
 
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL KOOTENAY 

 

ELECTORAL AREA D ADVISORY PLANNING AND 
HERITAGE COMMISSION 

OPEN MEETING AGENDA 
 
Time: 7:00pm 
Date: August 25, 2022 
Location: Remote via Webex 
 
To promote openness, transparency and provide accessibility to the public we provide the ability to 
attend all RDCK meetings remotely. 
 
Join by Video:  
https://nelsonho.webex.com/nelsonho/j.php?MTID=m4feea8b6172ef5fba81bfd0e1ff0cea2 
Join by Phone:  
1-844-426-4405 Canada Toll Free 
+1-604-449-3026 Canada Toll (Vancouver) 
Meeting Number (access code): 2454 052 4490 
Meeting Password: M7QrJw9Pma5 
  
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Newmoon called the meeting to order at ___ p.m. 
 
2. TRADITIONAL LANDS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT 

We acknowledge and respect the indigenous peoples within whose traditional lands we are 
meeting today. 

 
3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

MOVED and seconded,  
AND Resolved: 
 
The Agenda for the August 25, 2022 Electoral Area D Advisory Planning and Heritage Commission 
meeting, be adopted as circulated. 

 
4. DELEGATIONS 

4.1 No delegations 
 
 
 
 

https://nelsonho.webex.com/nelsonho/j.php?MTID=m4feea8b6172ef5fba81bfd0e1ff0cea2
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RDCK – Advisory Planning & Heritage Commission 
 
5. STAFF REPORTS - PROJECTS 

5.1 Wildfire Development Permit Areas 
All Electoral Areas 
The APHC Workbook from Corey Scott, Planner, re: Wildfire Development Permit areas, has 
been received. 

 
 

6. PUBLIC TIME 
The Chair will call for questions from the public at _______ p.m. 
 

7. NEXT MEETING  
The next Electoral Area D Advisory Planning and Heritage Commission meeting is scheduled for 
September 22, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

MOVED and seconded,  
AND Resolved: 

 
 The Electoral Area D Advisory Planning and Heritage Commission meeting be adjourned at _____ 

p.m. 
 

 
 



rdck.ca 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Date of Report: June 2, 2022 

Date & Type of Meeting: June 16, 2022, Open Regular Board Meeting 

Author: Corey Scott, Planner 

Subject: WILDFIRE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREA PROJECT 

File: 5110-20-DPA REVIEW-WILDFIRE DPA 

Electoral Area/Municipality  All Electoral Areas 

 

SECTION 1: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide information to the Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) Board of 
Directors regarding the Wildfire Development Permit Area Project and to present the Project’s Public 
Engagement Strategy (Attachment 1) for the Board’s endorsement. 

In November 2020, the Board endorsed an application made to the UBCM Community Resiliency Investment 
Program (2021) for the Regional FireSmart Program (Resolution #716/20). Part of the application proposal was 
for the RDCK to create a Wildfire DPA. Upon receipt of the funding from UBCM, staff prepared a request for 
proposals for the work, and Urban Systems Ltd. was the successful proponent.  

The scope of work included, among other deliverables further detailed in this staff report, a Public Engagement 
Strategy. The Strategy strives to build project awareness, complement other FireSmart public education 
initiatives, and encourage the public to engage in the project. Additionally, it outlines the consultant’s 
anticipated communication and engagement activities as well as collaboration opportunities with RDCK staff.  

Staff recommend that the Board endorse the Public Engagement Strategy detailed in Attachment A of this Staff 
Report. 

SECTION 2: BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

2.1 BACKGROUND 

In November 2020, the Board endorsed an application to the UBCM Community Resiliency Investment Program 
(2021) for the Regional FireSmart Program (Resolution #716/20). Part of the application proposal was for the 
RDCK to create a Wildfire Development Permit (WFDP) Area. Upon reward of the grant funds, $94,000.00 was 
received for the establishment of a WFDP Area within the RDCK. The allocation of these funds is outlined further 
in Section 3.1 – “Financial Considerations – Cost and Resource Allocations” of this Staff Report. UBCM’s deadline 
for project completion is February 7, 2023. 

In 2008, the RDCK created a series of Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) for the areas within the 
District. From 2015-2019 these CWPPs were updated across the eleven Electoral Areas as well as the Villages of 
Kaslo, Nakusp, and Salmo. Many of the areas studied in the CWPPs are predominantly characterized as having a 
moderate-high to high-extreme wildfire threat/probability. The CWPPs recommend designating Development 
Permit Areas for wildfire interface areas as a high priority item in addressing wildfire hazards in the RDCK. 

