The following are adapted from the FEMA and USGS Landslide Hazard Program
web sites.

WHAT CAN YOU DO IF YOU LIVE NEAR A RECENTLY BURNED
AREA?
Prior to Storms:
Watch the patterns of storm-water drainage near your home, and note the
places where runoff water converges, increasing flow in channels. These are
areas to avoid during a storm.
Contact your local authorities to learn about the emergency-response and
evacuation plans for your area. Develop your own emergency plan for your
family or business.
Inform affected neighbours. Your neighbours may not be aware of potential
hazards. Advising them of a potential threat may help save lives. Help
neighbours who may need assistance to evacuate.
Seek advice from a geotechnical expert for evaluating landslide hazards or
designing corrective techniques to reduce landslide risk. A professional will be
able to advise you of the best ways to prevent or reduce landslide risk,
without creating further hazard.

During a Storm:
Stay alert! Many debris-flow and flood fatalities occur when people are
sleeping. Listen to the radio for warnings of intense rainfall. If you have one, a
Weather Radio All Hazards tone alert will let you know of hazards in your
area. Be aware that intense bursts of rain may be particularly dangerous,
especially after longer periods of heavy rainfall.
If you are in an area susceptible to flooding or debris flow (or has experienced
flooding or debris flow in the past), consider leaving if it is safe to do so.
Remember that driving during heavy rainstorms can be hazardous.
If you are near a stream or a channel, listen for any unusual sounds that
might indicate moving debris, such as trees cracking or boulders knocking
together. A trickle of flowing mud or debris may precede larger flows. Be alert
for any sudden increases or decreases in water flow and for a change from
clear to muddy water. Such changes may indicate debris-flow activity
upstream, so be prepared to move quickly. Don't delay! Save yourself, not
your belongings.
Keep in mind that rises in water levels during flash floods and debris flows
may occur much more rapidly, and may be significantly larger, than those
produced when the watershed is not burned.
Be particularly alert when driving. Bridges may be washed out, and culverts
overtopped. Do not cross flooding streams!! Turn Around, Don't Drown!
Embankments along roadsides are particularly susceptible to landsliding.

Watch the road for collapsed pavement, mud, fallen rocks, and other
indications of debris flow.

Following a debris flow or debris flood
Stay away from the slide/flow area. There may be danger of additional slides.
Listen to local radio or television stations for the latest emergency information.
Watch for flooding, which may occur after a landslide or debris flow. Floods
sometimes follow landslides and debris flows because they may both be
started by the same event.
Help a neighbour who may require special assistance - infants, elderly
people, and people with disabilities. Elderly people and people with
disabilities may require additional assistance. People who care for them or
who have large families may need additional assistance in emergency
situations.
Look for and report broken utility lines and damaged roadways and railways
to appropriate authorities. Reporting potential hazards will get the utilities
turned off as quickly as possible, preventing further hazard and injury.
Check the building foundation, chimney, and surrounding land for damage.
Damage to foundations, chimneys, or surrounding land may help you assess
the safety of the area.

