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Regional Districts & Services Model Overview

Property Assessments & Budget Impact

2026 Overall Outlook

Service by Service Discussion

Estimated Taxation by Area
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Preamble ςDRAFT Budget

This presentation contains DRAFT budget numbers subject to change and is for discussion purposes only

Å¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ά5ǊŀŦǘέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
subject to change until the March 19, 2026 Board meeting
Å2025 fiscal year-end adjustments remain that can affect the 

2026 plan, including prior year surplus amounts.
ÅStaff, Committee, Commission, Director and Board level 

reviews are continuing
ÅPublic Information sessions remain
ÅThis presentation is based on the February 26th draft
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Budget Planning & Review Process

Oct/25 to Jan/26 As Scheduled
CrestonA, B, C & 
SLO/SIL/NDE H & 

Kaslo, D
As Scheduled

Å Core Services (GA, RA, 
Building, GIS, Planning)

Å 911 Communications

Å Emergency Planning

Å Asset Management

Å Regional Fire

Å Parks

Å Recreation

Å Riondel Services

Å Utilities (Some CAC)

Å Resource Recovery 
(Subregional & Joint)

Å West Transit

Å Library, Museum, Airport

Å FR/Search& Rescue

Å Recreation & Parks

Å Economic Development

Å Creston Valley Transit

Å Other Contribution 
Services

Å Fire

Å AnimalControl

Å Library, Cemetery, other 
contribution services.

Å Economic Development

** Public budget review meetings are to be held between February and mid March to allow for a final draft of the 
budget to be ready for adoption by the oardon March 19 for submission to the ministry by March 31st.
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2026 Budget Planning - Public Engagement Site

NEW!

https://engage.rdck.ca/projects/2026-budget-planning/
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Regional District of Central Kootenay

Statistics
298 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) Employees 
280 Volunteer Firefighters
62,500 residents (2021 Census)
22,000 square kilometres

ÅOne of 27 Regional Districts in BC
Å11 Rural Electoral Areas (A to K)
Å9 Member Municipalities
ÅProviding 186 Services including:
ÅParks & Rec Facilities
ÅRural Fire Protection & Emerg. Mgmt
ÅResource Recovery & Waste
ÅBuilding Inspection, Planning, GIS, Bylaw
ÅTransit
ÅWater Utilities

ÅEach service stands on its own
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BC Provincial Regulations Impacting the RDCK

Local Government Act Fire Department Act Local Government Bylaw Notice Enforcement Act

Community Charter Fire Services Act Manufactured Home Act

Accessible BC Act First Peoples' Heritage, Language and Culture Act Negligence Act

Building Act Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy ActOmbudsperson Act

Climate Change Accountability Act Homeowner Protection Act Personal Information Protection Act

Declaration Act Hospital District Act Privacy Act

Diking Authority Act Housing Supply Act Property Law Act

Drinking Water Protection Act Human Rights Code Safety Authority Act

Election Act Integrated Pest Management Act Safety Standards Act

Emergency and Disaster Management Act Land Act Short-Term Rental Accommodations Act

Employment Standards Act Land Survey Act Taxation (Rural Area) Act

Environment and Land Use Act Land Title Act Transportation Act

Environmental Assessment Act Limitation Act Wildfire Act

Environmental Management Act (Waste) Local Elections Campaign Financing Act Workers Compensation Act

Financial Information Act Local Elections Statutes Amendment Act, 2014
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How are annual property taxes for RDCK services calculated?

This presentation contains DRAFT budget numbers subject to change and is for discussion purposes only

Tax requisition amounts 
required to fund each 

service are determined 
through the RDCK 

budget process

Property assessment 
values are determined 

by BC Assessment

=
Assessed value of each individual property

X

Property tax for each individual property 
for each Service

Tax rate $/1000 for each Service

*** parcel taxes are separate
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Annual Assessment Change: 1 Year vs 10 Year Average

This presentation contains DRAFT budget numbers subject to change and is for discussion purposes only
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Financial Plan Components

This presentation contains DRAFT budget numbers subject to change and is for discussion purposes only

Latest Draft of the Financial Plan is available on the RDCK website

Taxation Details by Area / Municipality
Å Shows Taxation changes over a 3-year 

period for each service

Assessment and Taxation Summary
Å Comparison by Area / Municipality

Detailed Service Statements
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Rural Property Tax Bill ςExample from Area F

This presentation contains DRAFT budget numbers subject to change and is for discussion purposes only
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Assessment and Taxation Summary by Area / Municipality

This presentation contains DRAFT budget numbers subject to change and is for discussion purposes only
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2026 Overall Outlook

ÅProjected average tax increase of 5.1% for the RDCK in the February 26th draft budget.