There are currently no Development Permit Areas in place in the RDCK’s Electoral Areas to protect from wildfire 
hazards. In recognition of the wildfire threat/probability in the District and recommendations of the CWPPs, the 

Board Report   
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RDCK issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) on February 24, 2022 and the contract was awarded to the successful 
proponent, Urban Systems Ltd., on April 4, 2022. The consultant is responsible for creating a Wildfire Hazard 
Development Permit (WFDP) Area for the RDCK’s Electoral Areas, and engaging with the various community 
stakeholders across the RDCK on Fire Smart Principles and the creation of a WFDP Area. 

2.2 PROJECT OVERVIEW 

The purpose of the WFDP Area is to reduce the risks associated with wildfire for new construction and 
encourage wildfire hazard reduction at the time of subdivision. The project seeks to achieve the following goals:  

1. Increase wildfire hazard and climate change resilience by reducing wildfire hazards as part of the land 
development process; and, 

2. Raise awareness of FireSmart principles in the RDCK, working in conjunction with Community 
Sustainability efforts undertaken by the Wildfire Mitigation Specialists in 2022. 

In order to achieve these goals, the project is broken down into three key activities with associated deliverables, 
as shown in Table 1 below. 

Table 1 - List of Key Project Activities. 

Activity  Anticipated Outcome Deliverable 

Best Management 
Practices Review 

To have a comprehensive understanding of the 
function of Wildfire Hazard Development Permit 
Areas, as used elsewhere in BC. 

To identify and address any policy gaps that 
may exist in the RDCK’s current Official 
Community Plans (OCPs) in order to support the 
implementation of a WFDP Area. 

To align OCP policy and development 
regulations with the recommendations of the 
CWPPs. 

Best Management Practices 
Review Summary 

Public Engagement To have a targeted and meaningful approach to 
public engagement that is consistent with IAP2 
(International Association for Public 
Participation) standards. 

To ensure all stakeholders are aware of the 
project, and included as determined by their 
level of interest and willingness to participate. 

Public Engagement Strategy 

Public Engagement Summary 
(“What We Heard” Report) 

Draft WFDP Area To create a WFDP Area template that is 
reflective of current best management 
practices, and considers and, where possible, 
incorporates feedback received as part of Public 
Engagement. 

Wildfire Development Permit 
(WFDP) Area Template 

Presentation to the Board of 
Directors 

 

The intent behind creating a template for a WFDP Area is to have flexibility in implementation throughout the 
various Electoral Areas, as opposed to seeking consensus for immediate implementation in all 11 Electoral Areas. 
This approach recognizes that some Areas may wish to implement the WFDP Area immediately as part of this 
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initiative while other Areas may not have a desire for a WFDP Area at this point in time, or might find it more 
suitable to delay implementation and revisit the topic as part of upcoming OCP Reviews.  

The WFDP Area will seek to take a pragmatic approach in its implementation through the utilization of clear and 
transparent guidelines that achieve wildfire risk mitigation while not being overly onerous for property owners 
and developers.  

2.3 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 

Public Engagement is of crucial importance for the success of the project to ensure there is a clear 
understanding of the purpose of this initiative. It will help to raise awareness around FireSmart principles while 
also ensuring public and stakeholder feedback is collected and considered as part of any future decision-making 
process for the WFDP Area. 

Engagement activities and outreach are covered in detail in Attachment 1 – the Public Engagement Strategy 
drafted by Urban Systems. 

SECTION 3: DETAILED ANALYSIS 
3.1 Financial Considerations – Cost and Resource Allocations:  
Included in Financial Plan:  Yes      No Financial Plan Amendment:          Yes      No  
Debt Bylaw Required:   Yes      No Public/Gov’t Approvals Required:      Yes      No  

Each Electoral Area was granted $8,000.00 for the development of a WFDP Area, along with $6,000.00 for the 
entire RDCK. The resulting $94,000.00 is split between the costs required for consulting fees ($70,000.00) and 
for RDCK staff involvement and project coordination ($24,000.00). 

