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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In October 2024 B.A. Blackwell and Associates Ltd. apgroachedoy the Regional District of Central

Kootenay (RDCHK) assistwith updating theirexisting 207 CommunityWildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)

for Electoral Are@to the newestCommunity Wildfire Resiliency RI@ZCWRPjprmat. A CWRP is both a

localized risk assessment and an action plan to improve wildfire resiliency Withir§ O (i 2 NJ f I NB I
WildlandUrban Interface (WUYI Thisupdate accouns for changes that have occurresince the
development of the lagplan andtakesadvantage of the newest community wildfire planning framework

in BCThe CWRRas a strong focus on tleeven FireSmalt discipline$and on interagency collaboration.

The Area of Interest (AOI) of this CWRP encompasseskheWildland Urban Interface (WUI) around
communities and neighbourhoodsst of Crestorincludngthe communities of Ericksoanyonlister,
Huscroft, Rykerts, Arrow Credkitchener,Yahk, Kingsgatend Glenlily Recommendations made within
this plan are directed at the RIX althoughsomerecommendations involve collaboration or partnership
with other local governments, agencies, or organizations.

The RDCK has a mature and successful regional FireSmart prdgraadition to identifying areas of
possible expansion and improvement, this plan serves to recognize all the progress made to date since
the last CWPP was completeddcross the RDCK between 2018 and 2023, 1B@8Smart Home
Assessmernst have been completed, 29 neighbourhoods have received FireSmart recognition, $96,000 of
mitigation work has been completed under a FireSmart rebate program, and $77,738 of Neighbourhood
Champion grants has beedistributed? Specifically in Electoral Area B, there has been 124 FireSmart
Assessments and 13 rebates awardatthough Kitchener, Yahk, and Arrow Creek are good candidates
for the FireSmart Neighbourhood Program, no communities in Electoral Area B are currently recognized.
This suggests that the RDCK could focus on building more local FireSmart leadershiplan toe
through FireSmart training for fire department members (Action Iteb®)#r community workshops
(Action Item 2).

Since the last CWPP was completed for the area, the RDCK has also explored implementing a Wildfire
Hazard Development Permit Area (DPA) poAdthough the RDClifas optedhot to implement a Wildfire

Hazard DP# Electoral Area B at this timdevelopment concerns have been partially addressed through

the RDCKgare Land FireSmart assessment prograffered throughout the region to residents who are
planning to build on undeveloped lots. This fr@eluntaryassessment educates residents on FireSmart
principles andhdviseshest practices with regard to construction, lot preparation, and landscaping.

The RDCK and its residents are welised in emergency preparedness and response. Flooding and
wildfires frequently affect the Central Kootenayand the 2024 wildfire seasonn particular had
widespread impacts in theegion, though outside of Electoral Arda This CWRP recognizes the

1 Education, Legislation and Planning, Development Considerations, Interagency Coopetatissiraining, Emergency
Planning, and Vegetation Management
2Urban Systems. 2028Vildfire Development Permit Area Summary Report.
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importance of continuing a strong emergency management program, including tabletop exercises (Action
Item #) and the importance of continuing interagency cooperation at both regional and subregional levels.
Electoral Are@®is represented both on the Creston Valley Community FireSmart Resiliency Committee,
and on the Regional Wildfire Planning Table.

Communities in Electoral Ar&are all in a provincially defined Wildland Urban Interf@g#&Jl) Risk Class
polygonthat have aRisk Class of Kitchener, Yahkor 2 Crestor) which reflects the highest wildfire risk
ratings.The Provincial Strategic Threat Analysis assigmsderate or highethreat rating to much of the
surrounding areaAs the scope of this plan was limited to that of an update, fieldwork focused only on
verifying treatment units proposed in 2017, proposing additions or reductions to them, or creating new
standalone treatment units, rather than updating fuel types andectihg wildfire threat assessments to
support a local wildfire threat reassessment.

Thelocalthreat assessmer(completed in 2017 for the 2 km WUI and clipped to the 1 km Eligible WUI for
this plan update}ells a consistent storg substantialportions (43%) of the assessaltiave a higtor
extremefire behaviar threat due to a combination of topography, fire weather, and fuel tyBEWS
noted thatgrassy fuels are a concern in the region, especially in the spring when these fine fuels dry out
as well aglense lodgepole pine forestgith high amounts of ladder or surface fuels.

It is beyond the scope of the CWRP to analyze local threat on ptaradewhich cover®ver 70% ofthe

WUIL This highlights the need to implement risk mitigation programs on both public and private land if
community resilience is to be achieveSince the lasCWPP, fuel treatments have been completad

Arrow Creeland Kitchenerand prescriptions have been developed arovahk However, there istill

more work to do (Action Item2¥). Although detailed field reconnaissance was not in the scope of this
plan update,20 potential fuel treatment units(PTUs) on public land identified in the 2017 plan were
visited and reprioritized, clipping boundaries to the-kim Eligible WUivhere appropriate.These units
should be seen as wildfire risk reduction (WRR) focus areas that will require further assessment by the
appropriate land manager prior to prescription development, or may be best managed by a licensee with
WRR as one objective.

A total of 33 CWRPaction items are presented ifiablel below. Ultimately, these items should be
considered as a toolbox of options to hatigrease the wildfire resiliency obmmunities in Electoral Area

B. The ®CK will have to further prioritize implementation based on resources, strengths, constraints, and
availability of funding, and regularly update the prioritization and course of actwesthe lifetime of

this plan
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Tablel: Regional District of Central KootendslectoralAreaB - CommunityWildfire ResiliencyPlanAction Items

Item Priority

Recommendation

Metric for Success

Funding Source

Education- Section 5.2
Residents

#1

FireSmart Staff -l

#2
FireSmart
Events

High

#3
FireSmart
Advertising

High

#4
FireSmart in
Schools

Moderate

#5
Home
Assessments

High

#6
Farm and
Ranch
Preparedness

Moderate

Administrative
#7
Share CWRP Moderate
Online
#8
Annual
Progress
Report

Moderate

Continue to applyor funding to employ and train Wildfire
Mitigation Specialists (WMS)/Local FireSmart
Representatives (LFR) and a FireSmart Coordinator acrc
the RDCK.

Continue to promote FireSmart to residents at communit
events(e.g. farmers marketsgnd through workshops using
printed and digital FireSmart BEsources. Consider a
FireSmart Community Preparedness Day or combined
Emergency Preparedness Day. Include local first respon
if possible.

Continue the RDCK FireSmart media campaign through
social (i.e., Facebook, Twitter, Instagram), radio, and/or
print media avenues. Keep track of which avenues recei
the most engagement so that funds can be best directed
and keep abreast of new outletsefdew material annually
and update graphics and language to match any change
the FireSmart BC prograi@onsider asking community
associations to post on their websites or Facebook groug
Continue to promote FireSmart in School District 8 schoc
(Erickson, Canyehister Elementary)sing the FireSmart
Education Kit and other resourcdnvite local first
responders or forestry staff if possible.

Continue to offerand promotethe free FireSmart Home
Assessmenandrebateprogramto residents.

Consider offering-arm and Ranch Wildfire Preparedness
Workshops) in ElectoralAreaB and/or promoting theFarm
& Ranch Wildfire Preparedness Guide & Workbook

Like other CWPPs, make this plan available on the RDC
website and communicate its completion to residents.

Consider releasing an annual RDCK FireSmart report to
elected officials anthe public that tracks community
specific uptake in various FireSmart initiatives

A FireSmart Coordinator is a fundamental component of a
FireSmart program and a requirement for CRI funding. The CF
noted that even with 6 WMS in the RDCK, there is sometimes
backup of requested home assessments, so hiring more WMS
may be required ashe program grows in popularity.

Community events are a great opportunity to increase awaren
of FireSmart programming and FireSmart BC resources prese
unified message.

Successfully engaging a community in FireSmart will rely on n
GKFy 2yS 02YYdzyAOFGA2Yy I @Syc
to date is important for authoritative messaging.

Engagindocal studentsn FireSmarmay increase uptake with all
residents.

FireSmart Home Assessmsrare a foundational part of
FireSmart Education for a community and allow fepé@rson
connection between residents and FireSmart staff. Rebate
programs incentivize othe-ground mitigation. The program has
been popular to date.

Small to medium sizefms exist throughout Electoral Ar@&ain
Canyon, Lister, and Huscroft. Agriculturedgerties especially
with livestock require special considerations during wildfire
response and evacuatioAlso an opportunity for education on
open burning.

Plan implementation will be most successful with Bayrom the
public, assubstantialaction on private land is required.

As the program grows, reporting allows the RDCK FireSmart
program to track challenges amsdiccesses, further promote the
program, and tailor outreach methods to achieve the most
uptake.

Regional District of Central Kootendglectoral Ared Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan

(Involved)

RDCK FireSmart

RDCK FireSmart

RDCK FireSmart

RDCK FireSmart /
School District 8

RDCK FireSmart

RDCK FireSmart
Emergency
Management

RDCHKcireSmart

RDCHKcireSmart

Timeframe

1 year and
annually

1 year and
annually

Annually

Annually

Annually

2 years

1 year

Annual

Sufficient staff capacity is
maintained to support the
program

Continued uptake of the RDCK
FireSmart program in Electoral

AreaB (e.g. number of home
assessments completed)

Funding is allocated each year
to FireSmarcommunication in

local/social media

OneFireSmart lesson deliverec

each year (minimum).

The number of home
assessments completed and
rebates awarded increases
annually

One workshops conducted
Electoral Ared.

Plan is available online

An annual report is published.

CRI FCFS for
FireSmart staff

CRI FCFS funding
FireSmart staff time;
resources for
Education events
(banners, brochures,
promo items)

CRI FCRS-ireSmart
staff and costs

CRI FCFS

CRI FCFS

CRI FCFKesstaff time
and event costs

CRIFCFS staff time

CRIFCFS staff time

PageXil
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— : : Lead
Item Priority Recommendation Rationale _
(Involved)

Coordinate FireSmart information on the RDCK welisite
link to the RDCK FireSmart page should be provided on

#9 S . -
Update Moderate Emerggqcy Preparedness >.W|Idf|refs page in addition tp
Website where it is currently on the Fire Services > Fire Preventic

page.Continue to update thevebpage with the most
recent FireSmart graphics and language.

Legislation, Planning and DevelopmenSection 5.3
Continue to conduct FireSmart Critical Infrastructure

#10 Assessments for public works and community/governme
Critical High buildings. Conduct FireSmart mitigation as soon as poss
Infrastructure (vegetation management, material upgrades). Encouragi
community hall societies and water utilities to follow suit.
Continue to offer the voluntary Bare Land FireSmart
#11
assessment program (for undeveloped land where
Bare Land Moderate . . .
residents are planning to build). Ensure that the program
Program .
promoted through the planning department as well.
#12 After the implementation of a Wildfire DPA in Electoral
Review Low I NBF L o6w5/Y WLAt2dG0x GKS
Wildfire DPA in any part of Electoral Area
#13 Schedule regular updates of this Community Wildfire
Schedule CWR High Resiliency Plan: target every 5 yeafpply for enough
Updates funding so that theEligible WUtan be reassessed.
#14 Consider including Yahk and Kingsgate in the OCP Area
Moderate planning area so that the RDCK has more options to

O COEE regulate development.

Cross Training & Fire Department Resoure&gction 5.4

Training
Continue tosupport trainingopportunitiesfor Yahk
#15 K_ing_sgate/FD S$100/S185 or SPRVFF1 (Wildland
Fire Firefighter Level 1) course, and also SBP (Structural
Moderate Protection Unit Deployment). Ensure that Creston Fire
Department L . e
Training Resc_ue maln.tz_ilns their current level of training, and
consider additional courses offered by BCWS as the nee
arises (e.g. Engine Boss, Task Force Leader).
Encouragd-ireSmart trainingvithin localfire departments:
#16 FireSmart 101, Local FireSmart Representative (LFR), a
FireSmart Moderate Wildfire Mitigation Specialist§WMS) This may be
training encompassed by the Advanced FireSmart Program for F

fire chiefs and fire services staff started in 2023.

FireSmart information should be easy to find online and be up

date (program names and graphics change frequently). RDCK FireSmart

Protecting water systems and community infrastructure is critic
to wildfire response and recovery. Assessments have already
been completed for fire halls.

RDCHKcireSmart
(Community Groups)

The free bare land assessment\Widfire Mitigation Specialist is
an excellent educational tool to regulate construction and
landscaping without a Wildfire Hazard DPA.

