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Water Main Repair

Water Rate Implications
The cost of long-term borrowing for the
projects will require about 26% more water
system revenue. The RDCK is concerned
about rate increases but they are inevitable.

Online Public Meeting
An online public meeting will be held on:

April 21, 2021
6:00 PM

Metering can provide rate equity.

What Would Happen If Longterm Borrowing is Not
Approved?
Water line replacements will be still be
required. If grant funding cannot be secured,
the alternative is short-term borrowing.

We encourage you to attend the online public
meeting and review information as it becomes
available before making your decision.
Please visit our website for more information
on how to attend the meeting, complete
Elector Response Form, and to submit
questions/comments online at:

www.rdck.ca/AAPEricksonWaterSystem

If water demand is not managed and water
lines are not replaced, this will lead to other
cost increases and Arrow water supply
concerns.
Please attend the upcoming online public
meeting to find out more.

rdck.ca
Phone: 250.352.6665 | Email: info@rdck.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.7325 (BC)

Alternative
Approval
Process
Erickson Universal
Metering Project
rdck.ca

Project Information

Project Costs

Alternate Approval Process

The RDCK is proposing universal metering and
distribution system upgrades for the Erickson
water service.

The RDCK needs your approval to borrow
$3,729,100 to move forward with the project:
 $2,983,000 for universal metering
 $710,000 for distribution system upgrades
 $36,100 for long-term loan borrowing fees
The cost of interest and principal payments on
the loan is anticipated to be $281,000 annually
for 20 years.



Background






The Arrow water treatment plant that
services Erickson and the Town of Creston is
facing challenges to meet increasing demand
from agricultural growth, aged leaking water
lines, and drought conditions
Erickson water service has seen significant
rate increases in recent years due to the
increased costs for meeting consumption
demands
Demands must be managed to avoid costly
capacity upgrades or water shortages

Proposed Project




Install meters in meter pits at property
boundary for each service
Install backflow preventers
Replace two asbestos cement water mains

Project Benefits





Billing equity
Water conservation
Improved leak detection for both customer
and RDCK service lines
Reduced consumables and deferred capacity
upgrades




Project Funding
The Erickson universal metering and distribution
system upgrades will be funded with long-term
borrowing, subject to public approval. Success of
a pending grant application for universal metering
would significantly reduce the amount of
borrowed funds required for the overall project.
The RDCK will also continue to respond to any
future eligible grant opportunities for this project.





Project Timeline
Subject to public approval of borrowing, the
project will commence in fall 2021 with servicing
upgrades in preparation for meter installs
beginning in spring 2022.

“I am so happy that I have a meter installed at my property line. It can detect
any leaks on my property and measures
all of the water coming into my property
– I now pay for what I use and it is fair to
all system users.”
-B. Gray, Balfour water customer



The Alternative Approval Process is being
used to gain public approval for the
Erickson water service project
borrowing.
No response is required if you are in
favour of the proposed project.
If electors in the Erickson water service
are in opposition to the project
borrowing, they can sign an elector
response form and submit it to the
RDCK.
If at least 10% of the qualified electors
sign the elector response form, the
Regional District Board may not proceed
with long term project borrowing.
Without support, the Regional District
Board may elect to revise the scope of
the project and undertake short term
borrowing on behalf of the system for
upgrades, which does not require elector
assent. The implications of this will be a
much greater increase in future user
rates than what is currently being
proposed.
Response forms (see below) will be
accepted until 4:30 pm on Monday, May
10, 2021.

For more information on the projects,
proposed borrowing, Alternate Approval
Process, and to complete the ELECTOR
RESPONSE FORM, please visit:

www.rdck.ca/AAPEricksonWaterSystem
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