Eyes on Arrow
The Interior Health Authority is consulting with the
physicians at the Arrow Lakes Hospital in Nakusp about
the draft plans for the emergency department redesign.
IHA will bring the design to the WKBHRD Board in late
spring.
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New Chair & Acting Chair

Time for Beds
The Interior Health Authority has put out a request for
proposals to add 43 residential beds in the Nelson area.

Helping our Hospital’s Health

Aimee Watson, (right) Director of Electoral Area D (rural
Kaslo/Lardeau) was elected chair of the hospital district
board at the January meeting.

The sustainability of our regional hospital—Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital in Trail—has been on the
WKBHRD’s radar for the past few years.

Marguerite Rotvold, (left), the Director representing
Midway, was elected to the position of Acting Chair.
Director Rotvold previously served as Chair for almost a
decade and has been on the Board since its inception in
1996.

The WKBRHD unanimously supports the Sustainability
Project, which would ensure that quality care continues
to be delivered to the 80,000 residents that KBRHD
serves.

Chair Watson said she considers Acting Chair Rotvold a
mentor and looks forward to working with her to
continue the Board’s great leadership.

●

● ●

Executive Decision
Each year in January the WKBHRD Directors elect a
group of their peers to serve on the Executive
Committee. The Committee is tasked with reviewing
matters and making recommendations to the Board.

The project has also been designated a high priority by
Interior Health, which points out that KBRH is the only
regional hospital in IH that hasn’t experienced
significant change since its construction.
Interior Health has requested that the WKBHRD
consider funding 100% of Phase 1 of the Sustainability
Project. The Board spent considerable time debating
this item, as it has never before funded 100% of a
project such as this. Directors expressed concern over
the impact to taxpayers.

Kootenay (Kaslo-Nelson-Salmo):

Debra Kozak

Subsequently, the WKBHRD has sent a letter to the
Minister of Health and the Interior Health Authority
advising that before the hospital district will commit to
fund 100% of the cost of Phase 1 of the project, which
includes a redesign and expansion of the emergency
department as well as an electrical transformer
upgrade), that the Ministry of Health must commit to
fund the total project. The WKBHRD also communicated
that its net contribution for the project would be 40%,
which is the typical funding portion.

Boundary:

Roly Russell

To date, the WKBHRD has not received a response.

Greater Trail:

Mike Martin

This year’s Executive is:
Chair Aimee Watson
Acting Chair Marguerite Rotvold
Arrow Lakes – Slocan—Castlegar – Nakusp:
Walter Popoff

● ● ●

Support for the Hospital
The KBRH Health Foundation has expressed its support
for the Sustainability Project at the Trail hospital, which
would see upgrades to the emergency, ambulatory care
and pharmacy areas. If the Ministry of Health and the
Interior Health Authority approve advancing/funding
the project, the Foundation has indicated it would hold
a fundraising campaign for the project.

New Directors at the Table
The WKBHRD is happy to welcome two new Directors to
the Board.

Jim Nathorst
Director for Greenwood

MLAs in the Hospital
MLAs Michelle Mungall and Katrine Conroy witnessed
the issues and heard the plans to upgrade Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital District on November 15th.
The WKBHRD Executive Committee and Interior Health
staff hosted a meeting and a tour of the facility. Both
MLAs expressed their support for the project and
declared they would advocate for it in Victoria.

Arlene Parkinson
Director for Warfield

Have Your Say!

The Board thanks the MLAs for their time and support
for this project, which is so important to the residents of
our region.

If a community group or delegation would like to
present to the WKBRHD Board at any of its meetings,
please check out our delegation policy at
http://www.rdck.ca/assets/WKBR~Hospital~District/Do
cuments/POLICY-Delegation.pdf or contact Anitra Winje
at awinje@rdck.bc.ca or 250.352.8166.

Change in the Treasury

2017 WKBRHD meetings

MLA Linda Larson will similarly tour KBRH on February
24th.

Stuart Horn, Secretary of the hospital district, has also
been appointed the Board Treasurer.

The Rotvold Report
Former Chair Marguerite
Rotvold (now Acting Chair)
and members of the
WKBRHD met with Ministry
of Health and Interior Health
staff at the UBCM
Convention in Victoria in
September.
Here is a summary of those
meetings:

Arrow Lakes Hospital Emergency Room:
The design phase and consultation process are ongoing.
Interior Health is currently considered different options
for the emergency department.

KBRH Sustainability Project:
Interior Health continues to ask the Ministry of Health if
it will fund this project.
The WKBRHD reiterated its support for this project to
ensure residents continue to receive quality health care.

Future of Health Care in the WKBRHD:
The WKBRHD stated its desire for more long term
planning on capital works and to keep working with
Interior Health as a funding partner to delivery health
care services to communities in our region.
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Getting their Act Together
The Ministry of Health has committed to review the
Hospital District Act, the enabling legislation of regional
hospital districts. In a January 2014 letter to the
WKBRHD Board, the Assistant Deputy Minister of Health
stated that “although [operate] is mentioned in the Act,
historically it has not been the role of RHDs to actually
administer the day-to-day operation of health facilities.”
Further, Mr. Sidhu advised that “the province’s six
health authorities are the organizations responsible for
health service delivery and daily operation of their
health facilities.” He declared that as “the mandate of
RHDs does not include operating health facilities or
participation in health authorities’ decisions regarding
delivery of health services…the word ‘operate’ in…the
Act should be removed” and would be omitted when
the Act is reviewed by the Ministry.
The Executive Committee of the WKBHRD Board will
review the Act and make recommendations to the
Minister of Health on other amendments to consider.
To read the Act, visit:
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/sta
treg/96202_01

Time to Budget
Wonder where your hospital tax dollars could go? See
the capital funding request from Interior Health below.
The Board resolved not to fund the Columbia View
Lodge resident bus. The Board will read the bylaws for
these projects at the March 22nd meeting.

MRI—Do you need one?

Spotlight is produced by the West Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital District. To view past
issues, please visit:
http://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/wkbr-hospital.html
For questions about this publication, please contact
Anitra Winje at awinje@rdck.bc.ca or 250.352.8166

Have you or someone you know ever used an MRI?
Magnetic Resonance Imaging is a non-invasive
technique used to generate images of the interior of
the body, showing organs, muscles, bone, tissue and
most structures. MRI is important for medical
diagnosis and treatment. Residents in our region are
serviced by one of three MRI’s in the Interior Health
Authority. Our machine is a mobile unit. According to
Interior Health, MRI exams have increased by 24% at
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital. Current wait
times for an MRI at the hospital are 16 weeks for
urgent and 51 weeks for an elective exam. When the
Cranbrook hospital receives its new MRI, the mobile
unit will be able to serve other areas in the region,
including the Kootenay Boundary. The province has a
strategy to increase access to these exams.

Useful Information
This year the Interior Health Authority has asked the
WKBRHD to fund IMIT projects, which stand for
“Information Management Information Technology.”
These projects are corporate-wide and will benefit all
facilities in the Interior Health Authority. For example,
according to IH, a technology known as PICIS
SmarTrack will allow staff “to track the status and
location of patients through the perioperative process,
which will enhance surgical patient flow. The system
improves communication between departments and
clinicians and will significantly reduce the number of
phone calls,” for instance. That system will cost
$535,000. The WKBHRD’s share is $107,000.