Å$48.2M in total tax requisitions for 2026 in the current draft plan are $1.6M lower than the 
$49.8M in total tax requisitions forecasted for 2026 in the 2025-2029 Financial Plan.

ÅCPI Increase on staff salaries and Director stipends ς2.5%.
ÅEffectively using a two-year CPI average to smooth annual increases and decreases
ÅUnion positions have a 3.4% wage increase in 2026 as per the collective agreement 

ÅDecreasing Interest rates are reducing interest charges on short term loans
Å But also reducing investment income.

ÅNew Provincial Budget will have an impact on costs including the addition of PST on some 
services such as accounting and architecture
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ÅPolitical Climate / Foreign Trade including Tariffs & Counter Tariffs
Å Increased procurement costs or supply chain issues
ÅPotentially slowing economic activity: lower building permit, waste disposal and 

recreation fee revenue
ÅA more severe economic downturn could have a wider effect

ÅFluctuating Canadian Dollar
ÅCould lead to increased inflation and procurement costs for the RDCK

ÅArtificial Intelligence
ÅTechnology is evolving quickly
ÅUse at the RDCK has increased, although still fairly limited
ÅNeed to be mindful of accuracy and privacy concerns

2026 Challenges and Opportunities
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2026 Tax Requisition Share by Segment
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2026 Tax Requisition Share by Segment
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2026 Non-Capital Expenses - share by Expense Type
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General Administration
Å Includes Corporate Administration, Finance, Information 

Technology, Human Resources, CAO & Municipal Directors

Creston A/B/C

General Administration
Service S100

General Administration - S100
Å 22% Taxation Increase in 2026
Å $263K less prior year surplus carried forward
Å $70K increase in annual fees for accounting software
ÅϷслY ǘƻ ƳƛƎǊŀǘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŎƭƻǳŘέ
Å Housing availability and high expectations for wages and 

compensation continue to impede recruitment efforts
Å Migration to SharePoint for records management
Å Continued migration to Microsoft 365 environment
Å Continuing to build Cyber Security system resiliency
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Rural Administration
Service S101

Bylaw Enforcement
Å Includes Noise, Animal Control, Unsightly & Nuisance Properties, 

Zoning and Soil Removal/Deposit Bylaw Enforcement
Å Bylaws vary by electoral area
Å Bylaw and Building Manager is shared between S101 and S103
Å Legal review of Noise, Nuisance and Unsightly Bylaw in 2026
Å New Dog Control Service for Areas A,B,C and H
Rural Directors
Å Includes a portion of Director Stipends & Travel
Regional Fire
Å Has been moved to service A107

Rural Admin. - S101
Å 22% Taxation Decrease in 2026

Areas A/B/C



rdck.ca

Geospatial Information Systems (GIS)
Å Provides regional efficiency, location intelligence, communication and 

transparency through internal and public web mapping tools. 
Å Services include but not limited to: landfill surveys, Addressing and 

911 data, fire services, and emergency management support and 
evacuation mapping.

GIS
Service S102

GIS - S102
Å 25% Taxation Increase in 2026
Å $40K for required upgrades to ESRI GIS systems
Å $30K for Real Time Kinematics (RTK) GPS replacement
ÅWorking on grant funded $75K NG911 transition project
Å $32K increase in General Admin fees, correcting 2025 

under-charge

Areas A/B/C
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Building Inspection
Service S103

Building Inspection - S103
Å 16% Taxation Decrease in 2026
Å Permit revenue was stronger than expected in 2025

Å $998K actual vs $903K budget
Å Review and drafting of new modernized building 

bylaw planned for 2026
Å Digital archiving of paper files will continue in 2026
Å New Bluebeam software license in 2026 will allow 

for more versatility for plan checkers
Å Two Building Inspection vehicles slated for 

replacement in 2026 to be funded from reserves

Areas A/B/C