Projected costs for completion of the works are estimated to be $94,000.00 and are allocated as follows:  

 $70,000.00 for consulting fees, recognizing that the Planning Work Plan is already full for the project 
duration (present day-February 7, 2023) 

 $20,100.00 for RDCK staff involvement ($14,100.00 for the Planning Service and administrative costs and 
$6,000.00 for the Community Sustainability Service) 

 $3,900.00 contingency 

3.2 Legislative Considerations (Applicable Policies and/or Bylaws):  

Section 488(1)(b) of the Local Government Act gives local governments the authority to designate Development 
Permit Areas for the “protection of development from hazardous conditions.” 

The project will result in a WFDP Area template that can be adopted into an Electoral Area’s OCP, as 
appropriate.  

3.3 Environmental Considerations  

It is recognized that wildfire hazard mitigation can be at odds with environmental conservation goals. As such, 
the best management practices review and draft WFDP Area will address environmental considerations (for 
example, overlap with the WFDP Area and riparian areas or other sensitive habitats) while also seeking to gain 
an understanding of, and alignment with, relevant First Nations approaches to wildfire hazard mitigation. 

3.4  Social Considerations:   

Effectively reducing the risks associated with wildfires is a crucial component in building community resilience to 
natural hazards and climate change. Dollars spent on wildfire prevention generally lead to a significantly larger 
cost savings when compared to the dollars spent on emergency response.  
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3.5  Communication Considerations:  

Communications and outreach are covered in the Public Engagement Strategy (Attachment 1). 

3.6  Staffing/Departmental Workplace Considerations:  

The project is funded by the UBCM Community Resiliency Investment (CRI) Program funding received in 2021. It 
is not formally recognized in the Planning Department’s Work Plan although there are funds allocated from the 
CRI funding for the Planning Service. 

3.7  Board Strategic Plan/Priorities Considerations:  

The RDCK 2019-2023 Strategic Plan identifies “adapt[ing] to our changing climate…” as one of its five strategic 
objectives. Additionally, the strategies outlined in the plan that support this work seek to: 

 Modernize the RDCK policy framework to be innovative and reflect best practices; 

 Provide a strong and robust FireSmart program by having Development Permit Areas include fire 
interface zones and encouraging wildfire mitigation on private land; and, 

 Consider climate adaptation and mitigation impacts in decisions the RDCK makes. 

SECTION 4: OPTIONS & PROS / CONS 

4.1 SUMMARY 

The RDCK’s Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) recommend establishing a Development Permit Area 
in wildfire interface areas as a high priority. As such, the Wildfire Development Permit (WFDP) Area project 
seeks to utilize the local government’s regulatory authority to require new development to be designed in such a 
way that minimizes the risks associated with wildfire and builds natural hazard and climate change resilience 
within the RDCK. 

The WFDP Area Project will help to raise general awareness of FireSmart principles and the WFDP Area template 
will aim to increase community resilience to wildfire hazards. The Project seeks to create a WFDP Area template 
that is pragmatic and clear and also considers and, where possible, incorporates public and stakeholder 
feedback. The Project involves three key activities: a best management practices review, public engagement, 
and draft WFDP Area.  

The Public Engagement Strategy in Attachment 1 contains further detail on the anticipated engagement 
approach by the consultant. Staff is seeking endorsement of the Public Engagement Strategy by the Board in 
order for the consultant to begin designing and undertaking the various engagement initiatives. 

 

4.2 OPTIONS 

Option 1: Endorse the Engagement Activities  

That the Board DIRECT staff to work with the consultant to undertake the engagement activities for the Wildfire 
Development Permit Area Project as described in the Board Report – “Wildfire Development Permit Area 
Project”, dated June 2, 2022. 

Option 2: Defer Decision  

That further consideration of the Wildfire Development Permit Area Project as described in the Board Report – 
“Wildfire Development Permit Area Project”, dated June 2, 2022 BE REFERRED to the [Month Day], 2022 Board 
meeting. 
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Should the Board wish to pass a resolution for this motion, Staff request that additional detail be provided on 
the reason for deferral in order to work expediently with the consultant to complete the project within the 
funding deadline of February 7, 2023. 

SECTION 5: RECOMMENDATION 

That the Board DIRECT staff to work with the consultant to undertake the engagement activities for the Wildfire 
Development Permit Area Project as described in the Board Report – “Wildfire Development Permit Area 
Project”, dated June 2, 2022 from Corey Scott, Planner. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Corey Scott, Planner 2 

CONCURRENCE 
Planning Manager – Nelson Wight Approved 
General Manager of Development & Community Sustainability – Sangita Sudan Approved 
Chief Administrative Officer – Stuart Horn Approved 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment A – Public Engagement Strategy, prepared by Urban Systems Ltd. 
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WILDFIRE DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AREA COMMUNICATIONS + 
ENGAGEMENT PLAN 
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL KOOTENEY 
May 2022 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this communications and engagement plan is to ensure that meaningful and effective tactics 
to engage with various community stakeholders are employed during this study. Specific strategies for 
communicating and engaged with identified stakeholders are discussed in this document. 