RDCHKcireSmart
(Planning/Development

A Wildfire Hazard DPA remains a good tool to regulate
development, and lessons learned from Area | may make for
more buyin / smoother roll out in other areafertain parts of
Area B have small lots and dense development that could mal
DPA practical (Erickson, Kitchener).

A current and acceptable CWRP is required for funding under
CRIFCFSproyta» 9 @Sy AT (KAa LI Iy
the budget should reflect the large plan area and the need for
field work and spatial analysis throughout tRégible WUI

RDCHKcireSmart
(Planning/Development

RDCHKcireSmart
(Consultant)

Neither community is officially in an OCP area. The Yahk
Kingsgate VFD indicated that there are issues with narrow roa
and limited turn around spaces in the response area, especiall
with RV resorts, so the RDCK should look for ways to
improve/regulate @&cess standards.

RDCK
Planning/Development
(Yahk Kingsgate VFD)

SPPWFF1 is specific for structural fire fighters who respond to
wildland fires in their service aredahk Kingsgate VFD indicate«

RDCKYahk Kingsgate
VFD) (Creston Fire

that all members currently receive SBH-F1 and SPR15. Rescue)
Fire department members are often also community leaders.

FireSmart training can help achieve public education objective

coordinate messaging across a fire department, and expand tl RDCHK-ireSmart

reach of a FireSmart program, especialiddflitional local WMS
are needed (see Recc. #1). Consider compensation for memb
time.

Fire Departments

Regional District of Central Kootendglectoral Ared Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan

Metric for Success Funding Source

L Website igeviewed annually ~ CRIFCF& staff time
annually
Number of assessments .
Ongoing  completed and mitigation IR Fere= el
’ owned only
hours/investment
Ongoing Number of assessments CRFCFS staff time
completed
A Wildfire DPA in Electoral Are
3 years Bis reconsidered prior to the  CRIFCF§ staff time
next CWRP
AreaB maintainsa current and .
5 years acceptable CWRP. CRI FCFS funding
5 years The Arga B OCP is reviewed fc Staff time
expansion
Compensation for
All local firefighters are trained course
Annuall in SPPNVFF1 and WSPRL5, instructor/facilitation
Y and refresh the course annuall of spring training
courses; CRI FCFS
funding
Target 1 WMS and-2 LFRs
Annually  specific to Area B CRI FCFS funding
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Item Priority | Recommendation Rationale Timeframe | Metric for Success Funding Source
(Involved)

Practical training is essential for fire departments, and BCWS

Look for ways to suppoNahk KingsgatéFD in holding crosstraining enhances the abilities of crews to work together

#17 annual practical training with wildland fire equipment, RIS L TEE ISl I

RDCKYahk Kingsgate Staffand volunteer

Cross Training allh including structural protection scenarios. Inclu@esston an_lqterfage TER/ENI S NS W0 elte) el S £ Ees VFDYBCWS) ALY partl.clpate I & BT time
. . . training with BCWS. training event annually
Fire Rescuandor BCWS if possible.
Water / Other
#18 . . Reviewthe feasibility ofstructural fire service provision in The Area B OCP S pO“Fy to s.upport e SEIVICE provision RDCHK=mergency Fire service provision in .
Review Fire High . : - . Kitchener which is a dense intermix communiBCWSresponds : 3 years Electoral Aredis reviewed by Staff time
. Kitchener, with elected officials and residents. . SR Services
Services to wildland fires in this area the RDCK
Work with local fire departmentsviahk KingsgatéFD and Water sources in the plan area are known by firefightarsare
Creston Fire Rescue) teintify anddigitallymap natural not mapped In an interface wildfire scenario it would be helpfu
e . . e L : . Incremental staff
and artificial water sourceand access point®r fire if this information, including notes on access and seasonable = RDCKYahk Kingsgate o o :
#19 . o S L L . . : ; 2 years and A digital file or PDF response time; funding
Responséfap Moderate suppression. Share this informatigvith BCWSall mutual  reliability was digital (e.g. KMZ) so it could be eagipred with VFD) (Creston Fire) ongoing map is produced and shared  possible
aid fire response partners, and update over tirhreclude BCWS response personreld mutual aid partnersgs well as
with other key fire response information, like roads, trails included in the preplanning of emergency community water
and gates, on a map. delivery systems.
. . o s . . - Incremental staff
Assist the Yahk Kingsgate VFD in identifying and Yahk Kingsgate VFD expressed concerns with the reliability of RDCK Emergency L :
#20 : : ; e . : : : o . . 3 years and Adequacy of water supply for time; funding
Moderate implementation possible mitigation solutions for water natural water sources in the fire service area. The siting of wal ServicesYahk Kingsgate . ' S . :
Water Supply . o . o ; ongoing fire suppression is reviewed possible
supply issues. tanks and or standpipe installation may mitigate some issues. VFD
Interagency Cooperation Section 5.5
C_ontmue 0 engagg.wnh S estqbllshed Creston Vallgy Both regional and subegional FireSmart Committees are At least 8 hours per
#21 FireSmart and Resiliency Committee (CFRC) and region . . . . !
. . . . . . valuable. The current regional Planning Table and Creston Va . . CFRC FireSmart meeting takes meeting to prepare,
FireSmart High Wildfire Planning Table to plan, implement, and coording : . - RDCK FireSmart Ongoing L
. . L : . CFRC are effective tools for interagency cooperation in the place at least annually. participate and
Committee FireSmart initiatives, including fuel management . )
region. debrief. CRI FCFS
treatments.
Emergency PlanningSection 5.6
#22 As part of the RDCK Emergency Programticueto hold | . . . . : K DL e ey Exercise involvingreinterface CIRI F.CFS HIETRE
Tabletop Moderate annualtabletop emergencyexercises with emergency _Tab Cllelp @ENSEES PR & CEpOmimy (9 fEily Mee! st Management. 2years fire is completed every few P anning.
: in a plan and collaborate. (RCMPBCWSFire Possibly CEPF /
Exercises management partners. years . .
Department$ Columbia Basin Trus
Clear, consistent, concise, and quick communication during ar Continueduptakeof the Vovent
#23 . RDCK should continue to promote the Voyent Alert! Sysi emergency event and evacuation are integral to the preventiot RDCHKemergency . b y .
High ; - . : : o : : ' Ongoing Alert! System (can track RDClstaff time
Voyent Alert to residents and visitors. loss of life.This was identified as d@ssue during WUI fire Management downloads from a roviders)
disasterdn Lahaina, Maui, USA and Fort McMurray, Alberta. PP P
Purchase or encourage the purchaséatkup generators Backup generators for pumphouses, treatment plants, and
#24 _ for anypublicly or sometyownedcrm_cal infrastructure that community buﬂdmgg (especially those designated as emergen RDCIEmergency Fire halls and water systems  Staff time and
Secondary High does not have onget. The community hall and Yahk shelters) would facilitate both emergency response (water sup 2 years :
. : . : . . Management have back up power equipment ost
Power Sources Kingsgate fire hall have back up power but community  for suppression) and rapid community return and recovery
water systems may not. following a fie.

Regional District of Central Kootendglectoral Ared Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan PageXill
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Item Priority

#25
Preincident
Plan

Moderate

#26
Promote Good
Civic
Addressing

Moderate

Recommendation

The RDCK shouttnsider requesting one or more
Structure Protection Communit§ssessmerstithrough the
BCWS Provincial Structure Protection Coordination offic

Continue to promote the installation of visible and
reflective addresses throughout Electoral A&aConsider
including a link to purchase recommended signage on th
RDCK Emergency Management webpage.

Vegetation Management Section 5.7
Fuel Management Treatments

#27

Fuel
Management
on Public Land

Moderate

#28

Pilot Map ald

#29
Support Fuel
Treatment on
Private Land

Moderate

#30
Interpretive
Signage

Moderate

Work with land manager(s) to have existing fuel treatmer
units maintained as necessary and to requescribe and
implementadditionalPotential Fuel Treatment Units
(PTUs), starting with those identified as High priority.

Annually update and look for ways to improve {hiéot
mapping tool that was recently developed by the Region
Wildfire Planning Table to consolidate and track fuel
treatments.

Engage with the Ministry of Forests to discuss a strategy
enable owners of largdorested properties to undertake
meaningfullysized fuel treatments. A strategy could invol
education free guidance and potentially an incentive
program. Look to Washington State Department of Natui
wS&a2dzNOSaQ {YIlIft C2NBaid |
Program for a possible framework.

As part of fuel treatment implementation, the RDCK shot
developinterpretive signage to demonstrate prand post
fuel treatment forest stands conditions.

Residential and Community FireSmart

#31
Contractors List L

Continue to provide a FireSmart Contractors list on the
RDCK FireSmart website and offer the RDCK FireSmart
Contractors Info Session for applicants.

Intermix communitiesn the plan area e.g. Kitchenare good
candidates for a Structure Protection Community Assessment
to reliance on natural water sources and lack of structural fire
services.

The CFRC noted that address visibility was poor. Reflective si
help emergency responders find properties during response ol
evacuation eventsConsider selling signs as a fire department
fundraiser (e.g. Riondel VFD in AreaAd/or offeringfree
delivery and installation along withEreSmart Home
Assessment

Many strategic areaBavealready been implementedr

identified as high priority (CWRP or WUI WRR PMajitoring
(as part of the next CWRP update) and maintenance should b
conducted as necessary and additional areas treated. BCWS
supports Crown land treatments around communities in the ar

A regional fuel treatment dashboard is a valuable tool that
integrates information on fuel treatments across multiple fundi
agencies in a usdriendly format.Many areas in Electoral Area |
have been treated under different funding programs since the
first (2008) CWRP.

Even the most dedicated residents will likely have difficulty (tin
cost) undertaking fuel treatments beyond the 30 m Home Ignit
Zone. However, effectively reducing wildfire risk from structere
out willinvolve forest treatments on private land on a broad
scale. Residents may benefit from a program that helps them
plan and undertake such treatments in compliance with local &
provincial legislation, and in a cesffectiveand possibly income
generating manner

Many areas have been treated since the 2008 CWPP and the
intent may not be known to all residentmterpretive signage
could include text explaining the purpose of the fuel managem
treatment, connection to theurrent CWRP, and FireSmart
practices residents nearby can take to reduce wildfire hazards
around their yards and homes.

Connecting residents with contractors who are qualified to
complete FireSmart mitiation workd@ntractors for the home,
landscapers, or arborists and forest fuel mitigation) removes a
barrier to mitigation action.

Regional District of Central Kootendglectoral Ared Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan

(Involved)

RDCK (BCWS) (OFC
(Fire Departments)

RDCK FireSmart (fire
departments)

Ministry of Forests
(RDCK

RDCK / Planning Table

RDCK (Ministry of
Forests)

RDCHKcireSmart

RDCHKcireSmart

Timeframe

5 years

2 years

5 years

Annual

4 years

5 years

Ongoing

Metric for Success

A Structure Protection

Community Assessment is

completed

Most properties have visible

addresses

Previously treated areas are
maintained in a lower hazard
state and additional treatments

are completed.

A useful regional fuel treatmen

dashboard is maintained.

Meetings take place

Signage installed during
implementation phases.

A useful list of qualified

contractors is provided online

Funding Source

Can be requested
through the
Structure Protection
Coordination office.
There may also be
funding through the
CANB / KAS-
Association of BC or
the Office of the Fire
Commissioner

Promotion
campaign; consider
selling signs as a
fundraiser

CRIFCFS, WRR) or
CBT

Funding may be
available.

Incremental staff
hours; possibly part
of ongoing
interagency
communications

CRI FCFS

CRI FCFS&ireSmart
staff
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Item Priority Recommendation Rationale
(Involved)

Free Yard
Waste Disposal

#33
Neighbourhood
Program

Moderate

High

Expandegional districtled options for the disposal of yarc Having to pay tipping feasay be aarrier for residents who

waste. Currently, this includes having tipping fees waive( wish to conduct FireSmart landscaping, especially during the f RDCHKireSmart
(April and October) for yard waste at tigreston landfill. season when burn bans are in place.

Continueto promote the FireSmart Canada Neighbourho:
Recognition Program, includirdfering support fromlocal
Wildfire Mitigation Specialist(®)r Local FireSmart
Representatives (LFRs) Neighbourhood Assessments
Plans, and Clean Up Dagontinue offering the
Neighborhood Champion Grant.

The RDCK provides stbg-step information online for interested

neighbourhoods. Electoral Aré&hasno recognized

neighbourhoods to date. The Neighborhood Champion Grant RDCHKcireSmart
provides a valuable incentive for program participatamd has

received good uptake in other Electoral Areas.

