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Regional District of Central Kootenay 
RURAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING 

Open Meeting Minutes 

 
Wednesday, June 17, 2026 

9:00 a.m. 
Hybrid Model - In-person and Remote  

 
COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 
PRESENT 

 
 
Director G. Jackman 

 
 
Electoral Area A – In Person 

 Director R. Tierney Electoral Area B – In Person 
 Director K. Vandenberghe Electoral Area C – In Person 
 Director A. Watson Electoral Area D – In Person 
 Director C. Graham Electoral Area E – In Person 
 Director H. Cunningham Electoral Area G – In Person 
 Director W. Popoff Electoral Area H – In Person 
 Director A. Davidoff Electoral Area I 
 Director H. Hanegraaf Electoral Area J – In Person 
 Director T. Weatherhead Electoral Area K – In-Person 
   
COMMITTEE  
MEMBERS 
ABSENT 

 
STAFF PRESENT 

 
Director T. Newell 
 

 
Electoral Area F  
 

 S. Horn 
A. Wilson 

Chief Administrative Officer 
Acting General Manager of Development and Community 
Sustainability Initiatives 

 E. Stout Manager of Building and Bylaw 
 N. Wight 

Z. Giacomazzo  
S. Johnson 
 

Planning Manager 
Planner 
Planner 
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S. Chezenko 
C. Hopkyns 

Planner 
Corporate Administrative Coordinator – Meeting Coordinator 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. ZOOM REMOTE MEETING INFO 
To promote openness, transparency and provide accessibility to the public we provide the 
ability to attend all RDCK meetings in-person or remote (hybrid model). 
 
 Meeting Time:  
9:00 a.m. PST 
 
Join by Video:  
https://rdck-bc-ca.zoom.us/j/97918675110?pwd=GmVSuFaa2RntNTq5nTyh8CpcKj5tAL.1 
 
Join by Phone:  
833 955 1088 Canada Toll-free 
 
*6 to unmute or mute 
*9 to raise or lower your hand 
 
Meeting ID: 979 1867 5110 
Meeting Password: 527524 
 
In-Person Location:  
RDCK Board Room 
202 Lakeside Dr. Nelson  

 
2. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Jackman called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
3. TRADITIONAL LANDS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT 

We acknowledge and respect the Indigenous peoples within whose traditional lands we are 
meeting today. 

 
4. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

Moved and seconded,  
And resolved: 
 
The agenda for the June 17, 2026 Rural Affairs Committee meeting be adopted as circulated. 

 
Carried 

 
 

https://rdck-bc-ca.zoom.us/j/97918675110?pwd=GmVSuFaa2RntNTq5nTyh8CpcKj5tAL.1
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5. RECEIPT OF MINUTES 
The May 20, 2026 Rural Affairs Committee meeting minutes, have been received. 

 
6. DELEGATIONS 

Item 7.2 – Dave Comer 
 Item 7.3 – Jeffrey Smith 

 
STAFF PRESENT:                Director Cunningham joined the meeting at 9:05 a.m. 

 
7. PLANNING & BUILDING 

7.1 CANCEL - BUILDING BYLAW CONTRAVENTION – TOMEK 
File No.: 3130-20-H-707.22252.000 
9301 Highway 6 
(Mark and Jennifer Tomek) 
Electoral Area H 
 
The Memorandum dated May 20, 2026 from Erik Stout, Manager Building and Bylaw, re: 
Cancel - Building Bylaw Contravention – Tomek, has been received. 
    

• Erik Stout provided background to the Committee regarding the file and 
answered the Committee's questions.  

• Property owner was not present. 
• Chair Jackman thanked staff and referred the recommendation to Committee for 

consideration. 
 
Moved and seconded, 
And resolved that it be recommended to the Board: 
 
That the Corporate Officer of the Regional District of Central Kootenay be directed to 
remove the Notice on Title relating to land at 9301 Highway 6, Electoral Area H, legally 
described as BLOCK A,  DISTRICT LOT 13146, KOOTENAY LAND DISTRICT PID 008-132-178, 
the RDCK Building Department has confirmed that the reason for placing the Notice on 
Title on April 29, 2010 has been rectified. 
 

                         Carried 
  

7.2 DEVELOPMENT VARIANCE PERMIT – COMER 
File No.: 3135-20-B-786.05543.100 
File No.: V2607A – Comer 
5033 Highway 3A 
(Property Owner - Dawn Margaret Belle Joy; Agent - David Comer) 
Electoral Area A 
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The Committee Report dated June 1, 2026 from Zachari Giacomazzo, Planner, re: 
Development Variance Permit - Comer, has been received. 
 
