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List of Terms and Acronyms
BC Climate Action Charter: A voluntary agreement between the BC government, Union of BC
Municipalities and each local government signatory to take action on climate change
CO2: Carbon dioxide
Community buildings: Buildings owned and managed by the community (i.e. community
halls)
Complete communities: Communities built in areas of low risk determined by risk
assessments and a community development plan from the RDCK. These denser communities
would reduce urban sprawl and GHG emissions while ensuring that economic, social and
cultural rights are not compromised.
Corporate buildings: Buildings owned and managed by the RDCK (i.e. recreation centres,
water treatment plants etc.)
CSLAC: Community of Sustainable Living Advisory Committee
GHG: Greenhouse Gas (there are several different anthropogenic GHGs and they have
different relative impacts. When tonnes of GHGs are stated in the document the standard
practice of stating this in equivalent of tonnes of carbon dioxide is followed. Carbon dioxide
is the most important anthropogenic GHG.)
ICSP: Integrated Community Sustainability Plan
IPCC: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
REEP: Regional Energy Efficiency Program
SCEEP: Strategic Community Energy and Emissions Plan
tCO2e: tonnes of CO2 equivalence
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Executive Summary
Climate change is one of the most urgent challenges facing humanity. In April 2019, the Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) declared a climate action imperative for all orders of the government to take a climate lens into
building construction, energy systems, resource recovery, land use and transportation. This imperative obliges
the RDCK to pursue opportunities that will further catalyze the RDCK as a climate action leader.
The State of Climate Action in the RDCK report provides a summary of current and future climate actions in the
RDCK. The BC Climate Action Charter (2007), the Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP) (2010) and the
Strategic Community Energy and Emissions Plan (SCEEP) (2016), lay the foundation for the development of the
State of Climate Action in the RDCK.
The RDCK is able to recommend action based on the social, environmental, and economic needs previously
identified to create an inclusive suite of indicators to support communication and decision making. We have
defined those indicators according to risk reduction and creating climate resilient communities. The indicators,
determined for each respective pathway, can provide decision making guidance and an assessment of whether
RDCK actions are meeting pathway objectives and goals.
This report is divided into two areas of climate action: Risk Reduction and Climate Resilient Communities. Each
focus is further divided into pathways each with its own goal, objectives/targets, policies/tools and indicators.

RDCK Climate Action

Risk Reduction
pathways
objectives/targets
policies/tools
indicators

Climate Resilient
Communities
pathways
objectives/targets
policies/tools
indicators

Risk reduction is the limit or reduction of both greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction and geohazard risks. Risk
reduction encompasses both the necessary climate change mitigation via reduction of GHG gas emissions as well
as the mitigative work related to geohazards and wildfire. Landslides, flooding and wildfire events are expected
to be amplified in the future due to climate change. The key purpose of the risk reduction section is to reduce our
GHG emissions while also focusing on lowering geohazard risk in identified high risk areas.

5

The first risk reduction goal for the RDCK is to be 100% renewable and carbon neutral by 2050 as well as reduce
its GHG emissions by 45% by 2030.
The second risk reduction goal is to achieve a sustainable land use pattern that supports the RDCK’s goals while
preserving the integrity of the landscape done through land use/planning policy and regulation to better prepare
for and reduce flood, geohazard and wildfire risk.
Risk reduction is divided into five identified pathways:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Land Use/Planning;
Mobility;
Buildings;
Energy; and,
Resource Recovery
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Each pathway is further broken down into goal, objective/target and indicators. The indicators can be used
to evaluate the progression of climate action both within the pathway and in the RDCK as a whole. The table
above is an overview of the pathway’s goal and objectives. More details will be provided in the report starting on
page 19.
The second section, climate resilient communities, focuses on how the RDCK can support and empower
communities through climate adaptation. Resiliency prompts climate action. As an individual as well within each
community, there are multiple ways to manage current and projected climate impacts on the natural environment
and on our society and community. The key purpose of the climate resilient communities section is to be proactive
in identifying climatic uncertainties while providing support for communities adapting to climate change.
Each of the five pathways
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Water Supply;
Agriculture and Food Security;
Flooding and Geohazards;
Wildfire; and,
Corporate Administration.
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Each pathway is broken down into goal, objectives/targets and indicators. Current projects that are working
towards climate resilient communities, within each pathway, are highlighted similar to the risk reduction section.
The indicators can be used to evaluate the progression of climate action both within the pathway and in the RDCK
as a whole. The table above is an overview of the pathway’s goal and objectives. More details will be provided in
the report starting on page 29.
As the first State of Climate Action of the RDCK report, the intent is that it will be updated annually to highlight
key climate actions as well to support the planning and funding of existing and future climate action initiatives.
This report will be used to inform the Community of Sustainable Living Advisory Committee (CSLAC) and the Board
in the RDCK’s internal planning, project evaluation and decision making. The set of climate action related
indicators will continue to be refined and redefined as climate action evolves in the RDCK. The indicators will help
inform the public, internal RDCK staff and the Board on the progress of specific climate actions and the current
state of climate action in the RDCK.
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Purpose & Vision
The objectives of this State of Climate Action in the RDCK report are to:
●
●
●