Regional District of Central Kootendglectoral Ared Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan

Metric for Success Funding Source

Annual

2 years

Free yard waste disposal

CRI FCFS funding is

continuesand is also offered at available for tipping

the Yahk transfer station.

A neighbourhood in AreB
receives recognition.

fee coverage

CRI FCEBireSmart
staff
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FREQUENTLY USKERONYMS

AOI Area of Interest

BC British Columbia

BCWS British Columbia Wildfire Service

BEC Biogeoclimatic Ecosyste@lassification
CFFDRS Canadian Forest Fire Danger Rating System
CRI Community Resiliency Investment

CWPP Community Wildfire Protection Plan

CWRP Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan

DPA Development Permit Area
EA Electoral Area
FBP Fire BehavioPrediction System

FCFS FireSmart Community Funding and Supports: Stream 1 of the UBCM CRI Program
HIZ Home Ignition Zone

MOF Ministry of Forests

MOTI Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
NDT Natural Disturbance Type
PSTA Provincial Strategic Threat Assessment

RDCK Regional District Central Kootenay
UBCM Union of British Columbia Municipalities

WRR Wildfire Risk ReductiofCrown Land WRR refers &ream 2 of the UBCM Community
Resiliency Investment Programministered bythe Ministry of Forests

WTA Wildfire Threat Assessment

WUI Wildland Urban Interface

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Ared Community Wildfire
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SECTION 1INTRODUCTION

InOctober2024, B.A. Blackwell and Associates litds retained by the Regional District Central Kootenay
(RDCK) tapdate theprevious 20¥ RDCK CWPP for Electoral Area B t@iamunity Wildfire Resiliency

Plan (CWRRgmplate.This plan replaces the previous ZRDCK CWPP for Electoral ABe& CWRP has

its roots in the Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) framework, which was originally established
in BC in response to the series of devastating wildfires in 28@8e then, many communities in BC have
continued to face an eveincreasing threat of wildfire, as the 2017, 2018, and 2023 fire seasons proved
to be three of the most historically damaging seasons on record.

CWRPsare currently being developed at many jurisdictional and geogragtates andhre individually
tailored to address the needs of different communities in response to their size, their capacity, and the
unique threats that they face. Despite these differences, the goals of a CWRP remain the same and are
founded in the seven FireSmanisciplines: Education, Legislation & Planning, Development
Considerations, Interagency Cooperation, Cibssning, Emergency Planning and Vegetation
Management.

CWRPs are funded in BC by the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) under the CorRasiligncy
Investment (CRI) FireSmart Community Funding and Supports (FCFS) Program. As per funding
requirements, this CWRP is completed according to the ZIRI template.

1.1 PLANPURPOSE ANBOALS

This plan accounts fdfireSmart progranchanges that have occurred sintde 2017 CWPPand takes
advantage of the most recent community wildfire planning framework in BCCWRP

1 Re-identifies the interface wildfire risk around communitiesg clipping the2017 CWPRwildfire
threat layer(completed to a Zzkm WUI) to the newet-km Eligible WUI
1 Re-identifies the interfacduel typesaround communitiedy clipping the2017CWPP fuel type
layer(completed to a Zkm WUI) to the newet-km Eligible WUI
1 Revisits fuel treatmenunits proposed in 2017, proposing additions or reductions to them,
1 Proposesiewfuel treatment units,and
f 'LIRFGSa w55/ YQa CANB{YFINI LINRPINIY F2N 9f SOG2NI §
This CWRP is intended to serve as a framework to guide the implementation of specific actions and
strategies to:

1) Increase the efficacy of fire suppression and safety of emergency responders,
2) Reduce potential impacts and losses to property and critical infrastructure from wildfire, and
3) Reduce potential wildfire behavior and threat within the community.

To help guide and accomplish the above strategies, this CWRP will pite/ld®CK with:

1) An assessment of values at risk and potential consequences from wildfire,

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Aredd Community Wildfire
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2) Maps of fuel types and recommended areas for fuel treatméd@d 7 fuel types and revised or
additional fuel treatment areas)

3) An assessment of emergency response capacity, and

4) Options and strategies to reduce wildfire risk through the seven FireSmart disciplines.

1.2 PLAN DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY

The CWRBevelopmentprocess consisd of five general phases:

1) Formation ofthe planlevel Community Fir@nart Resiliency Committe€onsultation with the
CFRC and information sharing occurred throughout.

2) Review of relevant plans and legislation regarding emergency response and W8éfiten 2)

3) Description of the communitgnd dentificationof values at risSection 3)

4) Assessment of the local wildfirgsk (Section 4)

5) Analysis and action plan for each of #®ven FireSmadisciplinegSection 5)

SECTION 2RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PAANINS_EGISLATION

Wildfires can affect all aspects of a community. As a resulinerousRDCHKplans, and neighboring
jurisdictions relate to this CWRTPhis section reviesall relevant plans, policiebylaws guidelines and
provinciallegislationto identify sections withinthat are relevant to community wildfire planningnd
response.

2.1 LOCAL AUTHORITY EMERGENCY PLAN

Emergency preparedness and response planning in BC is guided by the Emergency and Disaster
Management Act (EDMA), which replaced tBmergency Program Act in November 20Zthis Act

defines the various roles and administrative duties of the province and local governments regarding the
implementation of highetevel emergency planning; the processes of declaring a state of emergency; and
the coordination of postlisaster relef. The Act emphasizes the four phases of emergency management:
mitigation, preparation, response, and recovery

Emergency planning in Electoral A& provided under the RDCK Emergency Management Program.

The RDCK Emergency Management Program encompasses all 11 Electoral Areas in the RDCK as well as
the participating municipalities of Kaslo, Nakusp, New Denver, Salmo, Slod&ilverton The RDCK
Emergency Response aRacovery Plaf2015}¥ outlines structural and organizational requirements for
coordinated response and recovery from emergencies in the RDCK, including dewgiog tools for
evacuation or shelter in placemergency operation cente(EOClevels and activation protocols; hazard

and evacuation planning; fire planning including industrial, wildfire and structural fires; and recovery

3 More information can be found dtlodernized emergency management legislatid?rovince of British Columbia

(gov.bc.ca)
4https://rdck.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/201504-31 RDCK_Emergency Response Recovery Plan%20V22.pdf

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Ared Community Wildfire
Resiliency Plan
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planning.Section 3.10 specifically deals with interface fires/wildfires, indicating that interface fires will be
managed using unified command with the Ministry of Forests and local fire department(s) and other local
fire departments, where applicabl@he Plan is reviewed annually.

The RDCK EmergendanagementProgram conducts tabletop exercises yearly with staff (and responds
to emergencies involving evacuations almost yeamfjiergency preparedness initiatives are further
described in Sectioh.6.

2.2 LINKAGES TO CWPPS/CWRPS

Regional District of Central KootenareaB Community Wildfire Protection Plan Update 2017°
Beginning in 201,7B.A. Blackwell & Associateésvelopeda Community Wildfire Protection Plan update
for the Regional District of Central KootenareaB. The scope of this plan was a tkidometer buffer
aroundall residences and critical infrastructure basedsbructure density criteria A tabularized review
of the 2017 recommendations and their implementation status is presented in Appendix A.

Listed below are jurisdictions adjacelBlectoral Ared that have been involved in community wildfire
planning.Strategic opportunities exist between these plans and should be considered.

RDCK Electoral Ar&CWRP 202¢ concurrently in developmerft.
RDCK ElectorareaA CWRP 202¢ concurrently in developmertt.
RDCHKelectoral Area G CWRP 2@2¢oncurrently in developmertt.
RDCK Electoral Area D CWRP 2028ently completed.

RDCK Electoral Area E CWRP 2028ently completed.

Town of Crestron CWRP 2028zcently completefl

1 Yagan Nukiy CWRP 202B:2cently completefl

2.3 LOCAIPLANS AND BYLAWS

=A =4 =4 4 =4 4

The sections angdolicies ofthe Electoral B Comprehensive Land Use Bylaw No. 2316, 2013, inclusive of
the Rural Creston Official Community Plan (OQB)ed in Table2 are directly relevant to proactive
wildfire resilience irElectoral Are®. The OCP was reviewed as part of this CWRP to address any gaps or
limitations that inadequately address fire hazards or risk mitigatfomajor gap is that FireSmart is not
mentioned in anyYDCPpolicies anawildfire as a risk has a very limited scope within @€P Updating the
OCPwith language on FireSmart and wildfire risls well as includingpanagement policies specific to
single home/lotand subdivisiomlevelopment or renovations recommended (see SectibrB).

Shttps://rdck.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Area%20B%20CWPP%202019.pdf
6By B.A. Blackwell & Associates Ltd and Cathro Consulting Ltd.
7 Rural Crestoig Electoral Ared Comprehensive Land Use Bylaw No.&2D13 (Consolidated to June 2024).

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Aredd Community Wildfire
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Table2: Summary of ElectorahreaB Official Community Plan ands relationship to this CWRP.
Section

[Electoral B

Comprehensive Land Relevant Policies

Use Bylaw No. 23186,
2013F

General Residential Objectives:

8. Will assess and evaluate proposed residential development based on the fol
criteria, irrespective of land use designation:

c. susceptibility to natural hazards including but hwiited to flooding, slope instabilit
or wildfire risk;

4.0 Residential

Community Services and Administration Objectives:

7. To ensure that land use decisions accommodate emergency response through pi
of adequateaccess to developments and facilities for fire protection services
emergency first response

8. To provide for an adequate level of fire protection within the Plan area.
12. Supports the location and development of fire halls, indoor recreation amenities

community halls in the rural area as development requires and the needs c
community change.

6.0 Community
Services and
Administration

19. Will consult with the local fire department(s) to determine needs for access tc
developments and for the filling of tankers to support local fire service to unincorpa
communities within the Plan area where appropriate.

20. Encourages that RDCK, Town of Creston and Improvement Districts water <
utilize the same utility standards so as to support emergency response wherei
equipment can be interchanged and critical repairs made.

Servicing Objectives
8.0 Infrastructure and
Transportation 5. To support that new development be subject to the requirements of adec
water supply for both domestic and fire protectiparposes.

8 https://rdck.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/23168_CLUB_Consolidated 2954.pdf

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Ared Community Wildfire
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Section

[Electoral B

Comprehensive Land
Use Bylaw No. 23186,
2013F

11.0 Hazard Lands ant
Fire Management

Relevant Policies

Fire Management PoliciesThe Regional Board:

9. May request that the Regional Subdivision Approving Authority require the dewvi
to undertake a fire hazard risk assessment at the time of submitting a subdi
application where the Province indicates that a property may be subject to a moc
or high fire risk. The Regional Board may request the same assessment during a |
designation amendment or Development Permit process. The assessment will prt
recommended fire hazard mitigation strategy, that will be submitted to both theki
and the Province, and is recommended to include, but is not limited to the followin
a. incorporating fuel breaks adjacent to or on the residential subdivision;

b. establishing zones around potential structures and homes which are clear of «
highly combustible material, or trees;

c. utilizing fireproofing techniques and fireproof materials in building design, requiri
a minimum a fire rated roof;

d. designing roads that provide evacuation routes and facilitate movement of fire fig
equipment;

e. ensuring all roads are named and signed;

f. ensuring availability of water supply facilities adequate for fire suppression;

g. ensuring the provision of access to local water sources, lakes and watercourses
of access requirements;

h. implementing setbacks, interface fire protection standards, and building ma
standards pursuant to the Provincial publications The Home Owners Fire Smart N
and Fire Smart: Protecting Your Community From Wildfire.

10. Directs the Regional Subdivision Approving Authority to require that where
hazard mitigation strategy has been prepared the developer emt@r a restrictive
covenant to ensure the strategy is followed.

11. Supports protection of accesses to water sources such as hydrants, standpipe:
and streams to remain free of obstructions for fire protection purposes.

12. Encourages local volunteer fire departments to work with the RDCK to keep up*
with emergency preparedness and with the identification of increased risk as a re:
natural or manmade events.

13. Encourages voluntary efforts to reduce fire risk to existing buildings
developments by residents and community members through educational material
appropriate Fire Smart programs.

14. Supports the development and implementation of Interface Fire Management
and associated adjacent forest management strategies in areas of high to moc
wildfire risk.