BACKGROUND 
The Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) has retained Urban Systems Ltd. to develop 
recommendations for the creation of a Wildfire Hazard Development Permit Area for the RDCK’s eleven 
Electoral Areas (A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J and K). Community Wildfire Protection Plans updated by the RDCK from 
2015-2019 identified many of these areas as having moderate-high to high-extreme wildfire threat/probability. 
As part of this project, the RDCK is seeking to engage with various community stakeholders across the electoral 
areas and provide education on FireSmart Principles.  

USING COMMUNITY INPUT 
 
Managing expectations and implementing a transparent process is critical to any communication and 
engagement process. Community members will want to know how, and to what extent, their input will be 
used in the decision-making process. 

The International Association of Public Participation (IAP2) refers to five levels of public participation 
defined as: 

• Inform: To provide balanced, accurate information to increase participants’ understanding of the 
project. 

• Consult: To obtain, listen and acknowledge participant feedback and concerns.  

• Involve: To work with participants to ensure their concerns and expectations are clearly 
understood. 

• Collaborate: To partner with participants to identify alternatives and solutions to be used in the 
decision-making process.  

• Empower: To place the final decision-making in the hands of the participants. 
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KEY AUDIENCES 
A list of stakeholders identified for this project is shown in Table 1. Using the IAP2 five levels of public 
participation, levels of engagement have been identified for each stakeholder group according to their 
involvement in the decision-making process. As the decision-makers, the RDCK Board of Directors will be 
involved to ensure their concerns and expectations are clearly understood and they will be empowered to 
make the final decisions. We will collaborate with RDCK staff throughout the project on the technical nature of 
the DPA. Members of the public, including landowners, developers and the local business community, will be 
consulted with to ensure they are informed of the project and have opportunities to provide feedback. 
 
 
Overview of Regional District of Central Kootenay1 
 

› Population: 59,517 
› Households: 27,015 
› Median total income of households: $55,532 
› Average household size 2.2 
› Median age: 49.3 
› 55.5% of residents have post-secondary education 
› Labour force participation:  58.5% 
› Low level of visible minorities: 3.4%2 

Few immigrants:  11.8% 
 

Table 1. List of Stakeholders 

 
Stakeholder Primary or 

secondary 
Interest / Issue / Concern Level of 

engagement 
Suggested 
Engagement Tactic 

RDCK Board of 
Directors 

Primary Implementation, 
enforcement, costs to 
landowners 

Involve / 
Empower 

Information Sessions  

Regional District Staff 
& Fire Department 
Representatives 

Primary Policy development, 
implementation, monitoring 
and regulating, enforcement 
 
Fire response and safety 

Collaborate Ongoing Meetings 

RDCK Advisory 
Planning and 
Heritage 
Commissions (APHC) 

Primary Overall emergency 
management 

Consult Virtual Stakeholder 
Workshop, Survey 

Development 
Community 

Primary Future constraints on land 
development, sourcing 
supplies (many FireSmart 
materials are not 
manufactured locally) 

Consult Virtual Stakeholder 
Workshop, Survey 

 
1 https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-
pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo1=CD&Code1=5903&Geo2=PR&Code2=59&SearchText=Central%20Kootenay&SearchTy
pe=Begins&SearchPR=01&B1=All&GeoLevel=PR&GeoCode=5903&TABID=1&type=0 
2 “Visible minority refers to whether a person belongs to a visible minority group as defined by the Employment Equity Act 
and, if so, the visible minority group to which the person belongs. The Employment Equity Act defines visible minorities as 
‘persons, other than Aboriginal peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour.’ The visible minority 
population consists mainly of the following groups: South Asian, Chinese, Black, Filipino, Latin American, Arab, Southeast 
Asian, West Asian, Korean and Japanese.” (Statistics Canada, 2022) 
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Landowners Primary New property development / 
renovation constraints, 
increased costs, access to 
building supplies and 
sourcing supplies (many 
FireSmart materials are not 
manufactured locally) 

Consult Virtual Workshop, 
Survey 

Local Business 
Community 

Primary New property development / 
renovation constraints, access 
to building supplies and 
sourcing supplies (many 
FireSmart materials are not 
manufactured locally) 