Strengthen and support internal cooperation across regional district departments;
Support long-term planning and strategic communication amongst municipalities and rural area
directions; and,
Provide a mechanism for reporting to the public on the success and areas of development of RDCK
climate action.

The purpose of this report is to provide information while acting as a decision making tool for the Community
of Sustainable Living Advisory Committee (CSLAC) and the Board in its planning, project evaluation and decision
making regarding climate action. This intent is that it will be updated annually to highlight key climate actions
and gaps in the RDCK planning and operations that have been identified as necessary to effectively prepare
against the impacts of climate change.
This report will be used to inform the CSLAC and the Board in the RDCK’s internal planning, project evaluation
and decision making. The set of climate action related indicators will continue to be refined and redefined as
climate action evolves in the RDCK. The indicators will help inform the public, internal RDCK staff and the Board
on the progress of specific climate actions and the current state of climate action in the RDCK.
The BC Climate Action Charter (2007), the Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP) (2010) and the
Strategic Community Energy and Emissions Plan (SCEEP) (2016), lay the foundation for the development of the
State of Climate Action in the RDCK. The RDCK is able to take action based on the social, environmental, and
economic needs previously identified to create an inclusive action plan for risk reduction and climate resilient
communities.
The RDCK is made up of 60,000 residents in 11 electoral areas and 9 member municipalities located in a huge
geographical area of 22,130 square kilometers. This document aims to support the mission statement of the
RDCK by providing area residents and communities with the tools, structure and information to support the
environmental, economic and social goals of the region.

Introduction
Climate change is one of the most urgent challenges facing humanity. The RDCK has declared a climate action
imperative in 2019, for all orders of the government to take a climate lens into building construction, energy
systems, resource recovery, land use and transportation. Within this imperative, there is an obligation to pursue
opportunities that will help catalyze the RDCK into becoming a leader against climate change and to create a
greener and resilient community.
Canada’s Changing Climate Report found that Canada’s climate is warming twice as rapidly compared to the
rest of the world.1 Due to a combination of climate processes and feedback mechanisms, as well as from human
activities, warming in Canada is expected to increase further in the future. This will continue to have major
implications on the local climate patterns as well as to human health needs and economic development.
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What does climate change look like in the RDCK?
1. Larger, longer and more aggressive fires. 41,614 hectares of land was burned in the Kootenays in 20182
2. More unpredictable weather patterns and weather related events (fire, flood, landslides and drought)
affecting residents, communities, agricultural production and recreation
3. Negative impact on food production from smoke, drought and unknown pests
4. More heat, smoke and stress related illnesses
5. Irreversible changes to biodiversity and landscape
6. Threatened water quality through the loss of source water (glaciers)
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released a report, the IPCC’s Special Report on Global
Warming of 1.5°C, in the fall of 2018, stressing the urgency in limiting global temperature rise to 1.5°C above
pre-industrial levels by the end of the century and called for immediate action.3 This report stated that in order
to limit warming to 1.5°C, global net anthropogenic CO2 emissions must decline by 45% from 2010 levels by
2030 to reach net zero by 2050 as projected from modelled pathways. Non-CO2 emissions must also decline by
25% by 2030 to reach net zero around 2070 to limit global warming to 1.5°C. Non-CO2 emissions are all
anthropogenic emissions excluding CO2. These include methane, some fluorinated gases, ozone precursors,
nitrous oxide and some fluorinated gases.

Current RDCK Corporate and Community Emissions Reduction
RDCK’s current target of reaching a 25% reduction in GHG emissions by 2030 from 2007 levels and an 80%
reduction by 2050 do not align with the IPCC’s goals. From the Strategic Community Energy and Emissions Plan
(SCEEP) model, a projection of 1.25% annual GHG reduction is required to meet the 25% reduction in GHG
emissions by 2030.4
A change is proposed in this report for the RDCK’s first risk reduction goal regarding emission reduction: to be
100% renewable and carbon-neutral by 2050 as well as a 45% reduction of GHG by 2030. In order to reach a
45% reduction of GHG by 2030, the RDCK would need to have an annual reduction of 2.6%. This is projected
from current inputs from the SCEEP.4
The RDCK must reduce both its corporate and community emissions. As of 2016, almost 60% of the RDCK’s
corporate emissions originate from seven facilities including 3 main recreation facilities and 2 water treatment
plants.5 The two largest generators of corporate emissions were community and recreational facilities
approximately 54% of total emissions (tCO2e) and the internal fleet approximately 29% of total emissions. More
information is shown in Figure 1.