15. Will evaluate opportunities to assist in Interface Fire Fuel Reduction treatments

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Ared Community Wildfire
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Section

[Electoral B Relevant Policies

Comprehensive Land
Use Bylaw No. 23186,
2013F

Resource Area Policies:

13.0 Resource Area 13. Encourages forest managers to ensure that the rate of extraction of timber dot
compromise the longerm productivity of the forest and that silviculture metho
promote healthyforests and minimize fire hazards.

30. Supports the creation of a fire service area for the community of Kitcher
alternatively expansion of the Yahk Kingsgate Fire Service Area, if and when feas
supported by the community.

14. Community
Specific Policies

The local bylaws listed ifable3 are directly relevant to proactive wildfinesilience irHectoral AreaB.
Thesebylawswere reviewed as part of the CWRP to address any gaps or limitations that inadequately
address fire hazards or risk mitigation.

Table3: Summary of local bylaws and their relationship to the CWRP.

Description andRelation to CWRP

Fire stopping components must be in pldmfore insulation and exterior
sheathing are installed.

Building Bylaw 18.4 - Addresses need for fire protection in new construction.

No. 2200 (2010) ' - To mandate materials and landscaping beyond the BC Building Code
established bylaws, Development Permit Areas can be implemented (s
Sectiorb.3)

Outlines administrative structure and roles of Emergency Program
Emergency 51

Management ’ - Provides structure and guidelines in times of emergency.

Regulatory Use

Bylaw No. 2210 l RR&a GYAGATIFIGA2YyE Ayi2 GKS RSaONXR

(amended by Amended Emergency Management Plan
Bylaw No. 2758 Bylaw No.
in 2021) 2758 - RDCK to develop, coordinate and manage emergency mitigation,
preparedness, response, and recovery. This would include from wildfire

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Ared Community Wildfire
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Description andRelation to CWRP

8.8.3
Manufactured
Home Parks
Bylaw No. 1082
(1995)
8.8.4
22
23
Parks
Regulationg 5
Consolidated
Bylaw No. 2173
25
52
Resource
Recovery
Facilities 8 (15)
Regulatory

Bylaw No. 2905

Fires shall be made only in stoves, incinerators, or atreictures designed
for that purpose.

- Limits fire ignition and propagation risksstructures made largely from
ignitable and combustible materials.

If no approved fire hydrant is available to provide protection, a minimum of
one (1)stagnant water supply at a minimum of 15,539 litres (6000 gal) shal
provided on site to be accessed in case of emergency for fire protection
purposes on properties serviced by Fire Protection.

- Increases assurance of useful water supply systems in the event of a
responding fire departments.

No person shall start or maintain a fire in a park, except in facilities provide
a park for that purpose.

- Limits fire ignition angbropagation risks
No person shall use any vegetation within a park to start or maintain a fire
park, except firewood that is either brought esite or provided by a
campground operator for fire purposes

- Limits fire ignition angbropagation risks
No person shall leave a fire in a park unattended.
- Limits fire ignition and propagation risks
No person shall burn any unsuitable materials including but not limited to
organic yard waste, household waspgastic, rubber, flammable or
combustible liquid, or any treated lumber or construction debris, or toxic
waste.
- Limits fire ignition and propagation risks
No person shall possess or discharge Fireworks, firecrackers or explosive
materials of any kind in a park, except for an event authorized by a park us
permit.

- Limits fire ignition and propagation risks

No person other than the Site Operator or Servikersonnel or their
representative shall start any fires at any Resource Recovery Facility.

- Limits fire ignition and propagation risks

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Ared Community Wildfire

Resiliency Plan
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Description andRelation to CWRP

Volunteer Fire
Service
Regulation
Bylaw No.
2769, 2023

Water Bylaw
No. 2894

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Ared Community Wildfire

Resiliency Plan

4.1

4.2

9.4

10.1

12.2

10.4.1

Juiisdiction of each Fire Department, and the powers granted to each Fire

Department and its Fire Chief and Members under this Bylaw, is restricted
the boundaries of the Fire Department's particular Fire Protection SeArnea

Bs set out in itestablishment bylaw. A Fire Department shall not respond tc
any Incident under this Bylaw outside of the boundaries of its Fire Protectic
Service Area except as specified in Section 4(2)(a) to (f) of this.Bylaw

- Outlines jurisdictional limits of fire departments, which may impact rural
communities with no immediate fire service (see Sedién

Apparatus and Fire Department Equipment shall notdlen beyond the
geographical limits of the jurisdiction for reasons other than repair,
maintenance, or training unless: (a) a written agreement, approved by the
Regional District, authorizes the supply of Members, Apparatus, Fire
Department Equipment, FérProtection Services and Associated Services tc
another jurisdiction; or (b) under the authority of the CAO, the Regional Fir
Chief, or the Emergency Operations Center Director; or (c) in connection v
request for assistance by a the Office of theeiommissioner, or a Federal ¢
Provincial emergency response Agency; or (d) in connection with an Incide
near the boundaries of the Fire Service Protection Area which, if left unten
may threaten the Fire Service Protection Area or other such ®eavéa; or (e)
In the event of a Federal or Provincial State of Emergency; or (f) Under the
provision of a bylaw for Associated Services.

- Outlines jurisdictional limits of fire departments, which may impact rural
communities with no immediate fire service (see Sedién

No person shall grow shrubs, hedges, plants or trees to obstruct the visibil
use of a fire hydrant, standpipe sprinkler connection

- Provides linkage to FireSmart activities and property preparedness.

Where this bylaw applies within a municipality the Regional District is
authorized to enforce municipal open burning regulations.

- Limits fireignition and propagation risks

The Occupier of a Public Building in which any of the Alarm System, Fire
Protection Equipment, or emergency power system is not operating must
institute and maintain a Fire Watch until those systems or equipment are
operational.

- Limits fire ignition and propagation risks

All fire hydrants and standpipes directly connected to Regional District Wa
Mains are the property of the Regional District.

- Outlines RDCK ownership and responsibility relating to water sources.
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Description andRelation to CWRP

Notwithstanding the prohibitions in this Section, the Manager may authoriz
writing the discharge of Regional District supplied water for the purposes ¢

11.6.2 (f) training programs for fire fighters.

- Supports training opportunities for local fire fighters

2.4 HIGHEREVEPLANRND LEGISLATION

Table4 lists highedevel plans andegislation that are eélevant to wildfire planning and risk mitigation
within Electoral Are®. These plankelp guide where and how activities like resource extraction occur on
the landscape, whichanaffect both wildfire threat and consequend@epending on the location of any
proposed fuel management treatmentyydl management prescriptions ammescribed / culturaburn
plansmay need tcaddresghese plans as they relate to ghe-ground restrictionsand policies for forest
modification

The Ministry of Forests (Selkirk Natural Resource District) indicated that a Wildfire Urban Interface
Wildfire Risk Reduction (WUl WRR) Plan that will include theemsteof Creston down to the US border

is scheduled for development in 202826. A WUl WRR plan encompassing Yahk to Kingsgate was
developed in 2023VUI WRR plans are led by the Ministry of Forests Crown Land WRR program. They are
the next generation of Tactical Plan and serve as the primary wildfire risk reduction planning mechanism
for Crovn land in the interfacé.

Table4: Higher level plans and legislation relevant lectoral AreaBQ@UI and this Plan.

Plan/Legislation Description and Relationship to CWRP

The Forest and Range Practices Act integrates wildfire considerations
forest management by mandating proactive planning, authorizing
necessary fire control actions, and promoting collaboration with
Indigenous communities to enhance forest resiliengaiast wildfires
The Forest and Range Practices A
& Government Action Regulations Multiple GARs overlap with the WUI. These include:
(GARS) - Nonlegal Old Growth Management Areas
- Ungulate Winter Range partidlarvest
- Significant fish streams and rivers
- Community watersheds
- Regionally significant visual areas

9 https://www?2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/publisafetyand-emergencyservices/wildfirestatus/prevention/firefuel-
management/fuelsmanagement/wui_wrr_plan_development standard _and_guidance document.pdf

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Ared Community Wildfire
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Plan/Legislation Description and Relationship to CWRP

BC Provincial Open Burning Smok
Control Regulation

Kootenay Boundary Higher Level
Plan

Wildfire Act and Regulation

Parks Act

BC Parks and Protected Areas
Management Plans and Strategic
Statements

The Forest Act

The Open Burning Smoke Control Regulation came into effec

September 2019 and governs open burning relating to land clea

forestry operations andksilviculture, wildlife habitat enhancement, an
community wildfire risk reduction.

- The entire wildlaneurban interface is within a Medium Smoke

Sensitivity Zone and there are locations of High Smoke Sensi

Zone including the Rykerts, Lister, Canyon, Kitchner and Yak

The Kootenay Boundary Land Use Plan Implementation Strategy
completed in 1997 and was discussed in the previous CWPP.

[ S fX aLk dArtte RSFAYSR 202S0i
Lyidlr1Sa 'aSR F2NJ I dzyYly [/ 2y & dd¥gal
objective for firemaintained ecosystem restoration also applieshis
provision targets NDTdcosystems, which are prese¢hé WUI(see Sectior
4.2.7).

It must be noted that many of the KBHdotenay Boundary Higher Lev
Plan) objectives have been replaced with other legislation such
Government Actions Regulation (GAR) for special management of c¢
forest values including caribou habitat.

Dedicated to wildfire management in BC. Key objective of the legislati
to specify responsibilities and obligations with respect to fire
prevention, control and rehabilitation.

The Parks Actprotects parks from wildfires through regulation
emergency responses, and collaboration with fire management effc
Inclusive in this act, is asutline of authorities to prohibit or control the
use of fire within Parks.

Outlines management objectives for a park / protected area and
special considerations. Would provide strategic direction for propo
activities in park, including fuel management. Management plans
available for parks in the WUI.

Yahk Provincial Park Purpose Statement and Zoning Plan (2003)

- Travel corridor riverside recreation opportunity

- Public camping and day use
Establishes the framework for managing forest resources, inclu
provisions that can influenoeildfire managementKey aspects include:

- Provincial Forest and Wilderness Areas: The Act allows for th
designation of Provincial forests and wilderness areas,
facilitating coordinated management strategies that can inclut
wildfire prevention andesponse measures.

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Ared Community Wildfire
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Plan/Legislation Description and Relationship to CWRP

Emergencyand Disaster
Management Act

Timber Supply Areas and Allowable Annual Cut: By designati
timber supply areas and determining allowable annual cuts, tl
Act ensures sustainable forest harvesting, which can reduce !
loads and mitigate wildfire risks.

Removal of Dead or Damaged Timber: The Act provides
mechanisms for the timely removal of dead or damaged timb
such as that affected by insect infestations, to prevent signific
value loss and minimize wildfire hazards.

Prohibited Timber CuttindJnauthorized cutting, removal, or
destruction of Crown timber is prohibited under the Act, helpir
to maintain forest health and reduce activities that could
increase wildfire risks.

The Act provides the necessary legal authority and organizational stru
to effectively manage emergencies and disasters, inclusive of wildfire
through mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery efforts

SECTION 3SCOMMUNITYDESCRIPTION

This sectionlefines the planning ardar this CWRRENd provides general demographic information about

Electoral Area BAn understanding of population trends, land use patterns, and values at risk can help
effectivelydirect FireSmart outreach ansk mitigation activities

3.1 AREA OF INTEREST AMDDLANEURBAN INTERFACE

The Area of Interest (AOI) for this CWRP is defined by the boundaries of Electoral @rég a portion
of this is within theWildlandUrban Interface (WUIThe WUI is definedy FireSmart Canadesthe zone
where structures and other human development meet or intermingle with undeveloped wildland or
vegetative fuelsForthe FireSmart Community Funding and Supp@fSFS)rogram, the'Bligible WUD
is considered as the areh km from a structure density class greater thaix structures per square
kilometer. This is a departure from the 20ICWPP, which used akeh bufferon the same structure

density classBC Wildfire Service generat@gUl spatial layers and/Ul Risk Class maps to assist with

initiatives related to wildfire risk reduction, including tGRIFCFS prograr.

ThekEligible WUWas clipped to the boundaries of Electoral ABzavhich forms the Area of Interest (AOI)
for the CWRPField work, GIS analysis, and the recomdstions for this CWRP cover only this one
1 A f 2 YEfgible MUY ¢ KdvédKa totalof 15,090hectares.If development results in new areas

exceeding the interface structure density threshold of six structures per square kilgrietétligible WUI

gAftt 3IANRO

2P0SNJ GAYS® b20GS GKFG Fyeé LI NJalina¥

1owildland Urban Interface Risk Class MaBsovince of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca)
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contain any CWRP spatial data (fuel type, local fire threat, or proposed treatment units) due to the
limitations of this update.