Consult Virtual Workshop, 
Survey 

First Nations 
Communities 
› FNESS 
› Ktunaxa Nation 

Council 
› Okanagan Nation 

Alliance 
› Shuswap Nation 

Tribal Council 
› Sinixt 

Primary Cultural perspectives and 
practices on wildfire risk 
management and mitigation 

Consult Outreach letters and 
ongoing 
meetings/updates 
as requested 

Wider Community Secondary New property development 
and wildfire safety 

Inform Survey 

 

VULNERABILITIES & OPPORTUNITIES 
Table 2. Vulnerabilities and opportunities scan. 

 
Vulnerabilities Opportunities 

› Concern due to the raising costs of building 
materials  

› Ensuring that the interests of all 11 electoral 
areas are met 

› Differing values on wildfire mitigation and 
regulations across electoral areas 

› Unclear messaging has the potential to lead 
to misunderstanding 

› Concern about existing gaps in fire response 
service and areas where there is low 
availability of water 

› Public education process, communicating 
the value of public engagement 

› Combine traditional and digital forms of 
communications  

› Clearly communicating the benefits and 
value of DP guidelines, “what’s in it for you” 
approach 

› Collaborate with RDCK Wildfire Mitigation 
Specialists on communicating on various 
FireSmart initiatives 

› Raising awareness of being FireSmart in the 
RDCK 
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COMMUNICATIONS OBJECTIVES + MEASURES OF SUCCESS 
Table 3. Communication objectives and measures of success. 

 
Objective Measure of success 
› Build awareness amongst residents and 

stakeholders of Fire Smart principles and of 
the project 

› By Fall 2022, host in-person pop ups, a total 
of three stakeholder workshops and a 
community survey 

› Provide opportunities for residents across 
all electoral areas to provide feedback 

› Community members feel they’ve had the 
necessary information to provide informed 
and meaningful feedback 
 

› Consult with local stakeholders and residents 
to understand desires and sentiments around 
wildfire mitigation 

KEY MESSAGES 
Key Messages are high-level communication points from which all subsequent communication materials, such 
as Facebook posts and web content, are developed. These foundational messages present a “big picture” view. 
They should be clear, concise, and consistent across all communication channels.  
 
The sample key messages provided below are not final and may be refined as communications materials are 
developed. 
 

 

  

• The Regional District of Central Kootenay is looking at how to reduce the potential negative 
impacts of wildfires in our region. Exploring how to protect our region from wildfire hazards 
could include creating a Wildfire Development Permit Area for your community.  

• Wildfire Development Permit Areas help to protect your community from wildfire hazards by 
implementing regulations for new development occurring within the wildfire hazard area.  

• Living near the great outdoors comes with great responsibility. You can help protect our 
natural environment and all it has to offer by following FireSmart principles. Learn about how 
the RDCK is helping to reduce the risk of wildfire to our region at [insert web link]. 

• Be a good neighbour. Help reduce the potential impacts from wildfires to your home and 
others by following FireSmart principles. Find out how you can be FireSmart at [insert web 
link]. 
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ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITES 
Engagement for this project will be a mix of in-person and virtual activities to inform and solicit feedback from 
stakeholders and RDCK residents. There are several opportunities for stakeholders and community members to 
provide feedback throughout summer 2022, including three virtual stakeholder workshops, in-person pop-ups 
and a community survey. A description of engagement activities is shown in Table 4. 
 

Table 4. List of engagement activities 
 

Tactic Details Responsibilities Timing 
Information Session 
with Board of 
Directors (2) 

OVERVIEW: An initial meeting will 
be held to present the proposed 
engagement plan to the Board for 
feedback. A second meeting will be 
held to present the report with the 
Public Engagement Summary and 
draft DP guidelines.  

FORMAT: Approved virtual 
platform (i.e., Webex). 

TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS: RDCK 
Board. 

URBAN SYSTEMS: Prepare 
and deliver presentation. 

RDCK: Attend and provide 
feedback. 

June/August 
2022 

First Nations 
Communities 
Outreach 
Letters/Updates 

OVERVIEW: An initial outreach 
letter to each First Nations 
community to introduce the 
project and seek their interest in 
participating in ongoing 
updates/meetings to discuss the 
project further.  

FORMAT: Email (with option to 
phone/schedule virtual meeting for 
further discussions). 

TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS: First 
Nations communities. 