1

Canada’s Changing Climate Report, 2019

2

Personal communication – Dennis Rexin, Senior Wildfire officer: Southeast Fire Center, March 18, 2019

3

Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C, 2018

4

SCEEP Model, 2015

5

Regional Corporate GHG Emissions Progress Report, 2018
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Figure 1. RDCK Corporate Emissions
The Columbia Basin Trust released a document in 2017
with estimated community based GHG emissions in the
Columbia Basin. 58% of the Basin’s total GHG emissions
come from the industry while community based
emissions contribute to approximately 42% of the
Basin’s total. Of that 42% of community based
emissions, the transportation sector is the largest
(41%), followed by residential sectors (29%).6 More
information is shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2. Columbia Basin community emissions
A 2.6% annual reduction means that both the corporate
and community sector needs to reduce their emissions by
2.6% in order to reach our new goals. A 2.6% annual
reduction means that both the corporate and community
sector needs to reduce their emissions by 2.6% in order to
reach our new goals. The RDCK’s 2017 estimated GHG
emissions were approximately 166,253 tonnes. This
estimation provided an updated status that was projected
from the updated SCEEP model. B.C. utilities energy data
and landfill waste data at the community level were
obtained through the Climate Action Secretariat database
(Community Energy & Emissions Inventory (CEEI))7 while
the corporate emissions data were from the CARIP
reporting8. FortisBC Gas data was modified in the 2017 emissions calculations since the CEEI methodology
changed after the SCEEP was produced. In order to remain consistent with the SCEEP, the FortisBC Gas
emissions were projected from the population growth instead. Assumptions regarding community
transportation emissions were included into the 2017 GHG emissions calculation due to the lack of data records
available and that was taken from the SCEEP Business as Usual (BAU) 2017 scenario.

6

Climate Action in the Columbia Basin, 2017

7

Provincial Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory, 2017

8

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Source Detail Report for the 2017 Calendar Year, 2017
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The BAU scenario from the SCEEP model projected that by 2017 the RDCK would emit 177,013 tonnes. With
the revised goal of 45% GHG emissions reduction target by 2030, the SCEEP model stated that the RDCK would
need to be emitting 129,086 tonnes. Although the RDCK’s progress is better than what was projected in the
BAU scenario, it is still much higher than it should be. A visual representation of where the RDCK is in terms of
current emissions is shown in Figure 3. A list of action items for the community will be at the end of the report
on ways to reduce emissions.

Figure 3. Comparison of 2017 emissions to different GHG emissions reduction targets.

Guide to the Document
This report is divided into two sections: Risk Reduction and Climate Resilient Communities, each with their goal
within the RDCK. Both sections have subsections following the same format:

Risk Reduction
pathways
objectives/targets
policies/tools
indicators

Climate Resilient
Communities
pathways
objectives/targets
policies/tools
indicators

In each pathway, the pathway goal is stated, followed by 4 - 6 objectives that identify current and missing
strategies to help achieve the pathway goal. The policies and tools used by RDCK staff to meet the pathway
objectives are highlighted in the following subsection. Finally, in the last subsection, the indicators notify the
public, RDCK staff and the RDCK Board of the progress in meeting the objectives.
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Risk reduction focuses on both limiting and reducing the greenhouse gases (GHG) emitted and geohazard risks.
The RDCK has steered away from the term climate mitigation because GHG emissions are not the only threat
that need to be mitigated within the context of climate change. Landslides, flooding and wildfire events are also
expected to amplify due to climate change. The key purpose of the risk reduction goals are to reduce GHG
emissions while also focusing on lowering geohazard risk in identified high risk areas.
The second section, climate resilient communities, focuses on how the RDCK can support and empower
communities towards increased low carbon resilience. Resiliency prompts individual and community climate
action. There are multiple ways to manage actual and projected climate impacts on the natural environment,
our society and community. The key purpose of the climate resilient communities goal is to proactively identify
climate related uncertainties while providing support to communities in adapting to climate change.

