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As recovery efforts continue following the 2024 wildfire season, the Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) remains committed to ensuring that community voices play a central role in shaping
our ongoing work. Despite the limitations we have faced due to funding constraints, we are proud of
the partnerships built and the tangible progress made in collaboration with our communities.

April Recovery Highlights

This month marked the closing phase of several initiatives and a shift toward longer-term recovery
planning. Key updates include:

e Community Reflection Sessions in Slocan and Silverton: The RDCK hosted two additional
community reflection sessions on April 5 in Slocan and April 6 in Silverton. These sessions,
like those before them, created space for residents to share their experiences and contribute
to the shaping of future preparedness and recovery efforts.

¢ Closing of Online Engagement: Our online engagement platform has now closed. The
information gathered through this platform and in-person sessions is being compiled into a
broad After-Action Report, which will be presented to the RDCK Board and shared publicly.

¢ Support for the Slocan Valley Emergency Response Plan: On April 23, RDCK elected officials
and staff participated in a community meeting at the Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative
(SiFCO) Resiliency Centre in Appledale, supporting the development of the Slocan Valley
Emergency Response Plan. This initiative emerged from the wildfire recovery working groups
and is jointly led by the WE Graham Society and West Kootenay NavCare, with financial
support from the United Way. The event was well attended and included broad
representation from community members, business owners, elected officials, Canadian Red
Cross staff, and other government representatives.

o« Completion of Food Security Initiative: The food support project for Slocan Valley residents,
funded by Food Banks BC, has now concluded. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Food Banks
BC for their responsiveness and generosity, and to the dedicated teams at WE Graham
Society and West Kootenay NavCare for delivering this support to community members in
need.



¢ Ongoing Collaboration with Economic Partners: The RDCK continues work with Selkirk
College and Community Futures Central Kootenay to explore shared opportunities in building
economic resilience during times of emergencies.

Looking Ahead

This will be our final regular monthly community recovery bulletin. The RDCK is grateful to everyone
who contributed their time, insight, and energy to this effort. Should significant developments arise in
the future, we will issue special updates as needed.

The After Action Report and other recovery-related resources, once ready, will be made available on
our website at RDCK.ca/emergency.

For further information regarding our community recovery planning, please contact lan Briscoe,
Emergency Program Coordinator with the RDCK at ibriscoe@rdck.bc.ca
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