Map 1 shows an overview of thevildland urban interfac€WuUI)in Electoral Ared, with an approximate
breakdownof land ownership typeby arealisted inTable5. A significant portion ofhe WUI consists of
private land, accounting faapproximately76% ofthe total land area. This predominance of privately
owned land highlights the importance of proactive FireSmart practices by property ovivhess of the
remaining area is Crown langinphasingthe need for collaborative effortamong land user® address
wildfire risk across the jurisdiction.

Table5: Landownership withinElectoral AreaBQ @&UI.

Land Ownership Area (Ha) Percent of WU[(%)

Crown Agency 194 1%
Crown Provincial 2144 14%
Federal 70 0%
Mixed Ownership 0 0%
Municipal 155 1%
Municipal- RDCK 156 1%
Untitled Provincial 924 6%
Private/Unclassified 11447 76%
TOTAL 15,090 100%

Regional District of Central Kooten&yElectoral Ared Community Wildfire
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Map 1: CWRP Area of Interest (AOI) and Eligitdland Urban Interface (WUI) for ElectorareaB.
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3.2 COMMUNITDESCRIPTION

ElectoralAreaBis located in the southeastern corner of the RDCK, east of Creston and west of the Regional
District of East Kootenay. It includes the communitieSarfiyon, Erickson, Lister, Huscroft, Rykerts, Arrow
Creek, Yahk, Goatfell, Kingsgate, Kitchener, Glenlily, Goat River Bottom and the Lower Kootenay Band
(Yagan Nukiy) of the Ktunaxa Natitn

Community access igda Highway 3which runs weskeast through the Electoral Area, and Highways 21
and 95, which run perpendicular to Highwayv&st commercial and business opportunities are centered
around Creston, CanyapErickson, and YahElectoral Area B shares a border with Idaho (United States)
to the south.

The plan area iwvithin the BC Wildfire Service (BCWS)utheast FirecCentreand Kootenay Lakend
CranbrookFire Zones. Structural firefighting services aordinatedby the RDCK, with volunteer fire
departments located i€anyomnLister and YaliKingsgate, in addition to the pmexisting aid agreements
with Creston, West Creston, and Wynndéedicalcareand ambulance servids providel bythe Creston
ValleyHospital and Health Centr&€reston also has @RCMP detachmeniThere is arRDCkoperated
transfer stationin Yahkthe nearest landfill is in Creston.

Table5 provides an overview of relevant census and seemnomic data, offering valuable insights into

the demographics andharacteristics ofhe plan area.Hectoral AreaBQ population is growinglightly,

with Statistics Canada recording% increase between 2016 and 20® 2,241 However, like most of

the RDCK, the arestill has a decidedly rural characterith an average of only 3 people per square
kilometer.As of 2021, there was a total P77 private dwellingsn the Electoral Areawith apermanent
occupancy rate 091.1% being singleletached homesSuch a high rate gfermanent residentpresents

an ideal opportunity for proactive FireSmart education. This education can have a lasting impact within
the community, empowering residents to applireSmarfprinciples effectively.

Table6: Socieeconomicstatistics for Electoral AreaB, as per the 2021 censis

Population

Total Population 4,802
Population Density (people/km2) 3
Population percentage change between 2016 and 2021 +3.1%
Number of people <14 years of#h of total population for the area) 15.4%
Number of people 1%4 years old% of total population for the area) 56.0%
Number of people >65 years old (% of total population for the area) 28.5%
Median Age (years) 46.5

11 https://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/government/boarebf-directors/electoratareas.htmi
122021 Canadian Census Data.

Regional District of Central Kootenaizlectoral Are® Community Wildfire Pageld
Resiliency Plan


https://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/government/board-of-directors/electoral-areas.html

R BA Blackwell
“ & Associates Ltd.

Housing

Total privatedwellings (year) 1,977
Private dwellings permanently occupied 91.1%
Ownership 82.8%
Income and Employment

Median Total Income of Households $60,800

Figurel. Google Earth image of Canyon and Lister (lookinaythwest).

Canyon Lister

Canyon and Lister are agricultural communities in the Creston Valley south of Creston, located between
Highway 3, Highway 21, and the CanatfiborderProperties are a mix of small residential lots and larger
agricultural parcelsTheCanyonLister Fire Department (operated by tH®@wnof Crestonsince 2023
provides structural and interface fire protection to the communithe RDCK operates a water system in
Lister, andseparaterrigation districts provide water in South Canyon, North Canyon, and Orde Creek.
Canyon Comunity Associationoperates a community hall in the aréé

13 https://www.mycrestonnow.com/32529/news/crestonews/town-of-crestontakesover-canyonlister-fire-department/
14 https://www.canyonbc.ca/
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Figure2. Google Earth image of Rykerts and Huscroft, looking north.
Huscroft, Rykerts
Huscroft and Rykerts are located south of Lister in the Creston Valley, abutting the ¥ dmtader.
They are withinthe CanyorLister Fire Protection Area. The Rykerts improvement district provides

drinking water to parts of the community. Properties are generally large agricultural, except for Bountiful,
which has a higher density of residential development, and its water system.

=

Figure3. Google Earth image of Erickson and Arrow Creek, looking north.
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Erickson

Erickson is located just south of the Town of Creston, on the opposite side of the Goat River from Canyon.
It is part of the Creston Fire Rescue fire protection area and drinking water is provided by the RDCK
operated Erickson water system. Properties are mainly agricultural.

Arrow Creek

Arrow Creek is locateléss than 10 km up Highway 3 east of Creston, behind Arrow Mouriijaré3).
LakeviewArrow Creek Road connects Arrow Creek to Highway 3A between Creston and Wynndel.
Properties are surrounded by forest and support residential and light industrial uses. It is part of the
Creston Fire Rescue fire protection area.

Figure4. Google Earth image of Kitchener, looking northeast.

Kitchener

Kitchener is located on Highway 3 approximately 18 km east of Creston in the Goat River valley. No
structural fire services are providedut the RDCK supports service creation or expansion to cover the
community if feasiblé® As of the 2021 census the population was 24@st structures are clustered in
moderately denseaesidential neighbourhoaglwhere Leadville Road meets Highway 3, but some larger
residential and light industrial use properties are scattered furttest along Highway 3 towards Yahk, or

up Leadville RoadThe Kitchener Irrigation District provides drinking water and the Kitchener Valley
Recreation Society operates a community Fal rail line intersects the community, paralleling Highway

3.

15Rural Crestomr Electoral Are® Comprehensive Land Use Bylaw No.®2D13 (Consolidated to June 2024).
16 https://www.kitchenerbc.ca/kitcheneccommunity-hall
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Figure5. Google Earth image of Yahk (looking north).

Yahk

Yahkis a small community located on Highway 95 at the edge of Electoral Area B just east of the junction
with Highway 3As of the 2021 census the population was Ii1% community is largely residential, with
some commercial / tourist amenitie¥heMoyie River and a rail linatersect the community; Hawkins
Creek valley extends southeabtost properties are small and clusteredarcommunitycore. The Yahk
Kingsgate Volunteer Fire Department provides structure fire protection services t@nm@enity.

Figure6. Google Earth image of Glenlily and Kingsgéte, looking northeast.
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Kingsgate, Glenlily

Glenlily and Kingsgate (furthest south) are located on Highway 95 south of Yahk and the junction with
Highway 3. Moderate to large sized rural residential properties are scattered along Highway 95 towards

the CanadaJS border, parallelling the Moyie Riv8ihe whole corridor iswithin the YahkKingsgate

Volunteer Fire Department fire protection area.

3.3 VALUES AT RISK

Values at risk are the human, natural, or cultural resources that could be negatively impacted by wildfire.
Protection of these values during a wildfire event is an important consideration for effective emergency
response. Prédentifying critical infrastucture and values at risk before an emergency event can ensure

that essential services can be protected and/or restored quickly.

3.3.1 CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Critical infrastructure includes buildings and structures that are essential to the health, safety, security, or
economic wellbeing of the community and the effective functioning of governrhefable7 (and

displayed orMap 2) lists critical infrastructurén the plan areaas identified by the RDCK The assets

operated by the RDCK aitee Erickson and Lister watsystemsand theYahkKingsgate Firelall. Water

and electric systems are discussed in more detail in Seco®2 and 3.3.3 FireSmart Critical

Infrastructure Assessmentmnd associated mitigation activitigmve been conducted othe fire hall in

the plan area

Table7: Criticalinfrastructureand community assetglentified within the WUI.

Critical Infrastructure

CanyonLister Fire Hall
YahkKingsgatd-irehall
Electrical Power Systems (Including Ndiility)

Water Distribution Systems

Lister Water System (well, reservoir, chlorine
disinfection)

Erickson/Arrow Creek Water System (surface intal
treatment plant, two reservoirs)

Emergency
Response
Emergency
Response

Utilities
Utilities
Water

Water

17 FireSmart BC. Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan

LGPS_CRI_FCFS2023CWRPInstructionGuideV1.pdf

18 RDCK maintains a comprehensive database of critical infrastrubtire

development.

Town of Creston

Regional Districbf
Central Kootenay
Cascade Pacific Power

Corp

North Canyon
Improvement District
Regional Distriobf
Central Kootenay
Regional Distriobf
Central Kootenay

Instruction

L2 Ay

Guide

RIGF
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Community Assets
Canyon Community

Canyon CommunitiAall Community Association Canyon
Kitchener Hall Community Kltchen(_ar Valley Kitchener
Recreation Society
. . . YahkKingsgate
YahkKingsgate Community Centre Community Recreation Society Yahk
CanyonListerElementary Community School District 8 Canyon
Erickson Elementary Community School District 8 Erickson

3.3.2 ELECTRICAL POWER

Wildfires have the potential to impact electrical service by causing disruption in network distribution
through direct orindirect processes. For example, heat from flames or fallen trees associated with a fire
event may cause power outages. It is important to note that even distant wildfires can result in electrical
system disruption, and communities should be prepared fus tpossibility. For nearly a week in
September 2022, the town of Jasper, AB, was running entirely off of a temporary generator system due
to wildfire-damaged transmission lines kilometers north of town. It took ATCO, the power authority in the
region, appoximately 10 days to fully restore power to the towh

FortisBGnd BC Hydrprovides electrical service the plan areahrough a network of transmission and
distribution lines. Two transmission line intersect the WUI| roughly paralleling the highwayand
contouring Arow Mountain to the north)n the event of a wildfireBC Hydro and Fortis B@l work with
BCWS crews to protect and monitor electrical infrastructufdle CFRC indicated that there is
communication between the RDCK and utility providers on fidvtay maintenance; however, it is
ultimately the responsibility of the utility companies to manage under the Wildfire Act. Fortis BC also
operates natural gagipelinesin Electoral Area B.

Communities can increase their resilience to an emergency that cuts power for days, or even weeks,
through robust emergency planning and bagk power for key systems, especially wateesidents on

private well systems would beelying on electrical generatots obtain drinking water in the event of a

power outage.Vulnerabilities for secondary powesources include mechanical failure, potentially
insufficient power sources should a wideale outag@ccur, and diesel fuel shortage in the event of long
outages or road closure€iritical infrastructure in the plan area, including waters systems and community
buildings that could be designated as Local Area Emergency Operations Centres under the RDCK
Emergency Response and Recovery Rlaoyld havea backup power sourcdBoth the Yahk community

hall and fire hall have natural gas backup generators.

19 https://globalnews.ca/news/9129496/jaspashetamonwildfire-power-restoredseptember14/
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3.3.3 WATER AND SEWAGE

Drinking vater supply withinElectoral Aredis provided by a combination of community water systems

and private wellor surface water intakes. The RDCK operataswater systens in Erickson and Lister.
Detailed information on each RDCK water system is provided on the RDCK #éhsiteson is the largest

water system that the RDCK operates, providing drinking water to properties in parts of Electoral Area B,
Electoral Area C, and the Town of Creston. Source water is from Arrow Cnpekivement Districts

provide drinking water in Kitchener, Soufranyon, North Canyon, Orde Creek, Kidd Creek, and R¥kerts.
Bountiful also has arivately owned and managed water systefhere are no sewer or wastewater
treatment systems within Electoral Ar@residents rely on private septic systethdNJ 2y WLJ O F 3 S
GNBFGYSYd L FydaoQ

There are several community watersheds in Electoral Area B:

- Arrow Community Watershed (Arrow Creek; surface water for the Town of Creston and Erickson
system)

- Russell Community Watershed (Russell Creek; surface water for Kitchener Improvement District)

- Sullivan Community Watershed (Sullivan Creek; emergency RDCK backup)

- Floyd Community Watershed (Floyd Creek; surface water, South Canyon and Orde Creek
Improvement Districts)

- Camp Run Community Watershed (Camp Run Creek; surface Natdr,Canyon Improvement
Districi)

Table8. Summary of (RDCK) water systems in the WUI

. 655 connections, two enclosed reservoirs, treatment. Source wai
RDCK Erickson
Arrow Creek
196 connections, 885,000 L steel reservoir, treatment. Groundwa
source.