Methodology
The information within each pathway including the objectives, policies and indicators has been identified from
the RDCK staff on work that is currently in process or desired. Meetings were held with staff to confirm that the
identified indicators were something that was already incorporated within their work plan or were indicators
that would be beneficial to a future project. As a regional district representing primarily rural areas, the goals
and objectives were viewed through a rural lens and focus.
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Highlights of current RDCK Climate Actions
Water
Watershed Governance Initiative Scoping Study: This scoping study
will inform the RDCK in watershed governance to identify and protect
watersheds where consumptive water sources are at risk.

Resource Recovery
Resource Recovery Plan Update: Identifies the direction of where
the RDCK is headed in regarding improved resource recovery
facilities and services. The plan also addresses key challenges
facing the RDCK and opportunities regarding waste reduction,
organics recovery, recycling, landfills and transfer stations.

Community Action
Wood Stove Exchange Program: This program encourages and
facilitates the transition for homeowners to switch from older smoky
wood stoves to CSA/EPA certified low emission burning stoves.

Food and Agriculture
Evidence Based Planning
Project: The goal of this
project is to analyze the
RDCK’s land use inventory and
other datasets and their
alignment with Official
Community Plans and other
bylaws and policies to identify
and develop sustainable food
systems and agricultural
economies. This project will
develop rationale for policy
development to best support
sustainable food economies
and communities for the long
term.

Land use/Planning
National Disaster Mitigation Program: This
program will update flood maps and identify
steep slopes (i.e. areas of high risk) within the
RDCK. It will guide planning policies and inform
emergency services to better prepare for
potential geohazard risk while empowering
communities as they can carry out appropriate
mitigation and adaptation strategies.

Energy
Continue supporting and participating in The
West Kootenay 100% Renewable Energy Plan
and the REEP across the regional district.

Climate Adaptation project
Flooding and Geohazards
Floodplain mapping: This tool maps out the
potential lowland areas susceptible and at risk
to flooding based on current LIDAR and flood
hazard assessment.

RDI Climate Adaptation Project Partnership: This
project will identify and analyze community
progress on climate adaptation through various
climatic indicators for Area H.

Visit rdck.ca/sustainability for more information about the RDCK’s climate action work.
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Risk Reduction
GOALS
The first risk reduction goal is for the RDCK to be deriving 100% of its net energy from renewable sources and
carbon-neutral by 2050 as well as a 45% reduction in GHG by 2030.
The second risk reduction goal is to achieve a sustainable land use pattern that supports the RDCK’s goals while
preserving the integrity of the landscape done through land use/planning policy and regulation to better
prepare for and reduce flood, geohazard and wildfire risk.

PATHWAY 1 – Land Use & Planning
GOAL
Achieving a sustainable land use pattern that supports the RDCK’s goals while preserving the integrity of the
landscape done through land use/planning policy and regulation to better prepare for and reduce flood,
geohazard and wildfire risk9

OBJECTIVES/TARGETS
1. Update planning policies and bylaws to decrease urban sprawl while supporting active transportation
and complete communities.
2. Create more zoning areas in unzoned areas and stricter subdivision regulations in rural areas for
improved management (as part of a regional strategy)
3. Guide future development to create sustainable and complete communities where the risk threshold
is reduced
4. Link land use regulations and DPA with other services (transit, building etc.) to ensure that all sectors
involved will move forward in unison towards emission reduction goals, updated guidelines and other
priorities for the selected area
5. Full implementation of prescribed fuel treatments in the Community Wildfire Protection Plan10
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POLICIES/TOOLS
1. National Disaster Mitigation Program (NDMP): Through this program, the RDCK has completed a risk
assessment of clear water and steep creek flooding, which in turn will inform land use policy and
regulation, subdivision development and emergency response to better enable safer and complete
communities.
2. Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP): Help identify wildfire risks to a community and provides
strategies and opportunities to mitigate and adapt to those risks.
3. Risk reduction policies (bylaws, OCPs, Development Permit Area (DPA))
4. Zoning bylaws: A set of rules outlining specific guidelines for the use of the land, development and
subdivision purposes among other regulatory frameworks for development.
5. Floodplain mapping: A tool that maps out the potential lowland areas susceptible and at risk to flooding
based on current LIDAR and flood hazard assessment.
6. Official Community Plan (OCP): A plan that clearly states the broad objectives, policies and priorities
for the proposed land use and servicing requirements of the selected area.
7. Regional planning: A RDCK defined strategy that is used for long term planning in a regional context
that would prioritize land development in areas where there is low geohazard risk while ensuring that
economic, social and cultural rights are not compromised.

INDICATORS
1.
2.
3.
4.