URBAN SYSTEMS: Draft 
initial outreach letter. 

RDCK: Review and approve 
initial outreach letter, send 
letter to First Nations 
communities. Develop and 
send further updates, 
schedule and facilitate 
meetings as requested.  

June - August 
2022 

APHC Workshop 
 

OVERVIEW: Hold a virtual 
workshop with APHC members to 
solicit feedback on the project. 

FORMAT: Approved virtual 
platform (i.e., Zoom). 

TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS: APHC 
members. 

URBAN SYSTEMS:  Prepare 
facilitation guide, 
supporting presentation 
and engagement materials, 
provide meeting facilitation 
and technical support, 
record feedback. 

RDCK: Review materials, 
attend and provide support 
as necessary. 

July/August 
2022 

Development 
Community 
Workshop 

OVERVIEW: Hold a virtual 
workshop with members of the 
development community to solicit 
feedback on the project. 

URBAN SYSTEMS:  Prepare 
facilitation guide, 
supporting presentation 
and engagement materials, 
provide meeting facilitation 

July/August 
2022 
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FORMAT: Approved virtual 
platform (i.e., Zoom). 

TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS: 
Development community. 

and technical support, 
record feedback. 

RDCK: Review materials, 
attend and provide support 
as necessary. 

Landowner and 
Local Business 
Workshop 

OVERVIEW: Hold a virtual 
workshop with landowners and the 
business community to solicit 
feedback on the project. 

FORMAT: Approved virtual 
platform (i.e., Zoom). 

TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS: 
Landowners and business 
community. 

URBAN SYSTEMS:  Prepare 
facilitation guide, 
supporting presentation 
and engagement materials, 
provide meeting facilitation 
and technical support, 
record feedback. 

RDCK: Review materials, 
attend and provide support 
as necessary. 

July/August 
2022 

In-Person Pop-Ups OVERVIEW: The Wildfire Mitigation 
Specialists will host in-person pop-
ups at key events in the RDCK. 
Urban Systems will provide the 
Wildfire Mitigation Specialists with 
informative materials (i.e., FAQ 
sheet, postcards) to pass out with 
their concurrent outreach. 

FORMAT: In-person pop-ups. 

TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS: Wider 
community and landowners. 

URBAN SYSTEMS:  Develop 
informative materials for the 
Wildfire Mitigation 
Specialists to pass out. 

RDCK: Coordinate and host 
pop-up events. 

July/August 
2022 

Community Survey OVERVIEW: A community-wide 
survey to gather input from 
residents to better understand 
their interests and level of support 
for DP guidelines. Incentives for 
completing the survey (i.e., gift 
cards to local businesses) will be 
offered to encourage participation. 

FORMAT: Online platform (i.e., 
Survey Monkey) with hard copies 
available at the in-person pop-up 
events. 

TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS: All 
stakeholders, landowners, wider 
community. 

URBAN SYSTEMS: Develop 
survey questions and 
upload to online platform 
(i.e., Survey Monkey). 

RDCK: Review and approve 
survey questions. 

July/August 
2022 

Public Engagement 
Summary (“What 
We Heard Report”) 

OVERVIEW: Prepare a report of 
what we heard during public and 
stakeholder engagement. 

URBAN SYSTEMS: Analyze 
engagement results and 
prepare report with visuals. 

September 2022 
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FORMAT: Digital file. 

TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS: RDCK 
staff. 

RDCK: Review report and 
provide feedback. 

 
DELIVERABLES:  

• First Nations Communities Initial Outreach Letter 

• In-Person Pop-Up Communications Materials 

• Engagement Summary (“What We Heard Report”) 

COMMUNICATIONS TOOLS 
Table 5. List of communications tools 

 
Tactic Details Responsibilities Timing 

Website Update OVERVIEW: Develop content for 
the RDCK website including 
project information and 
opportunities to engage. 

FORMAT: Content on RDCK 
website. 

TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS: All. 

URBAN SYSTEMS: Develop 
initial content and 
supporting graphics. 

RDCK: Approve and upload 
content to RDCK website.  

 
July 2022 

Social Media Posts OVERVIEW: Social media posts 
published on RDCK platforms to 
inform residents of the project and 
opportunities to engage.  

FORMAT: RDCK platforms (i.e., 
Facebook). 

TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS: All. 

URBAN SYSTEMS: Develop 
social media messaging and 
supporting graphics. 

RDCK: Approve messaging 
and upload to RDCK social 
media platforms. 

