
AGRICULTURAL POLICY REVIEW 

KEEPING OF FARM ANIMALS 

IN AGRICULTURAL & RURAL RESIDENTIAL ZONES

Current Regulations

Zoning Bylaws regulate the maximum number of farm animals kept on agricultural and
rural residential properties outside of the ALR by calculating an amount of Animal Units
(A.U.) permitted by the size of a property and assigning different animals an A.U.
depending on their impact.

Example 1
If a property allows 2 animal units per hectare and yearling cattle is considered 0.67 of an
animal unit then 6 yearling cattle would be permitted on a 2 hectare (5 acre) lot.

0.67 A.U. times 2 hectares times 2 A.U. per hectare = 5.97 yearlings

Example 2
If a property allows 0.5 Animal Units on lots less than 0.4 hectares and chickens are
considered 0.015 A.U. then 33 chickens would be permitted in a 0.4 hectare (1 acre) lot.

0.5 A.U. divided by 0.015 A.U. per chicken = 33.33 chickens

Mitigation of potential nuisances can be incorporated into the zoning regulations. For
example: not allowing roosters on small lots, and minimum setbacks for manure piles,
animal shelters and feeding troughs.

Zoning regulations differ by Electoral Area. To find how many farm animals can be kept on
agricultural and rural residential properties (outside of the ALR) – the Keeping of Farm
Animals Sections of different Zoning Bylaws are included on the next pages.

Considerations

RDCK’s Agriculture Plan recommends that the RDCK review restrictions on livestock
numbers in rural non-agricultural zones and increase them as reasonable for the area, and
environmentally sustainable for the lot size.

Stay Involved: 
rdck.ca/agriculture



KEEPING OF FARM ANIMALS ZONING REGULATIONS 

Electoral Areas A, B, C & G 



KEEPING OF FARM ANIMALS ZONING REGULATIONS 

Electoral Areas F, I, J & K 