9

Have updated flood maps on floodplains as well as land use inventory through the NDMP.
Number of zoning bylaws updated and number of zoned areas added in unzoned areas
Have communities be informed of the risk assessment and risk reduction strategies
Integrate the CWPP and floodplain mapping into OCPs

This goal is linked and closely connected to Pathway 3: Flooding and Geohazards on page 32

10

The CWPP is also a critical tool in Pathway 4: Wildfire on page 33
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PATHWAY 2 – Transportation
GOAL
A regional transportation network seamlessly incorporated to create complete communities through active
transport lanes and zero emission vehicles/low carbon fuel transportation (buses, scooters/bikes, trains,
ferries) within/between municipalities and with other electoral areas.

OBJECTIVES/TARGETS
1. Keep track of the implementation of new bus routes, bike lanes and trails added to the RDCK while
promoting and supporting mobility for the vulnerable communities through local initiated modal
programs
2. By 2040, plan to shift all new cars sold to be zero emission vehicles, which aligns with the provincial
CleanBC goal, while making the transition from diesel large sized vehicles (garbage trucks, school buses,
commercial trucks) to run on low-carbon fuels
3. Monitor transportation GHG emissions and transportation GHG emissions/capita (tCO2e every 2 years)

POLICIES/TOOLS
1. Transit Future Service Plan: The Transit Future Service Plan will guide transit service decision-making
over the next 1-5 years, for both short-term service and infrastructure, with collaboration from other
local governments and municipalities
2. Green Fleet Policy: This policy will need to be updated
3. Parks and Recreation Master Plan: Currently being developed

INDICATORS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Track the number of new bus routes added between and within municipalities
Number of new RDCK parks added and trails
Number of zero emission vehicles purchased in the RDCK fleet
Level of transportation GHG emissions
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Figure 4. Current status on bus routes on the West Kootenay Transit System. This chart was taken from the
Transit Future Service Plan as an example of updates on the number of bus routes. The number of bus routes
are tracked annually and will be used to inform the progress or decline of bus ridership with is a more efficient
and less polluting form of transportation.
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PATHWAY 3 – Buildings
GOAL
Accelerate improvements to existing buildings towards improved energy efficiency, therefore reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. New builds built to Step Code standards will catalyze the process of the RDCK in
becoming 100% renewable by 2050.
OBJECTIVES/TARGETS – Community buildings
1. Align with the provincial government’s Step Code and have all new community buildings to be net-zero
ready by 2032
2. Existing community buildings would be retrofitted to meet 20-30% energy efficiency requirements/
improvements or between 309-463 tonnes of GHG/year
a. The 2 year Regional Energy Efficiency Program (REEP) aims to penetrate 3% of the residential
housing stock (774 homes) to save approximately 309 tonnes of CO2e/year11
3. Monitor energy efficiency for the new builds as well as the existing buildings
OBJECTIVES/TARGETS – Corporate buildings
1. Align with the provincial government’s Step Code and have all new corporate buildings to be net-zero
ready by 2032
2. Corporate structures will adhere to the Green Building Policy for RDCK Facilities (DRAFT) to ensure
that all existing buildings continue to improve its energy efficiency
3. Monitor energy efficiency for the new builds as well as the existing buildings

POLICIES/TOOLS
1. BC Energy Step Code: A provincial standard focused on a performance-based approach for new builds
to achieve more energy efficient buildings.
2. Better Building Policy for RDCK Facilities Structures (DRAFT): This policy will ensure that all new RDCK
buildings and existing facilities will be incorporating green building practices. The design and
construction process will consider and incorporate high performance attributes to achieve energy
performance targets.

11

The Pembina Institute has estimated that 3% of British Columbia’s building stock will need to be retrofitted annually
in order to meet its greenhouse gas emission reduction targets.
Frappé-Sénéclauze, T.-P., Heerema, D., Tam Wu, K. 2017. Deep emissions reduction in the existing building. Pembina
Institute.
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3. Regional Energy Efficiency Program (REEP): This program will help make housing/living more
affordable to RDCK residents by reducing energy consumption therefore their energy bill, through
retrofits and improved new builds.
4. RDCK Building Bylaws: needs to be updated from 2011 to align with Step Code and the green building
policy

INDICATORS
1. Record the number of buildings that are achieving Step Code 3 by 2021 and Step Code 5 by 2032
2. The progress of the targets established by the REEP and the reduction of GHG emissions from 3% of
the housing stock (774 homes)
3. Track the progress on the number of RDCK’s existing facilities if they are built/retrofitted to high
performance attributes
4. The drop in energy consumption for corporate and community structures

20

PATHWAY 4 – Energy
GOAL
Transition from a high carbon energy dependency region to reach a low carbon dependency future through
100% renewable and clean energy technologies and strategies by 2050.