July/August 
2022 

Informative 
Postcard/Mailer 

OVERVIEW: Postcards/mailers to 
provide information on the project, 
notify residents of upcoming 
engagement opportunities and 
drive them to the online survey.  

FORMAT:  Print materials 
distributed at in-person pop-up 
events. 

*Optional: Mailers can also be 
mailed out to residents.  

TARGETED STAKEHOLDERS: 
Landowners. 

URBAN SYSTEMS: Develop 
brochures. 

RDCK: Approve brochures 
and distribute. 

July/August 
2022 

 

Daylin Mantyka
Feasibility discussed with RDCK.
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DELIVERABLES:  

• Website Update Content 

• Social Media Messaging + Graphics 

• Informative Postcard/Mailer 

 

TIMELINE 
The table below provides an estimated timeline of the communications and engagement tactics. Timing may 
be revised based on discussions with RDCK staff and Board of Directors. 
 

Table 6. Estimated timing of communications and engagement tactics. 
 

Tactic Audience Timing 

 
Social Media 

Posts + In-
Person Pop-
Up Events 
will occur 

throughout 
July/August 

2022 

Information Session with Board of Directors #1 RDCK Board of Directors July 2022 
Website Content Launch  Public July 2022 
Community Survey Launch Public July 2022 
First Nations Communities Initial Outreach 
Letter 

First Nations 
Communities 

July 2022 

APHC Workshop APHC July/August 
2022 

Development Community Workshop Development 
community 

July/August 
2022 

Landowner and Local Business Workshop Landowners, business 
community 

July/August 
2022 

Information Session with Board of Directors #2 RDCK Board of Directors August 2022 
What We Heard Report   RDCK Board of Directors September 2022 

 



 Nelson Office: Box 590, 202 Lakeside Drive, Nelson, BC. V1L 5R4 
 Phone: 250.352.6665  |  Toll Free: 1.800.268.7325 (BC)  |  Email: info@rdck.ca  | Fax: 250.352.9300 

 
 
 
    
 

RDCK FireSmart Programs 
 
The Regional District of Central Kootenay currently has a FireSmart program. This program is 
separate from the proposed Wildfire Development Permit Areas. The overall FireSmart program 
consists of the following programs:  
 

a. Homes partners program – Free FireSmart Assessments  
b. Rebate program - $500 rebate for the year to complete any of the works on Assessment. Word is 

there will be another rebate next year 
c. Neighbourhood Recognition Program – WMS provides community with assessment; neighbourhood 

works to mitigate hazards; receive FireSmart Status from FireSmart Canada 
d. Neighbourhood Champion Grant – up to $3000 to support neighbourhood recognition program 

 
 
For additional information related to the programs currently offered by the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay, please visit: https://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/emergency-
management/wildfires/firesmart.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

rdck.ca 

https://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/emergency-management/wildfires/firesmart.html
https://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/emergency-management/wildfires/firesmart.html
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Background 
The Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) is exploring 
the creation of a Wildfire Development Permit Area (DPA) for 
its eleven Electoral Areas (A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J and K) to help 
protect our homes and infrastructure from wildfire.  

Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) for the Electoral 
Areas in the RDCK identify many areas as having moderate-high 
to high-extreme wildfire threat/probability. Our communities 
and homes are in close proximity to large, forested areas (as 
well as the strong winds that can spread wildfires and embers). 
With longer fire seasons and more frequent extreme weather 
events occurring as a result of climate change, the potential of 
wildfire risk is increasing. 

The RDCK is considering creating a Wildfire DPA to: 
• Reduce the risks associated with wildfire for new construction
• Increase the community’s resilience to wildfire hazards and climate change through the land

development process

Guidelines and Implementation 
Clear and transparent guidelines will be proposed for the Wildfire Development Permit Area to achieve wildfire 
risk mitigation. Guidelines will be proposed based on an analysis of best management practices and community 
feedback to meet the needs of the community and achieve the goal of reducing wildfire hazard risk to people 
and property. 

There will be flexibility in the implementation of the Wildfire Development Permit Area. A template for a 
Wildfire Development Permit Area will be created with a menu of guideline options. The intent is to provide 
flexibility in implementation throughout the various Electoral Areas, as opposed to seeking consensus for 
immediate implementation in all 11 Electoral Areas. 

Purpose of the Advisory Planning and Heritage Commission (APHC) Interviews  
The RDCK is seeking feedback from APHC members to understand the community’s ability to and interest in 
increasing their own wildfire resilience on their properties.  