Erickson

RDCK Lister Fauquier

Fire hydrant§as mapped by the RDCtE only located inErickson.For the many areas not serviced by
hydrants,the provision of water suppression for firefighting relies on drafting from standgipsger)or
natural water sourcse. See Sectiorb.4 for recommendations related to fire department resources
including water source mapping

3.3.4 HAZARDOUSALUES

Hazardous values are defined as values that pose a safety hazard to emergency responders and include
large fuel (e.g., propane) facilities, landfills, rail yards, storage facilities containing explosives, and

20 https://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/water/rdckvater-systems.html
21 Rural CrestorElectoral B Comprehensive Land Use Bylaw No. 2316, 2013.
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pipelines. Anywhere combustible materials, explosive chemicals, and gas or oil is stored can be
considered a hazardous value. Protecting hazardous values from fires is important to prevent interface
fire disasters.

Potentially hazardougfrastructure includes RGM Holdings Ltd., a custom log sort and reload facility
located in Yahk (along Highway 3) which stores a substantial amount of wood at any given time, and
industrial and hobby farms that likely store gas, oil, and/or fertiliz8ss stations can also be considered
hazardous infrastructure.

3.3.5 CULTURAL VALUES

Both registered and undocumented histodand archeological sitesiay be foundwithin the WUJ in
addition to locations with high cultural value to local First Natiokeown archeological sites are
protected under the Heritage Conservation Act, which applies to both pravadepublic lands.

The RDCKshould continue to consult with applicable First Nations well before development and
implementation of any proposed fuel prescriptions to allow for meaningful review and,iagutvell as
collaborative opportunitiesArchaeological assessments or cultural use sumeysbe required to ensure

that known or unknown cultural resources are not inadvertently damaged or destroyed, and that First
Nations strategies for land management in their traditional territory are complied. with

3.3.6 HIGH ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES

There are environmental valued riskthroughout Electoral AreaB, but few formally protected areas

within the WUL.Yahk Creek Provincial Pajkst south of Yahlsa campground and day use area managed
primarily for front country recreatiod? The RDCK hawt designated anyenvironmental or riparian
Development Permitireasin Electoral Ared, or regional parks The Mount Kitchener Designated Use

Area off the Kid Creek Forest Service Road in Kitchener is a Conservation Lands area associated with the
Creston Valley Rod and Gun Club range.

There aresignificant overlaps with species and ecosystems at risk identified through the B.C. Conservation
Data Center(Table9). As part of due diligence on public land, gonescriptionsdeveloped for fuel
management treatment (see Sectidt’) shouldidentify and mitigate potential impacts to ecosystems or
species at riskPrescriptionsnay require rationales and/or mitigation measures for tree removal in some
areas especially where overlapping with designated Ungulate Winter Randlife Habitat Areas, or
federallymapped critical habitat. Much of the low elevation slopes south of Highway 3 overlap Ungulate
Winter Range (4-001) for moose, elk, whitailed deer, and mule deer, and the entire WUI overlaps
designated critical Haitat for species at risk (woodland Cariboo, American badger). There is also overlap

22 https://bcparks.calyahkpark/
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with Wildlife Habitat Areas for Rocky Mountain tailed frog south of Glenlily and for Western screech owl

east of Canyon.

Table9: Species and Ecosystems at Risk in the WBC Conservation Data Center.

AlkaliMarsh Butterweed

Banded Cordvioss

Banded Tigersnail

Caribou (Southern
Mountain Population)
Great Blue Heron, Herodia:
Subspecies

Magnum Mantleslug

Nugget Moss

Pygmy Slug

RedTailed Chipmunk,
Simulans Subspecies

Rocky Mountain Tailed Fro
Sheathed Slug
SweetMarsh Butterweed
Western Screeciowl,

Macfarlanei Subspecies

Western Skink

White Sturgeon (Upper
Kootenay River Population
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Senecio hydrophilus

Entosthodon fascicularis

Anguispira kochi

Rangifer tarandus pop. 1
Ardea herodias herodias
Magnipelta mycophaga

Microbryumvlassovii

Kootenaia burkei

Neotamiasruficaudus
simulans

Ascaphus montanus
Zacoleus idahoensis
Senecio hydrophiloides
Megascopkennicottii

macfarlanei

Plestiodon skiltonianus

Acipenser transmontanus
pop. 1

Vascular
Plant
Nonvascular
Yellow
Plant
Invertebrate
Blue .
Animal
Red Vertebrate
Animal
Vertebrate
Blue .
Animal
Invertebrate
Blue .
Animal
Blue Nonvascular
Plant
Invertebrate
Blue .
Animal
Vertebrate
Blue .
Animal
Vertebrate
Blue .
Animal
Red Inv_ertebrate
Animal
Blue Vascular
Plant
Vertebrate
Blue .
Animal
Vertebrate
Blue .
Animal
Red Ve_rtebrate
Animal

TERRESTRIAL

TERRESTRIAL: On Soil

RIVERINE: Riparian;
TERRESTRIAL: Forest
Mixed, Woodland Mixed/
Broadleaf/ Needleleaf
TERRESTRIAL; FOREST
NEEDLELEAF
TERRESTRIAL: Forest
needleleaf broadleaf
TERRESTRIAL: Forest
Needleleaf

TERRESTRIAL: On Soll

TERRESTRIAL: Forest
Mixed Needleleaf,Coarse
Woody Debris; RIVERINE
Riparian

TERRESTRIAL: Forest
Needleleaf,
Suburban/Orchard,
Cropland/Hedgerow;
RIVERINE: Riparian

RIVERINE: Creek, Riparia

TERRESTRIAL: Forest
Needleleaf; RIVERINE:
Riparian
TERRESTRIAL: Forest
Needleleaf
TERRESTRIAL: Forest
Broadleaf Mixed,
Cropland/Hedgerow
RIVERINE: Riparian
TERRESTRIAL: ROCK
OUTCROP, COARSE
TALUS/BOULDERS,
GRASSLAND/HERBACEC(
FOREST NEEDLELEAF
RIVERINE: Big River;
Moderate Gradient; Low
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Gradient; Pool;
LACUSTRINE: Deep Wate
Vascular TERRESTRIAL: Forest

Whitebark Pine Pinus albicaulis Blue Plant Needleleaf, Subalpine

3.3.7 OTHER RESOURCE VALUES

Thereare multiple other important resource values associated with the land base, including fgrestry
agriculture (commercial and hobby farjngecreationand tourism.One of the most important land

managers in the WUI is the Creston Community Fayest/ CO0® ¢ KS // CQa GSydzaNB Sy O
forested landbase in Electoral Area B around Mt. Thompson, south of Highway 3, on Arrow Mountain, and

in the Arrow Creek Valley, including portions that overlap the WUI. There are also a number of woodlots

along Highway 3 and around Arrow Creek.

There are no designated recreation sites or RDf¢ated parks within the WUI, but there are several
community parks, in addition to a provincial trail network on Mt. Thompson, east of Creston. The Trails
for Creston Valley Society is active in supporéing expanding trail networks throughout the ar€a.

Any fuel management withiglectoral Are@®should consider the impact on any of these additional values
and consult with appropriate land managerdicensees, and stakeholdemgroups in the area.
Recommendationgegarding interagency cooperatiare discussed in Secti@nb.

23 hitps://www.crestonvalleytrails.ca/
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SECTION 4WILDFIRRISK ASSESSMENT

Thissection summarizes the factors that contributeltzal wildfire riskin Electoral Ared. Section4.1
discusses the wildfire environment the WUL focusing ontopography, fuel, and weather. Sectidn2
and4.2.3discuss wildfire history in the areand wildfire response data from local fire crevigction4.3
summaries the local risk assessment conducted for the last CWPPindipped to the 1 knkligible
WUI A fullupdate of fuel types and local wildfire threat was outside the scope of this CWRP update.

The relationship between wildfiresk and wildfire threats defined as follows:

Wildfire Risk = Probability X Consequence
Where:

Wildfire riskis defined as the potential losses incurred to humardifd values at riskithin a community
in the event of a wildfire.

Probability is the threat of wildfire occurring in an area and éxpressed by the ability of a wildfire to
ignite and thenconsumefuel onthe landscape! y | WilflreQrieatis controlled primarily by

1 Topography Slope and terrain features can influence rate of spread; aspedifteat pre-
heating and other fuel properties
1 Fuel:Amount, vertical and horizontal arrangement, type, and dryness
1 Weather. Temperaturerelative humidity, wind speed and directipprecipitation
Consequencegefer to the repercussions associated with fire occurrence in a given. digaer
consequences are associated with densely populated apgasence of values at risk, etc.

4.1 WILDFIRE ENVIRONMENT

There arethree environmental components that influence wildfire behavior: topography, weather, and
FdzSt & ¢KSAS O02YLRYySyida | NS 3ISySNI fFig@e?)NBRWSHBINE R (2
which they individually influence the wildfire environment of theawill be detailed belowFuel is the

only component of the fire triangle that can lbeasonablymanagedthrough human interventionlt is

important to recognize that in WUI fires, wildland fuels (trees, shrubs, branches, etc.) are not the only fuel
available to the fireg houses and their exterior construction materials and landscaping vegetation, cars,
barbeque propane tanks, and ne(anything that is flammable or combustible) is available fuel.

Regional District of Central Kootenaflectoral Ared Community Wildfire
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Figure?7. Graphic display of the fire behaviour triangle, and a subset of characteristics within each compdfent.

4.1.1 TOPOGRAPHY

{t2LS adSSLlySaa AyFtdzSyoSa GKS FTANBQa GNI2SOG2NE
of a fire to gain momentum uphill. Other factors of topography that influence fire behaviour include
aspect, elevation, and configuration of feads on the landscape that can restrict (i.e., water bodies, rock
outcrops) or drive (i.e., valleys, exposed ridges) the movement of a wil8tkgh and southwesdfacing

slopes are typically the most concerning fi@ating and solar radiation, which caocelerate fuel drying.
Topography also impacts the other aspeds the fire environment. Aspect and slope influences
vegetation type and continuity, which is discussedSiction4.1.2 Also, slope length and form can
influence both regional and diurnal wind patterns (eapabatic and katabatic slope winds).

The communities dElectoral Are®Bare clustered along Highways 3 and 95, situated along valley bottoms
and the floodplains of the Kootenay River south of Cresidns development pattern has innate fire
resiliency characteristicas most structures are located on flat to gently sloping ground at valley bottom.
However, forested slopes above communities pose an access constraint for suppression and fuel
mitigation activities, and are associated with accelerated rates of fire spresidpe.

Tablel0 presents a breakdown of the WUI based on slope steepness classes, with implications for fire
behaviour.The majority of the WUI (65%) is on less than 20% slope, associated with a normal rate of
spread. 10% of the WUI is within-3D% slope, associated with an increased rate of spread as flame tilt
will preheat fuel. 12% of the WUI is within the-8%% slopeclass where flame tilt and flame and fuel
interaction contribute to a high rate of spread. 7% of the WUI is within th803% slope class, associated

with a high rate of spread. And 6% of the WUI is greater than 60% slope and associated with an extreme
rate of spread.

24 Graphic adopted from th€rovince of Alberta.
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Tablel10: Slope Percentage and Fire Behaviour Implicatighs.

Percent ofEligible WUI Fire Behaviour Implications

Very little flame and fuel interaction caused by slope, norm

0, 0,
e £ rate of spread.

21-30% 10% Flame tilt begins to preheat fuel, increase rate of spread.
31-45% 12% F!ame tiltpreheats fuel and begins to bathe flames into fuel,
high rate of spread.

1660% 7% Flame tilt preheats fuel and bathes flames into fuel, very hig
rate of spread.
>60% 6% Flame tilt preheats fuel and bathes flames into fuel well

upslope, extremeate of spread.