OBJECTIVES/TARGETS
1. Lower total workplace GHG emissions and energy consumption in both corporate and community
building structures/facilities
2. Encourage the shift of energy source from carbon based systems to renewable energy systems
including electricity generation, solar energy, micro-hydropower systems, biofuels and geothermal
energy
3. Support regional implementation of The West Kootenay 100% Renewable Energy Plan
4. Align future and current Official Community Plans (OCP) with the RDCK’s greenhouse gas reduction
targets

POLICIES/TOOLS
1. BC Step Code: A provincial standard focused on a performance-based approach for new builds to
achieve more energy efficient buildings.
2. Strategic Community Energy and Emissions Plan (SCEEP): This plan summarizes the energy use and
greenhouse gas emissions through data collected on both corporate and community actions and
facilities. This plan also provides a clear indication for further improvement around buildings,
transportation and waste in reducing emissions.
3. Regional Energy Efficiency Program (REEP): This program will help make housing/living more
affordable to RDCK residents by reducing energy consumption and subsequently their energy bill,
through retrofits and improved new builds.
4. West Kootenay 100% Renewable Energy Plan: A commitment that the RDCK has signed onto, to shift
the dependency on fossil fuels to renewable energy by 2050.
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INDICATORS
1. Track the total corporate GHG emissions and energy consumption through the Climate Action Revenue
Incentive Program (CARIP)

2. The drop in energy consumption (kWh/sq ft) for residential homes and the progress of targets
established which will come at the end of the REEP report
3. Keep track of the GHG emissions from various energy sources to see the shift from carbon based
systems to renewable energy systems (from the SCEEP model, see below Figure 5)
Figure 5. Business-as-usual Energy Use by Fuel (GJ/year) from the SCEEP Report (2016). This is an example of
how we can use the SCEEP report as an indicator.
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PATHWAY 5 – Resource Recovery
GOAL
Improve the health of our natural ecosystem through reducing the RDCK’s environmental impact by assessing
and diverting waste from landfills while simultaneously advance the recovery of waste through improved waste
management and new technologies.
OBJECTIVES/TARGETS
1. Align with CleanBC and aim to divert 95% of organic waste from landfills
2. Achieve the provincial target of a disposal rate of 350 kg per person per year
3. Transition landfill plants to capture methane, or use biofuels, renewable natural gas or other clean
fuels.
4. Complete a waste composition study to create a baseline for the RDCK and to measure the
effectiveness of the Resource Recovery Plan and Organic Waste Diversion Strategy
POLICIES/TOOLS
1. Resource Recovery Plan: Identifies the direction of where the RDCK is headed in regarding improved
resource recovery facilities and services. The plan also addresses key challenges facing the RDCK and
opportunities regarding waste reduction, organics recovery, recycling, landfills and transfer stations.
2. Organic Waste Diversion Strategy: A strategy that focuses on diverting organic waste from the landfill.
This strategy tackles a significant solid waste management issue that will save landfill space and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions when it is implemented.
3. Waste Composition Study: This study would clearly produce a waste composition profile for the RDCK
in order to produce a baseline. It is also very useful to understand how effective the Organic Waste
Diversion Strategy is in the future.
INDICATORS
1. The degree of implementation of the updated Resource Recovery Plan
2. The change in the composition of the landfills from baseline results from the Waste Composition Study
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Figure 6. Sample Overall Waste Composition for the RDCK. This figure was taken from the waste composition
study for Salmon Arm refuse disposal sites since the RDCK, at the moment, does not have a waste composition
study.12 Having a waste composition study could be used to illustrate the change in composition and therefore
the impact of the organics diversion programme and improved solid waste diversion.

12

2018 Waste Characterization Study – Salmon Arm, 2018
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Climate Resilient Communities
GOAL
To build climate resilient communities by being proactive in recognizing future uncertainties and priorities while
providing support to empower residents, business owners and local governments in adapting to climate change.

