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Creston Valley Alternative Water Supply Feasibility Study Final Report

Nelson, BC: The Creston Valley Alternative Water Supply Feasibility Study Final Report has been submitted to the
Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) from Associated Engineering (B.C.) Ltd. The report reviewed and
assessed the feasibility of providing an alternative long term water supply for agriculture in the Creston Valley.
This is an important step in better understanding current and future agricultural water needs and securing a
sustainable water supply for agriculture in the valley. The intent is to reduce pressure on the existing water
systems, while looking for opportunities to increase water use efficiency and reduce system loss.

“This report is an important first step in recognizing the scale and complexity of water supply challenges for
agriculture in the Creston Valley,” said Chris Gainham, RDCK Utility Services Manager. “The feasibility study does
not present a shovel-ready project, but rather a roadmap that illustrates both the limits of our current systems
and the magnitude of investment needed to address long-term agricultural water supply needs. This is valuable
information that allows us to make more informed decisions. Moving forward, our efforts will concentrate on
evaluating economic opportunities, the potential for crop diversification, and the cost-benefit of securing more
reliable water—alongside the risks of doing nothing.”

In 2019, the RDCK Board adopted a Drinking Water Conservation Plan. Per the plan, treated drinking water from
Arrow Creek is used to irrigate agricultural crops in the Creston Valley. This project aims to explore alternative
water sources and infrastructure required for crop irrigation - helping to sustain agriculture in the Creston
Valley. Currently, agricultural demand in the Creston Valley is supplied by the Arrow Creek water treatment
plant, the Goat River, and numerous private groundwater wells and surface water licences. By securing a
separate water source for irrigation, the objective of the project is to also promote drinking water conservation,
preserving Arrow Creek's treated water for domestic use and alleviating pressure on the sensitive Goat River
watershed.

Funding for this project was received through the Agricultural Water Infrastructure Program, which is funded by
the Government of BC through the Ministry of Agriculture and Food and delivered by the Investment Agriculture
Foundation of BC.

More information regarding this project, including access to the report, follow the link below:
https://engage.rdck.ca/cvstudy.

Incorporated in 1965, the Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) is a local government that serves 60,000
residents in 11 electoral areas and nine member municipalities. The RDCK provides more than 160 services,
including community facilities, fire protection and emergency services, grants, planning and land use, regional
parks, resource recovery and handling, transit, water services and much more. For more information about the
RDCK, visit www.rdck.ca.
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For further information, please contact:

Chris Gainham

Manager, Utility Services

Regional District of Central Kootenay
Tel: 250.551.7388

Email: cgainham@rdck.bc.ca
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