Slopeassociatedire riskis dependent upon the slope position of val&ablell). Values locatedt mid

to upper slope have a heightened wildfire riflke to the preheating of fuels from fire below and longer
flame lengths reaching uphill. As discussed above, most commumitielectoral Ared are located at
valley bottom, orslopes<30%, so would not have increased fire behaviour influenced by topography and
slope position alone. Howevethere are somestructures that are mielope, and these would be
threatened by faster rates of sloggriven fire spreadlt should be noted that fires can also spread
downhill, due to downslope winds or rolling dedri

ForElectoral Ared, the key topographical feature affecting potential fire behaviour is the presence of
continuous forestd slopeon all aspectsorth of Highway 3, east of Creston, and extending south across
the border into IdahoThereis little alpine terrainin proximity to communities irElectoral Area Bso

natural topographic breaks to fire spread are limited. The wide Creston Valley represents a large barrier
to fire spread from the west.

Table11: Slope Position of Value and Fire Behaviour Implicatiéhs.

Slope Position of Value Fire Behaviour Implications

Bottom of SlopeNalley Bottom Impacted by normal rates of spread.

B RFLWSR FNRY ¢+Fo6fS oY {21 t SNOSyGl3S YR CANB . SKEBDAZ2NI LYL
Tools for Fuel Management websitehttps://www?2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfirestatus/prevention/firefuel-
management/fuelmanagement

%6CopiedfromfNB Y ¢ 6fS pY {21 t2aAdAzy 2F Il tdzS IyYyR CANB . SKI GA2]
[20Ff [S@St¢T ¢22ta FhamNIwodsSiby.badaifdv/ebsin@syiéty/widBrestatasip@vention/fire
fuel-management/fuelmanagement
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Slope Position of Value Fire Behaviour Implications

Impacted by increase rates of spread. Position on a bench may reduce t

I} SIBEE- (el preheating near the value. (Value is offset from the slope).

Impacted by fast rates afpread. No break in terrain features affected by

tESIERE @aiUErs preheating and flames bathing into the fuel ahead of the fire.

Impacted by extreme rates of spread. At risk to large continuous fire run,

Upper 1/3 of slope preheating and flames bathing into the fuel.

4.1.2 RUEL

Understanding the distribution, type, and management of wildland fuels withactoral AredQ WUl is

vital for developing effective wildfire mitigation and management strategies. Fuel is the only component
of the fire triangle that can be realistically managed through human intervention. This section analyses
and discusses availablldlandvegetative fuels withirelectoral Are&Q & UI.

Electoral Ared@ exhibits a unique mix of vegetative communities that are influenced by human activities

FYR GKS NBIA2YyQa yIldz2NF £ 3IS23aNIF LKeéed [FyR Of SI NARy3
has altered thevegetative landscape in the valley bottom. This process has resulted in expansive swaths

of cleared and/or irrigated farmland and lawns intermixedinterfacingwith forested areas. If well

maintained, these clearings effectively reduce the wildfire threat, creating natural firebreaks within the
community. Additionally, riparian influence along the waterways results in typically deciduous or mixed
vegetation. Deciduous vegetation, with its high moisture content and low volatility characteristics, can
reduce fire behaviour and mitigate wildfire kis

Recent logging has impacted the fire environmenthaf plan area, althougmost cutblocks are located

on upper slopes outside of the WUI. Regardless, continued efforts to reduce accumulations of slash
(harvest debris) in harvested areas will further reduce potential wildfire behavior and associated risk to
nearby neighbourhoodsBCWS noted that typically licensee compliance with hazard mitigation and open
burning under the Wildfire Act is good.

The Canadian Forest Fire Behaviour Prediction (FBP) System outlines sixteen fuel types based on
characteristic fire behaviour under defined conditich88C Wildfire Service maintains a provincial fuel

type layer that was confirmed and updated for the previous 2017 CWREBre there were new areas of

WUI that did not exist in 2017, the PSTA fuel type data was Uissldould be noted that mixed conifer
stand€8in the interiormoistbelt, within which Electoral Are®8Q\& Ul isocated are one of the specifically
identified areas of uncertainty and knowledge gaps within the FBP system and are considered, at best, a

27Forestry Canada Fire Danger Group. 1992. Development and Structure of the Canadian Forest Fire Behavior Prediction System:
Information Report SK-3.

28 Species such as western white pine and western larch growing in-stayi canopies, usually associated with Doudiigs

redcedar, lodgepole pine, or other species.
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poor match with any fuel typ& The FBP system was almost entirely developed for boreal antdaeial

forest types, which do not occur within the study areas. Furthermore, fuel types depend heavily on
Vegetation Resource Inventory (VRI) data, which is gathered and maintained to itifaber
management objectives, not fire behaviour prediction. Although a subjective process, the most
appropriate fuel type was assigned based on research, experience, and practical knowledge; this system
has been successfully used within BC, with contiimipiovement and refinement, for 25 yeat$ln some

areas, aerial imagery is of low spatial resolution and/or ground access was impossible, making fuel type
assessment difficulTable12 lists the percentage of fuel types and associated wildfire behaviour within
the WUI fuel types within the WUI are displayed brap 3.

Accordingto local BCWS representatives, grass\Léb) fuels are a concern in the region, especially in
the spring when these fine fuels dry out. Other fuels of concern are def3$€-Clodgepole pindorests
especially with high amounts of ladder or surface fuels.

Tablel12: Fuel typesn Hectoral AreaBQ W UI

0,
Wildfire Behaviour Under Percent (%)

Fuel Type Fuel Type Description INGCERGEY) of public

land

High Wildfire Danger Leve

Plantations older than 20 years. Higk Almost always crown fire,

G2 density with high canopglosureand  high to very high fire 37 1%
low crowns. intensity and rate of spread
Fully stocked, mature conifer stands Surface and crown fire, low

G3 with crowns separated from the to very high fire intensity 753 12%
ground. and rate of spread
Dense polesapling forest, heavy deac Almost always crown fire,

G4 and down, dead woody fuel, vertical high to very high fire 129 2%
crown fuelcontinuity. intensity and rate of spread

Wellstocked mature forest, crowns
separated from ground. Moderate

understory herbs and shrubs. Little
grass or surface fuel accumulation.

Low tomoderately fast
spreading, low to moderate 285 4%
intensity surface fire.

G5

Surface fire spread, torchin
of individual trees, rarely

Mature and open forest stands with ¢ crowning (usuallyimited to

> I 0,
G7 Hﬁanr(n (r)Tf] ;Ei:}yysg;:]rsjsbssfuels and lower slopes > 30%), moderate tc 1601 25%
' high intensity and rate of
spread
Deciduous stands/forest. Hazard '
increases with the amount of deadfal IR B SUMEER IS, (o
D-1/2 . moderate rate of spread 864 13%
and/or establishment of a flammable g .
and fire intensity
shrub layer.
M-1/2 Moder.ately wel#st(?cked mixed stand: SJrfacg, torching and 1945 30%
of conifer and deciduous, low to crowning, moderate to very

29 Natural Resources Canada. 2018. British Columbia Wildfire Fuel Typing and Fuel Type Layer Description. Daniel D.B. Perrakis,
George Eade, and Dana Hicks

30 Perrakis, D, G. Eade and D. Hicks. 2018. Canadian Forest Service Pacific Forestry Centre. British Columbia Wildfige Fuel Typi
and Fuel Type Layer Description
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Fuel Type Description

moderate dead stems and down
woody fuels. Often transition to
become more conifer dominated as
pioneer deciduous species die out if
disturbance is excludett.

DN} aaftlkyR FdzSfa «
3 NJ & arSférsto standdg). The

Wildfire Behaviour Under
High Wildfire Danger Leve

high intensity and spread
rate (depending on slope
and percent conifer and
season (in leaf vs leafless)

Rapid spreading, intense

Area (ha)

Percent (%)

of public
land

0,
QA volatility of this fuel type depends on surface fire 684 11%
the percentage of grass that is cured
Continuous and uncompacted slath RETEES ot surf_ace f|r.e,
types with large fuel loads and deep o7 tD AmoTieiE -mtensny
S1/S3 : . to moderate to high rate of 104 1%
slash depthVaries depending on .
. ” spread and high to very
species composition of slash. Lo . ;
high intensity surface fire.
Areas with no available forest or gras
fuels(e.g., roadways, gravel clearing:
Non-fuel irrigated and/or mowed fields). These N/A a1 1%
areas may (and often do) contain
combustible materials, infrastructure,
flammable landscaping, and homes.
Water Water and riparian featu-res (e.g., N/A 168 i
rivers, streamswaterbodies, wetlands
Private 11434 -
31Larch was treated as deciduous during fuel typing to account for its high moisture content.
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4.1.3 WEATHER

Weather conditions, including relative humidity and wind, along with drought, play pivotal roles in wildfire
behaviour. The intricacies of local topography can result in unpredictable and variable weather patterns,
further emphasizing the significance ofeather as a primary environmental factor influencing fire
behaviour. Electoral AreaB is within the moist climate subregion of soutlentral BC. Diverse local
topography results in variable weather patterns within this subregion.

The regional climate is characterized by warm, dry seasons, with hot summers and mild winters. Moisture
deficits are common on submesic and drier sites, and even mesic sites in hot, dry years. Climate change
projections suggest these trends will intensiéyd point toward even hotter summers and more
pronounced droughts. These conditions will create an environment conducive to increased wildfire
behaviour, particularly in the context of the region's complex topography.

Historical weather data can provide information on the number and distribution of days when
communitiesin Electoral AreBS ELISNA Sy 0SS KAIK FANB RIFEy3ISNI O2yRAGA 2
with a Canadian Forest Fire Danger Rating System (CFFDRS) Danger Class rating of 4 (High) or 5 (Extreme).
Average danger class data flectoral Are®8can be determined from representative BC Wildfire Services

(BCWS) fire weather stationshe Goatfellweather station, located on theouth aspect slopes above

Goatfell at 1098 m elevationyas selectedhs the most representativel heweather stationis situated

within the ICHw1, which covers33% of the WUITablel3in the next section)Averagefire danger class

datafor the past 14 yearis presented below irFigure8.

Data from the Goatfell fire weather station shows that July, August, and September have the greatest
number of High and Extreme fire danger days, with July averaging 10 days, August averaging 14 days, and
September averaging 6 days for High and Extremebamed. When combined, 33% of days in those three
months exhibit High or Extreme fire danger. It is important to note that High fire danger days are present

in June and October, as well.
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Fire Danger Class - Goatfell (2010 - 2024)
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Figure8. The average number of days by Fire Danger Class for the pagtdrs, based on data from the BC Wildfire
ServicesGoatfellweather station.

Wind speed and direction are also critical weather components influencing fire behavior, and wind speed
and direction are also recorded at BCWS weather stations. Data is publicly available in the form of average
Initial Spread Index (ISI) roses. The I&hismeric rating of the expected rate of fire spread that combines

the effects of wind speed and fine fuel moisture (which is controlled by temperature and relative
humidity). 1SI roses can be used to help plan the location of fuel treatments on thetgad® protect

values at risk based on the predominant wind direction and frequency of higher ISI values. Wildfire that
occurs upwind of a value poses a more significant threat to that value than one which doeumsind.

During the fire season (July to September), Geatfell F ANBE ¢S+ G KSNJ aidl G6A2y Qa K2o
that the plan areaprimarily experiences strong diurnal wintigat originatefrom the west and south

during the daytime and shift tmortheastwinds at night.PeaklISI valuedypically occur during the
afternoon. As perFigure9 below July andAugust are peak months for high ISI valuescal BCWS
representatives also indicated that July and August are the most dangerous months for fire weather due

to hot, dry, and windy conditions. Wind events, especially weather systems like cold fronts that produce

high winds, are a particular coneefor firefighters as wind is a strong driver of fire behavior in the plan

area.
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ISI_Rose for GOATFELL (401) (1996-2015)

ISI_Rose for GOATFELL (401) (1996-2015)
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Figure9. Average daily(right) and monthly(left) ISI valuesiuring the fire season (April to October) fahe Goatfellweather station.
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4.2 WILDFIRE HISTORY

4.2.1 HISTORIC FIRE REGIME

The plan areaxan beclassifiedusingthe Biogeoclimatic Ecosystem Classification (BEC) system, which
categorizeghe province into zones by vegetation, soils, and climate. Regional subzones are derived from
relative precipitation and temperature.