PATHWAY 1 – Water Supply
GOAL
Strengthen watershed governance and implement adaptive strategies to protect drinking water.
OBJECTIVES/TARGETS – community water
1. Advocate and empower communities in managing their water systems
2. Focus on water protection as well as watershed landscape planning
3. Support access for funding to communities regarding their small water systems and water system plans
while supporting long term resilience
OBJECTIVES/TARGETS – corporate water
1. Continue management of our own systems
2. Deliver quality water, through the systems that the RDCK manages, at rates consistent with other systems
3. Implement recommendations of the Watershed Governance Initiative Scoping Study with the primary
intent to protect watersheds where consumptive water sources are at risk
POLICIES/TOOLS
1. Watershed Governance Initiative Scoping Study: This scoping study will inform the RDCK in watershed
governance to identify and protect watersheds where consumptive water sources are at risk
2. Water Bylaw
3. Water Sustainability Act: An act that ensures that all BC residents have a sustainable supply of fresh,
clean, quality water for present and future needs
INDICATORS
1. Funding accessed for small water system users to support resilience planning
2. Management of RDCK systems
3. Consider the recommendations of the WGI Scoping Study
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PATHWAY 2 – Agriculture & Food Supply
GOAL
Empower communities with climate adapted agricultural strategies that are productive and resilient towards
increased food security and sustainable food systems.
OBJECTIVES/TARGETS
1. Establish adapted water management techniques that respond to climate variability – flood and drought
conditions and support consistent production (Align with the Kootenay and Boundary Adaptation
Strategies plan)
2. Support producers in their farm practices as shifting temperature and precipitation patterns result in food
systems variability and overall resilience (Align with the Kootenay and Boundary Adaptation Strategies
plan)
3. Maintain the agricultural extension service through the KBFA in the RDCK

POLICIES/TOOLS
1. Central Kootenay Food Policy Council – specifically the Evidence Based Planning Project: The goal of this
project is to analyze the RDCK’s land use inventory and other datasets and their alignment with Official
Community Plans and other bylaws and policies to identify and develop sustainable food systems and
agricultural economies.
2. Kootenay and Boundary Farm Advisors (KBFA): A group of professional advisors in the agricultural sector
dedicated to support and improve agricultural production and efficiency regarding farm specific
problems.
3. RDCK Agricultural Plan
4. Agricultural By-Law for Areas A, B and C
5. Agricultural Land Use Inventory & story mapping
6. Agricultural Water Demand Modelling
7. Kootenay and Boundary Adaptation Strategies plan: A regional strategies plan to address potential
agricultural impacts for both the individual farm and regional level.
INDICATORS

1. Implementation of the Kootenay and Boundary Adaptation Strategies plan
2. Overall increase in agriculture production (i.e. the number of acres in production, gross sales, yield,
number of new farmers)

26

PATHWAY 3 – Flooding & Geo-hazards
GOAL
Reduce community vulnerability through flood risk assessments and assess infrastructure opportunities for
adaptation against increased flooding and geohazard events.
OBJECTIVES/TARGETS
1. Consider flood and geohazard risk within the RDCK when making land use decisions
2. Develop the flood risk maps for high risk areas and continue to pursue funding for maps of other high
risk areas
3. Support communities in developing resilience to flood and geohazard risk
4. Establish acceptable risk tolerance threshold for all areas in the RDCK
5. Create risk reduction strategies for identified high risk areas
6. Develop a community development plan to effectively guide long term development in low to high risk
areas
POLICIES/TOOLS
1. Floodplain mapping: A tool that maps out the potential lowland areas susceptible and at risk to flooding
based on current LIDAR and flood hazard assessment.
2. Risk reduction policies (bylaws, OCPs, Development Permit Area (DPA))
3. National Disaster Mitigation Program (NDMP): This program will update flood maps and identify steep
slopes (i.e. areas of high risk) within the RDCK. It will guide planning policies and inform emergency
services to better prepare for potential geohazard risk while empowering communities as they can carry
out appropriate mitigation and adaptation strategies.
4. Community Development Plan (CDP): A high level planning document that guides the direction and the
management of growth in a community/region. It will provide guidance on all planning strategies and
policies while aligning land use decision making with the RDCK’s goals.

INDICATORS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Development of risk assessments for identified high risk areas
Have updated flood/geohazard maps for identified high risk areas and being available for the public
Develop risk tolerance working group of the Board and staff to identify acceptable risk tolerance
Development of risk reduction strategies for identified high risk areas
5. Incorporate risk tolerance and risk reduction into zoning and OCPs

*Land use/planning considerations have been incorporated into Pathway 3: Flooding and Geohazards
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PATHWAY 4 – Wildfire
GOAL
Reduce fire risk around the wildland - urban interface of communities and within each community of the region
while adapting to more frequent and intense fires.
OBJECTIVES/TARGETS
1. Increase the number of FireSmart Neighbourhoods that participate in the FireSmart Community
Recognition Program
2. Increase the number of FireSmart Home Partners Home Assessments
3. Increase the number of FireSmart Home Partners certifications given
4. Incorporate wildfire adaptation measures through building and land planning management to reduce
wildfire risk
POLICIES/TOOLS
1. FireSmart programming
2. Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP): Help identify wildfire risks to a community and provides
strategies and opportunities to mitigate and adapt to those risks.13
INDICATORS
1.
2.
3.
4.