The purpose of the APHC interviews is to: 
• Share information about the Wildfire DPA Project
• Inform and refresh APHC members on RDCK’s current wildfire mitigation efforts
• Get a sense of the community’s level of interest in Wildfire DPA regulations and the type of regulations
• Understand the level of awareness surrounding current RDCK Wildfire Mitigation efforts

Feedback from the APHC interviews and community engagement will help inform in the creation of the Wildfire 
DPA guidelines. 

What is a Wildfire DPA? 
A Wildfire DPA is a set of 
development policies and 
guidelines that specify things such 
as subdivision design, fire resistive 
building materials, and landscaping 
guidelines to help build wildfire 
resilience by ensuring new 
development in wildfire interface 
areas are less susceptible to 
wildfire hazards.   

https://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/emergency-management/wildfires/community-wildfire-protection-plans.html
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Questions for participants 

1. To what extent do you agree with the following statement –It is important that the RDCK
adapt to living with wildfires to avoid their potential negative impacts.

□ Strongly agree
□ Agree
□ Neutral
□ Disagree
□ Strongly disagree

2. Are you aware of the RDCK’s other wildfire mitigation programs? Please select all that apply.

□ Free FireSmart Assessments
□ Rebate program
□ Neighbourbood Recognition Program

Note - A Wildfire DPA is a separate tool from the RDCK’s FireSmart programs which provide free 
and confidential assessments for residents and includes optional mitigation actions that 
residents can implement to help protect their home from wildfire. 

3. Discussion Question: What is your community (e.g. individuals, neighbourhoods, electoral
area, regional district) already doing to protect itself against the threat of wildfire?
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4. Where do you think the community is putting itself at risk and could be doing more?

5. What type of regulations would receive support in your electoral area? Wildfire DPAs can
include the following regulations:

□ Landscaping (e.g., tree pruning, landscaping materials, and vegetation/combustible debris removal)
□ Roofing materials (e.g fire resistant or fire-retardant roofing materials, metal or screened gutters)
□ Building materials (e.g., non-combustible deck/porch materials, double paned or tempered glass

for exterior windows and doors)
□ Location of buildings on property (e.g located away from combustible materials and gullies that

accumulate fuel and funnel wind)
□ Other: _________

6. How likely would your community be willing to implement wildfire mitigation measures when
developing property?

□ Very likely
□ Likely
□ Neutral
□ Unlikely
□ Very Unlikely

7. Please indicate your level of support for implementing Wildfire Development Permit Area
regulations in your Electoral Area:

□ Strongly Support
□ Somewhat Support
□ Neutral/Not Sure
□ Somewhat Oppose
□ Strong Oppose
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8. What exemptions to the Wildfire DPA would you like to see? Wildfire DPAs can include
exemptions for:

Local governments can include exemption criteria for some activities within a Wildfire DPA which means 
that a development permit is not required for the specified activities. However, it is important that the 
exemptions do not impact the overall intent of the DPA which is to reduce the negative impacts of wildfire. 

□ Interior renovations to existing buildings
□ Exterior building alterations that do not expand existing building foundation to a certain

percentage of the existing gross floor area
□ Plans submitted for a building permit show compliance with the Wildfire DPA Guidelines and or a

restrictive covenant is registered on the title of the property
□ A Professional Forester registered in BC, specializing in wildfire risk and fuel hazard assessments

and fuel management, has completed a report on the property, which indicates there is a low fuel
hazard, and has completed a report on the property or building in question and provisions are in
place to ensure development is carried out in accordance with recommendations

□ A new roof or a complete roof replacement using non-flammable roof materials (TBD) as defined
by the Wildfire DPA

□ Any development comprised entirely of non-flammable materials such as metal, stone or concrete
□ Accessory building except for detached accessory residential dwelling units
□ Development not requiring a building permit
□ Other ____

9. Discussion Question: would your Electoral Area require any specific regulatory considerations?
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10. Please select all that apply

□ I live in Electoral Area  ___
□ I work in the Electoral Area  ___
□ I am a business owner in Electoral Area  ___
□ I am a property owner in Electoral Area  ___
□ I am a developer in Electoral Area  ___
□ Other: ____________________________________

For further information on the Wildfire DPA, along with frequently asked questions, please visit: 
Wildfire Development Permit Area | Regional District of Central Kootenay (rdck.ca) 

https://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/community-planning/wildfire-development-permit-area.html
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