The distribution of Biogeoclimatic zones and associated Natural Disturbance Types (NDT) within the WUI
are displagdin Map 5 and summarized below ifiablel13. Situated mainly in the valley bottom at lower
elevation, the WUI is predominantly within the Interior Cedar Hemlock very dry warm (ICHxw) subzone.
Thisis associated with an NDT4 regingeecosystems with frequent stanthaintaining fires. These

frequent fires would maintain the existing forest stand structure through frequentitdensity fires that

would normally regulate the amount of surface fuel builol and reduce the number of small, saplsige
regenerating trees. A higher frequency and a variable intensity of these types of fires across the landscape
would create mosaics of unevaged forests and grassy or shrubby openings which naturally atestri

the spread of large, severe firds NASNJ adF yYRTAYAGALFIGAYy3 ONRsY FANBA
at intervals ranging from at least 150 to 250 ye#rs.

33% of the WUIis within the Interior Cedar Hemlock, Dry Warm (ICHdWl) subzone, occurring on the slopes

just above the ICHxw, with an associated NRT802 a@aidSya gAGK FTNBIHESyd adl
These ecosystems are characterized by frequent wildfires that range from small spot fires to
conflagrations covering tens of thousands of hectafeBhis results in a landscape mosaic of stands of
RAFTFSNBY G |3Sa 6AGK Ay RrafperRed often acturrgtlRaaid couldl grgviito S @Sy 1
enormous sizes if no topographidahiting features were present. The mean return interval for fire in the

ICH NDT3 is approximately 150 ye&rs% of the WUI is within the dry mild (ICHdm) subzone, occurring

mainly in the margins of the WUI situated on slopes above the dry warm subzone. This subzone is also
associated with an NDT3 regime.

It is important to consider that fire regimes in the region were lilsdigped in part byre-settlement
cultural burning practices by First Natioifisis also important to consider that, in the future, BEC (and
associated NDT) distributions will likelyift because of climate change.

Table13. Biogeoclimatic Zone and associatéthtural Disturbance Types (NDTs) of Electoral ABéga 2 | L

Natural Disturbance Area Percent ofEligible WUI
Biogeoclimatic Zone
Type (ha) (%)

ICHdm NDT3 1%
ICHdw 1 NDT3 5986 33%
ICHxw NDT4 11820 66%

32 BC Biodiversity Guidebodkitps://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/library/documents/bib19715.pdf
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Map 4. Biogeoclimatic Zones in the Eligible WUI.
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4.2.2 HISTORICAL WILDFBECURENCES

The Kootenay region has a history of large migederity and standeplacing fires. Settlement,

particularly logging and mining practices, resulted in an increase in hdrtanizi SR FANB A Ay GKS
G2 SFNIe&e& mdonnQad 5 dzNAshbirmed KEh ofneplands@ape for creaspd at@®@ss> Y A Y
to and visibility of the underlying geologg.S ¢ A f RTANBA 23SNJ mnn Kihe Kl S 2
largest wildfire to occur since the 2017 CWPP was the Six Mile Creek Wildfire (N71011) i2B28ust

roughly 14 km northeast of CrestdhThehumancausedire was actioned by BCWS ground and aviation

crews and burned 55.1 ha, according to BCWS -fiestdata. Figure 11 below displays wildfire

occurrences, by size, from 2@to 2020.

& X

Figure10. Image of the Six Mile Creek wildfire (N71011) in August 2022. Source: BC Wildfire Services.

B iS4 YO [/ NBaltzy =+LtftSeé | ROFLyOSed y 1 dz3dzad wnanuuwd 4! t5!¢9Y
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FZM2DOBVUARA s?format=jpg&name=medium
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Figurell. Historic wildfires over 100 ha in size from2®to 202.

BCWS fire ignition data, which records point ignitions that may or may not have developed into a wildfire
with a recorded perimeter area, is only available from 1950 onwards. Lighting strikes account for 29% of
ignition starts, 46% are humasaused, and Z& unknown.Figurel2 below displays the frequency of
wildfire ignitions, grouped by ignition source, from 1950 to 202i8toric wildfire perimeters and ignition
sources, from 1912022, are displayed below an Map 5 for an area within five kilometers of the WUI.
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Historic Wildfire Ignitions
1950-2023
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Figure12. Historic wildfire ignitions from 19562023 by ignition source.
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Map 5: Historical fire perimeters and fire ignitions in the WUI
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4.2.3 WILDFIRRESPONSE

Fire departments servicing Electoral Area B respond just as frequently to wildland fires as to structure
fires, if not more so. This is reflected in the level of preparation to respond to wildland ¢fiees
summarized in SectioB.4, both fire departments have wildland/brush trucks complete with forestry
pump(s), hosg accessories, and wildlargpecific Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for their
members. There are two Structural Protection Unit (SPU) tradlesdablein the Creston ValleyCreston

Fire Rescue reported an average of 1.9 wildland and 0.5 structure fire calls annually since 2015.

This response data demonstrates the importance of wileSpecific training and equipment and public
fire education wildfires can just as easily begin from a house fire igniting the adjacent forest and wildland
fuels. See Section 5 for related recommendations.

4.3 RISK FRAMEWORK AND RISK CLASS MAPS

4.3.1 PROVINCIAL STRATEWBIREAT ANALYSIS

The Province of BC produces a Provincial Strategic Threat Analysis (PSTA, updated in 2021) for all non
private land parcels in B@esigned to consistently assess and map different aspects of wildfire threat and
risk around the provincé& This higHevel assessment of relative wildfire threat throughout the province

is largely based on Vegetation Resource Inventory (VRI) data, fire occurrence patterns, potential fire
intensity, and spotting potential. The PSTA ranks threat on a scalgoofdst) through 10 (extreme). The

PSTA is a highvel geographic information system (GIS) raster analysis that is suitable for wildfire threat
information across the land base; appropriate land management activities need to be determined at the
local lewel using sitespecific standevel information.

The PSTA also forms the basis for the identification of the wilellaipan interface (WUI) in BC. Structure
densities are used to define areas of human development:kfn uffer is applied on these areas to
represent a reasonable maximum distance that emsbcan travel from a wildfire to ignite a structure.
Notably, this threat analysis does not extend onto private land, nor does it account festnartural
values that may be considered values at risk for a community, highlighting the importance of local
community wildfire planning.

hyOS GKS 2! L A& RSTAYSRI Al A& O2YO0OAYSR gAlGK (KS
/[ fraaQ LkRftedaz2ya GKNRdAzAK2 dzi to priodize ¢igk kedluctibrNihitdtbes2 NJ O
categorizing WUI polygons by a risk class of 1 (highest) through 5 (lowestipglivation of relative risk

34 Province of BC. 12 May 20232021 Update: Provincial Strategic Threat Analysis (PSTA).
https://www?2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfirestatus/prevention/firefuel-management/psta
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R2S&a y2i AYLX@& ay2 NRalé aryOS GKS TRPSTAFikdhredt2 A RS
Rating and WUI Risk Class Rating are shomap®6 below. Communities in Electoral Ard&zare all in a
provincially defined Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Risk Class polygon that has a Risk Class of 1
(Kitchener, Yahkor 2 Crestor) which reflects the highest wildfire risk ratings.
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Map 6. Provincial Strategic Threat Analysis (PSTA) Fire Threat Rating and WUI Risk Class Rating
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4.4 LOCAL WILDFIRESKASSESSMENT

There are twamain components of this local riskssessment: thavildfire behaviour threat clagguels,
weather, and topography subomponents) and th&VUI risk claséstructural subcomponent).The local
wildfire threat assessment process includes several key steps as outlidggb@émdixB: Local Wildfire
Risk Processnd summarized as follows:

1 Fuel type attribute assessmeqiground truthing/verification and updating as required to
develop a local fuel type magppendixB-1: Fuel Typind/iethodology).
9 Consideration of the proximity of fuel to the commundtyecognizing that fuel closest to the
community usually represents the highest hazakggendixB-4: Proximity of Fuel to the
Community.
1 Analysis of predominant summer fire spread pattegnssing wind speed and wind direction
during the peak burning period using ISI Rose(s) from BCWS weather statiin(s$peed,
wind direction, and fine fuel moisture condition influence wildfire trajectory and rate of spread.
9 Consideration of topography in relation to valudsklel0 Tablell) - slope percentage and
aft 2L LRaArAldAzy 2F (GKS @Ftdz2S I NB O2yaARSNBRXZ
trajectory and rate of spread and slope position relates to the ability of a fire to gain momentum
uphill.
9 Stratification of the WUt according to relative wildfire threat based on the above
considerations, other local factors, and field assessment of priority wildfire risk areas.
A fuel type and local wildfire threat and risk update was not within the scope of this CWRP update.
However, fieldwork was completed to support thepgoritization of previously proposed fuel treatment
units, and identify potential new units. Wildfire Hat Assessment (WTA) plots were completed in select
areas of the WUI in late 2024eeAppendix B2: Wildfire Threat Assessment Plaisd Map 3) only to
support the fuel treatment unit updates.

It is important to note that the local WTA analysis does not apply to private land parcels nor any areas
outside of theEligible WUfor this CWRP. As well, the threat assessments quantify threat as it relates to
forest fuels, but do not include the ignition potential of residential landscaping, structures, or other
infrastructure. Structure fires and structute-structure spread in awildfire scenario are largely
attributable to hazardous conditions in the FireSmart Home Ignition Zone of a structurdhgerea

within 30m of the principal building and/or its attachments).

4.4.1 WILDFIRE THREAT CLASS ANALYSIS

Classes of thwildfire threat classanalysisare as follows:

1 Very Low:Waterbodies with no forest or grassland fuels, posing no wildfire threat;
1 Low:Developed and undeveloped land that will not support significant wildfire spread;
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1 Moderate: Developed and undeveloped land that will support surface finas can pose little
threat to homes and structures;
9 High:Landscapes or standgth continuous forestear grasslanduels that will support
candling, intermittent crowrfires, or continuous crown fires. These landscapes oftentain
steeper slopes, rough or broken terrain and/or south or west aspects. High polygons may
include high indices of dead and downed conifarsl
1 Extreme:Continuous forested land that will support intermittent or continuous crown fires.
The results of the wildfire threat class analys#sried forwards from the 200CWPP and clipped to the 1
km WUIare showron Map 7 and summarized iffablel4 below. Thelocal threat aalysis shows thafor
the assessable area (i.e., qivate landand removing large water bodies like Kootenay Rj\aefarge
proportion ¢ over40%-isin aHigh or Extreme wildfiréhreat classOverall, private land totalé8% ofthe
[2027]WUI¢ this area was not allocatefite threat data. Conditions on private land can often result in
the fire hazard being much higher than in the forest adjacent if there is low comphaiticd-ireSmart
vegetation and structure principles

Table14: Wildfire threat summary forElectoralArea BQ Bligible WUI
Wildfire Threat

5 -
Threat Class %of WUI oXoli AssLeasns:ble Publi
83

Extreme <1% 1%
High 2345 13% 42%
Moderate 1954 11% 35%
Low 1261 7% 22%
Very Low/No Threat (Water) 0 0% =
No Data (Private Land) 12195 68% =

4.4.2 WUIRISKCLASBNALYSIS

WUl risk classes are quantified when the Wildfifdireat (the above)is assessed adigh or Extreme,
potentiallycausirg unacceptable wildfirgiskwhen near communities and developments. Widk dasses
are described below:

1 Low: The high or extreme threat is sufficiently distant from developments, having no direct
impact of the community and is located ovekr from structures;

1 Moderate: The high or extreme threat is sufficiently distant from developments, having no
direct impact of the community and is located 500m tkn2 distance from structures;

9 High The high or extreme threat has potential to directly impact a community or development
and is located 200m to 500m from structures; and

1 Extreme The high or extreme threat has potential to directly impact a community or
development and is located within 200m from structures.
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Tablel5 below (and displayed oMap 7) summarizes the risk class ratings within the WUI. OR{f&8

ha assigned a High or Extreme wildfire threat cld€892 ha(40%) have a High or Extreme WUI riBkis
represents 10% of the assessable public land in the Whi$. analysis provides an initial step towards
identifying priority areas/neighbourhoods for directing FireSmart education and vegetative/fuel
management efforts, if practicable.

Tablel15: WUIrisk class ratingswithin the Eligible WUIof the Electoral AreeB

WUIRisk

0, A
RiskClass Hectares %of WUI % Asgessabl

Public Land
Extreme 266 1% 4%
High 1117 6% 17%
N/A (Moderate, Low, or Very Low fire threat) 5019 28% 78%
No Data (Private Land) 11434 64% -
Regional District of Central Kootenaizlectoral Are® Community Wildfire Paged7
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Map 7: Localwildfire threat assessmentvithin the WUI
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