13

Number of FireSmart Neighbourhoods recognized as FireSmart Communities
Number of FireSmart Home Partners Home Assessments completed annually
Number of homeowners received FireSmart Home Partners certification
Development of policies to support wildfire adaptation measures through building and land planning
management

The CWPP is a critical tool in Pathway 1: Land use/Planning on page 20
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PATHWAY 5 – Corporate Administration
GOAL
Incorporate a climate lens for all decision making and policies through the Board, to demonstrate that the RDCK
prioritizes integrating climate action and adaptation into corporate actions and assets.
OBJECTIVES/TARGETS
1. Align decision making with the RDCK’s GHG reduction targets in all areas (i.e. land use/planning, building
construction, project management)
2. Integrate climate change into fleet management, procurement and operational decision making.
3. Develop an asset management plan for climate adaptation starting with an asset inventory while
incorporating region specific climate projections and impacts
4. Maintain robust GHG emissions data collection to accurately inform decision makers and to track direct
impacts and improvements.
5. Create a post-disaster recovery plan to effectively guide the RDCK in responding and prioritizing
communities’ needs post-disaster
POLICIES/TOOLS
1. Updated policies regarding procurement and fleet management (i.e. Green Fleet Policy)
2. Memo on Low Carbon Transportation Policy Draft
INDICATORS
1. Develop a Business Continuity Plan along with a Post Disaster Recovery Plan
2. Create an Asset Management Plan and inventory
3. Incorporating region specific climate projections and impacts (can be through the Localized Climate
Analysis and Projection software developed by the Climate Resilience Consulting (Mel Reasoner))
4. Carry out a carbon budgeting tool
5. Update and implement new policies
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Recommendations to CSLAC
1. THAT the RDCK Board supports the need for future State of Climate Action in the RDCK reports.
Currently, the climate indicators presented for each pathway, are labeled as first level indicators where
they primarily identify the quantity, presence or absence of specific indicators. However, after we start
tracking the initial indicators, in order to evaluate the quality of the work, existing indicators would need
to be refined and redefined. The new indicators will serve as a tool to assess the value of the project and
the indicator itself to ensure that the collection of data is beneficial to the scope of work.
2. THAT the RDCK Board support and adopt the goal of being 100% carbon neutral by 2050. {See page 12
for more information.}
3. THAT the RDCK Board support the need to update the SCEEP on an annual basis. This contracted service
provides a key component to this report especially in meeting a 45% GHG reduction by 2030.
4. THAT the RDCK Board support the creation of a community development plan.
5. THAT the RDCK Board support the creation of a waste composition study.
6. THAT the RDCK Board support the creation of a carbon budgeting tool.
7. THAT the RDCK Board support the creation of an asset management plan.
8. THAT the RDCK Board support the creation of a business continuity plan and a post disaster recovery
plan.
9. THAT the RDCK Board adopt the Better Building Policy Draft once completed, as another step for
lowering the energy consumption of corporate buildings and improving energy efficiency.
10. THAT the RDCK Board support pilot campaigns within the RDCK internal staff to demonstrate leadership
and action against climate change.
11. THAT the RDCK Board join the Global Covenant of Mayors in Canada. The Global Covenant of Mayors
in Canada have a common reporting framework that is used to track data and progress for comparison
among other international partners as well as a helpdesk for supporting new municipalities in advancing
their climate action objectives. This could provide important data access and technical support for RDCK
staff. In order to join, it requires a mayor or equivalent mandated representative to commit and to
follow the climate policies and measures and to develop a GHG inventory, define ambitious climate
mitigation, resilience and energy targets, create full climate action plans and then to continue to track
them. The RDCK currently fulfills many of their requirements as a commitment and if the RDCK joins,
then the RDCK will be part of an international network in working to support climate action from the
ground up. Here is the link for more information: https://www.globalcovenantofmayors.org/
THAT the RDCK Board divest from fossil fuels from RDCK pension funds and invest in renewable energy
and contribute to the RDCK’s commitment though a green fund/green bond or other financing tools.
Here is the link for more information: https://fcm.ca/en/resources/pcp/guide-financing-tools-localclimate-action?utm_source=fcm-connect-en&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=pcpknowledge
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Get Involved
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rdck.ca/sustainability