Zachari Giacomazzo, Planner, provided an overview to the Committee regarding the 
Development Variance Permit that would authorize the applicant to construct a 
detached garage 5 metres from the lot line that is adjacent to an Agricultural Land 
Reserve  (ALR) boundary. 
 
The agent, David Comer, provided the Committee with background on the property. 
 
Staff answered the Committee’s questions. 
 
Moved and seconded, 
And resolved that it be recommended to the Board: 
 
That the Board APPROVE the issuance of Development Variance Permit V2607A to David 
Comer for the property located at 5033 Highway 3A, Electoral Area A and legally 
described as LOT 1, DISTRICT LOT 191, KOOTENAY DISTRICT PLAN NEP72779, EXCEPT 
PLAN EPP118106 (PID: 025-583-468) to vary Section 18.18 of Electoral Area ‘A’ 
Comprehensive Land Use Bylaw No. 2315, 2013 in order to permit a 5.0 metre setback 
from the lot line that is adjacent to the ALR Boundary whereas the bylaw requires a 15 
metre setback from a lot line that is adjacent to the ALR. 

 
  Carried 

 

7.3 SUBDIVISION IN THE AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE – SMITH 
File No.: A2601K – Smith 
225 Barnes Creek FSR 
(Jeffrey Smith) 
Electoral Area K 

 
The Committee Report dated May 28, 2026 from Zachari Giacomazzo, Planner, re: 
Subdivision in the Agricultural Land Reserve - Smith, has been received. 
 
Zachari Giacomazzo, Planner, provided an overview to the Committee regarding the 
Agricultural Land Commission application for a subdivision within the ALR which seeks to 
subdivide the existing lot based on the right of way for Forest Service Road which would 
create a 5.82 hectares and 1.5 hectares lot on either side of the Highway. 
 
The property owner, Jeffrey Smith, provided background to the Committee regarding the 
property and answered questions. 
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The Committee had a discussion regarding the challenges with the property and staff 
answered questions.  
 
Moved and seconded, 
And resolved that it be recommended to the Board: 
 
That the Board SUPPORT regarding application A2601B for the proposed subdivision in 
the Agricultural Land Reserve proposed by Jeffrey L. Smith for the property located at 
225 Barnes Creek FSR, Edgewood, Electoral Area ‘K’ and legally described as LOT 36 
DISTRICT LOT 7893 KOOTENAY DISTRICT PLAN 1194 EXCEPT PLAN NEP22023 (PID: 014-
025-779). 
 

Carried 
 
7.4 FOR INFORMATION: PLANNING SERVICES WORK PLAN 

File No.: 10\4720\01 
All Electoral Areas 
 
The Committee Report dated June 17, 2026 from Nelson Wight, Planning Manager, re: 
Planning Services Work Plan, has been received. 
 
Nelson Wight, Planning Manager, provided an overview to the Committee regarding the 
report which provides a history of Board resolution providing direction on the Planning 
Services work plan. He was available to answer questions. 
 
The Committee had a discussion regarding the work plan and timelines. Staff answered 
questions. 

 
8. ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

No items.  
 
9. RURAL ADMINISTRATION 

9.1 DIRECTOR GRAHAM: RURAL ENCAMPMENTS 

Director Graham requested a discussion regarding rural encampments. She shared the 
challenges of the growing homeless encampment in the Bealby Point and Horlicks Point 
region of Electoral Area E.  Director Graham requested input from the Committee.   

STAFF ABSENT:                Director Cunningham left the meeting at 10:00 a.m. 

The Committee had a discussion regarding the challenges around rural homeless 
encampments; the issues regarding affordable housing, the lack of adequate support 
services, public safety, provincial downloading, and mental health issues. They also 
discussed the opportunities for advocacy. 
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Staff answered the Committee’s questions. 

RECESS/   The meeting recessed at 10:38 a.m. for break and reconvened at 
RECONVENE  10:45 a.m. 

Moved, seconded, 
And resolved that it be recommended to the Board: 

That the Board direct staff to prepare a report outlining the RDCK's potential response 
options related to homeless encampments in rural electoral areas; AND FURTHER, to 
bring that report back to the Rural Affairs Committee for discussion. 

  Carried 

The Committee will submit input to staff regarding topics and direction they would like 
to see in the staff report. 

10. PUBLIC TIME 
The Chair called for questions from the public and members of the media at 11:06 a.m. 
 

 No media or public had questions. 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved and seconded,  
And resolved: 
 
The meeting be adjourned at 11:07 a.m.  

 
Carried 

 
Digitally approved 

_________________________ 

Garry Jackman, Chair 

 

 


